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and Everything init.”
{Pealm 24:1)

First Steps to Peace

Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me
Let There Be Peace on Earth

With God as our Father
Brothers all are we
Let me walk with my brother

The peace that was meant to be In perfect harmony.

Jesus offers Himself as the
gift of peace to humanity. In
receiving His gift, we are
reconciled to God, to
divided humanity, to
creation. (See Ephesians 2:12-22)

The first step for peace on
earth begins with oneself.
God forgives us our sins.
Accepting God’s forgiveness
and relationship brings one
deep peace. (philippians 4:4-8)

A following second step is
to forgive others. Seek
reconciliation. And ask
from them forgiveness of
our sins against them,

Songwriters: Jill Jackson / Sy Miller

offering restitution if
appropriate. Start with our
immediate families and
neighbors. (Matthew 6:12-15)

A third step reaches out to
our neighbors and
community for
reconciliation, justice,
relationship healing, help
with needs.

Upon building on these
steps is a subsequent fourth
step, which is to actively
advocate with loving truth,
generosity, and witness for

peace on planet earth.
(John 20:21-23)

“The Earth Belongs to GodL.,
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Let There Be Peace On Earth

"Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace...” Luke 214

This Issue

Hebrew speakers greet each other, “Shalom.” Arabic
speakers greet each other, “Salaam.” In each language,
the definition is peace. Peace in these related languages
involves harmony, well-being, wholeness, sufficiency,
healthy relationships.

Christians For The Mountains generally focuses on
responsibility to God’s creation. But the foundation is
right relationship to God, then to humanity and then to

creation. To love God involves to love what God loves.
John 3:16)
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What factors drive peoples to war? What are
lessons to learn from the past? How can we
develop personal and social attitudes to peace?

Two inspiring interviews are with men who
serve God in service to creation and humanity.

Two book reviews are included in this issue.
Winter is a special season to cozy up to books.

God’s creation that is the natural world around
us can teach us lessons about life. One way to
enter “nature’s classroom” is love. This section
involves quotes of experienced wisdom.

Christians For The Mountains has several
active projects to report. We thank our partners
for your prayers, support, encouragement.

shewstians For The Mountains

CFTM} is one of 12 programs of
orld Stewardship Institute

WEI), a 501-¢-3 nonprofit

orporation at 3840 Finley Avenue,
uilding 33, Suite 202 (PO, Box

348}, Santa Rosa, Calitornia
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Steering Committee

Lesson of the Birch Fire —Allen Johnson, Editor

I had bicycled 12 miles along the Cranberry River restricted access road to spend a quiet evening Bob Marshall, 2108 Emma Rd., Kenna, WV 25248
alone in prayer and reflection. I was leaving my job of seven years to take on a challenging new Janet Keating, 1719 Spurlock Creek Rd,, Glenwood, WV 25550

" " . . . . . . Patricia Hudson, 3507 Kesterwood Dr., Knoxville, TN 37918
p051t1(?n. Tra}n51t10n time })etweeg jobs would be practically nil, and only with difficulty had I carved Robert Russo, 58 Huckabee Hill Rd., Weaverville, NC 28787
out this special 20-hour niche of time.

Coordinator
I felt energized with the exertion of the bicycle ride, and reveled in the splendor of an awakening Allen Johnson, 12664 Frost Rd., Dunmore, WV 24934
spring on a brilliant, sun-lit April day. When I felt evening closing in, I pulled off into the woods, Ph. (304) 799-4137
and with no rain in forecast, simply cast my sleeping bag into a shallow, body-conforming Email: allen@christiansforthemountains.org

depression. Having next caught a brace of trout for my evening meal, I went about collecting
firewood for a cooking fire and for later warmth. Although the day had been seasonably warm, the
weather forecast was for sub-freezing temperatures. I anticipated night temperatures in the upper
twenties, and had along only a summer sleeping bag.

As T had bicycled along the trail, I had noticed that the predominant trees were hemlock and birch.
[ had hoped to find a camping place with downed hardwood, but had looked in vain. I knew that
hemlock and birch would be easy to light, and would produce a bright, hot flame. On the other
hand, such wood had little staying power; it would burn up quickly. I gathered a large pile of wood.

I enjoyed my cozy evening. The grilled fish
was tasty; the flickering fire flames mesmerizing Patricia Hudson Janet Keating
as twilight closed into blackness. A barred owl
growled close by, and was answered from a
distance. I reflected with thankfulness upon my
life’s journey, while I geared my mind, heart, and
spirit toward new challenge and opportunity.
The fire would burn low, and cold air would
creep along my shoulders. Curled in my
sleeping bag an arm’s length away, I would reach
over for more wood, place it in the fire, and once
again feel the flames lick away the cold.

Dr. Bob Marshall, Robert Russo

After a time, I grew tired and I slept. I woke often during that night, cold. The first time or two I Treasurer with wife Jessi

was able to revive the fire, and the issuing warmth soon lulled me back into sleep. Later in the night I
awakened and the fire was out. The air was bitter cold in the blackness of the night. I was tired of
trying to keep a fire going with birch that had no staying power. I curled up into a ball in my sleeping
bag to sleep, fitful and cold.

There is a wood that starts easily, a wood that burns hot and bright.

And there is a wood that starts with difficulty, burns slowly, yet lasts the night.
The first wood is the forerunner of the second wood.

The first serves the second, while the second is needful of the first.

Wood must last until the bright, warm light of dawn.

Allen Johnson,

Coordinator Fr . John Rausch

(1945 - 2020)
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CFTM Welcomes Your Support

What is Christians For The Mountains (CFTM)? How Is CFTM Setup?
Christians For The Mountains core mission to honor the truth of Psalm 24:1. CFTM is one of 12 programs of World Stewardship Institute (WSI), a 501-c-3
“The Earth and all it contains belongs to God. nonprofit corporation at 3840 Finley Avenue, Building 33, Suite 202 (P.O. Box
7348), Santa Rosa, California 95407. Telephone 707-573-3160. Website is
Christians For The Mountains (CFTM) is a network of persons advocating that https:ecostewards.org. Contact is Frederick Krueger.

Christians and their churches recognize their God-given responsibility to live
compatibly, sustainably, and gratefully joyous upon this God’s earth. CFTM is
nondenominational and non-partisan. CFTM takes a critical prophetic stance to
advocate for justice, righteousness, and peace for the land and its inhabitants.
CFTM seeks to be respectful to all voices seeking truth. The central Appalachian
region is our geographical focus as a springboard to national and global issues.

Each program partner has a seat on the Board of Directors of WSI. WSI is
registered as a nonprofit in California and also in West Virginia. WSI does annual
internal auditing of all accounts. WSI programs adhere to its mission as an
international organization dedicated to cooperative problem-solving, linking
business, science, and faith communities in the cultivation of environmental
stewardship. Each WSI program is responsible for its own operations.

On a weekend in May 2005, about two dozen Christians known as environmental | CFTM is guided by a Steering Committee of experienced Christian

leaders met in Charleston, West Virginia for prayerful deliberation on how to environmental leaders and a Coordinator (see page 2, or website). Each serves as
engage our faith with serious ecological challenges in Appalachia. CFTM birthed. | an unpaid volunteer. Our finances are handled by Dr. Robert Marshall, who until
recently was the llong-serving treasurer of the West Virginia Highlands

CFTM developed the Mountain Mourning DVD toolkit. CFTM builds trusted Conservancy.

relationships to serve numerous organizations and persons in their good efforts. CFTM personally acknowledges every contribution as well as correspondence.

CFTM reverences each donation as a prayerful trust. CFTM is frugal in our own

CFTM alongside with our various partners has successfully engaged numerous expenditures yet generous in our serving,

issues, and continues to do so. Visit our website Mountain Vision archive.

ONLINE DOMNATIONS ARE WELCOME at www.christiansforthemountains.org/

Invitation to Join Together With Us
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Name -
Address Individual Family Org -
Senior 515 H

City State Zip Student 515 , -
Regular 525 535 550 .

- Associate 550 575 5100 -

Phone Email Patron $100 $150 $200
Sponsor $500 §700 S1000 .

Organization/Schoolis) _ N 13 .
Mountain Mourning Collection DVD E

We welcome any other information you would like to share Write us of Circle “Yes™ here for a CC'F'}"-:

{such as your faith; experience; skills; special interests; etc...use separate sheet)

Mail to: Christians For The Mountains 12664 Frost Road, Dunmore, WV 24934
[Mote: This form is not necessary. We welcome pertinent info. Cur web online form is also available.]

CFTM has 501{c)3 nonprofit tax exempt status through a partnership with World Stewardship Institute. PO, Box 7348, | Your donations are tax deductible,
(3840 Finley Ave, Bldg. 33, Ste. 2002] Santa Rosa, Californda 95407, Contact is Fred Krueger, Telephone J07-5F3-3161. Thank you for prayer suppar.
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Covetousness is Mimetic Desire that Escalates to Violence: A Christian Response
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Where do you think all these appalling wars and quarrels come from? Do you think they just happen? Think again.
They come about because you want your own way, and fight for it deep inside yourselves. You lust for what you don’t
have and are willing to kill to get it. You want what isn’t yours and will risk violence to get your hands on it.

James 4:1-2 MSG
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by Allen Johnson

e Nursery

magine a scene. A small child is sitting

alone in a nursery that has a more than
a dozen toys scattered about it. He sits
here rather dreamily, exhibiting only a
casual interest in the toy that just happens
o be nearby. Another child comes into
he nursery and surveys the room. He sees
he first child and a great number of toys.

ere will come a moment when the
second child will choose a toy. Which
of the toys will he most likely find
interesting? The first parent you meet
will be able to tell you it will likely be
the toy with which the first child
seems to be interested. Although the
first child interest is, as yet, only a

casual one.
Bailie, Gil. Violence Unveiled (Crossroad: NY, 1995) p.116.

»  We humans
: ! are mimetic.
e That is, we
want desire
what  other
people
desire.

[mitative desire reciprocally escalates. Gil
Bailie continues his tale, “The Nursery;,”
by suggesting that the first child’s casual
interest in his toy will be heightened when
he second child shows interest.

“Mine,” she will scream. “I want it!” the
second child will demand. The first child
etorts, “You can’t have it!” The desire
becomes not for the toy itself, but rather
escalates because of the other’s desire. If a
parent offers each child the same toy, the
argument might cease, but then, each
child’s interest in the same toy is likely to
cool.

If a parent is not on hand, one of the

children might look for a parent to tattle-

ale on the other hoping to acquire that

parent’s favor to punish the other child.
is is scapegoating.

The Girardian Mimetic Theory

We human beings are mimetic. That is, we
desire to imitate others. A baby responds
to her mother’s smile with a smile. A
toddler learns to talk, play games, eat
certain foods, dress himself, through
imitating other family members who
model the desired behavior. The young
child wants to do and think and be like
her models. Mimesis is essential for any
human society to exist.

Rene Girard
(1923-2015), has been
lauded as a seminal
thinker in developing

an encompassing
unified  theory  of
human  anthropology, psychology,

culture, and religion. Girard was a
convinced Christian. Although the
mimetic paradigm is too challenging to
convincingly explain in this short space,
I will attempt a general outline.

1. Although a model might initially be
flattered by a person’s imitation, that can
readily erupt into rivalry and resentment,
say when an object of desire cannot be
shared (e.g., a job, an award, starting
quarterback, “being chosen by the girl”)

2. A social group enmeshed in multiple
fractious  interpersonal  resentments
becomes dysfunctional in cohesive
capacity as factions develop.

3. The social disharmony is blamed on a
person (or group) that all the rival
coalitions can unite against. Although this
scapegoat might be innocent, his guilt is
universally agreed upon and that when he
is punished or expelled from the
community, he will not be able to retaliate.
All the interpersonal resentments and
rivalries in the community then are
cathartically discharged. The proof of the
scapegoat’s guilt is found in the peace that
now returns to the social group obtained
by virtue of the unanimity against him.

4. The persecuting social group is blind to
its violence on the scapegoat. According
to Girard, this violence births a culture.
All  cultures are found wupon a
scapegoating violence veiled in myth.

5. In primitive cultures, human sacrifice
ceremonially reenacts the founding
violence for the members to cathartically
discharge building mimetic resentments.

6. Religion and culture are hand-in-hand.
Prohibitions and taboos attempt to keep
rivalrous mimesis in check to prevent
society-disrupting violence.

7. Christianity unveils the scapegoat
mechanism. The scapegoating crucifixion
of Jesus, and His subsequent resurrection,
revealed His innocence.

8. Societies in some way influenced by
Jesus, although unevenly, increasingly
become aware of and protecting of
innocent victims.

Covetousness

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou

shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his

manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox,

nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s.
Exodus 20:17 KJv

“Thou shall not covet” Church-going
children memorize the Ten
Commandments. Covetousness is #10.

As a child, I did not pay much attention to
covetousness. After all, simply desiring a
toy a schoolmate had did not seem as
serious as commandment # 8 against
stealing the toy, or even # 9 on lying.

Some Bible scholars suggest that in a list,
the first and last are keys to the other

listings. #1 is to exclusively worship God.
#10 is to avoid desiring that which belong
to other people.

Covetousness i

its biblica
understanding
is “a movement
of envy toward
acquiring a

object for whic

a rival must be
overcome, displaced, or eliminated,’
according to Girardian scholar James G.
Williams. “The Tenth Commandment
thus deals directly with mimetic desire

and mimetic rivalry” (williams, James. The Bible
Violence, and the Sacred. Harper, 1991. P. 112).

The Tenth Commandment against
covetousness is interpersonal. Fo
example, that I want to buy a car fo
dependable transportation would not be
defined as biblical covetousness. Rather,
covetousness would be if I desire to get
hold of someone else’s car, or I hope hi
car gets wrecked, or I want to own a ca
that he will envy. If indeed I do acquire a
car that my acquaintance envies, then he
in turn is likely to find a way to upstage
me. This cycle can escalate into forms of
reciprocating violence such as maliciou
gossip, getting others to take sides, and
even to physical violence.

Businesses, nations, religions, ethnic
groups can also succumb to destructive
covetous rivalries. Nations might fight fo
lands,  resources, and financia
dominance. Businesses might exploit the
law or use unethical practices to squeeze
out competitors. Religions and ethnic
groups might malign others a
subnormal.

Advertisers consciously exploit mimetig
rivalistic covetousness. Buy their product
and you will be the envy of you

friends.And perhaps in turn they will bu

upgraded versions.
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Dangerous Rivalistic and Safe
Non-Rivalistic Imitation

Girardian Mimetic theory posits two
forms of mimesis. Girard calls persons
“doubles” who are similar to one
another. They share similar situations,
such as age, job, family situation,
education, socio-economic status,
position in an organization such as a
sports team, music group, or church.
Envy can crouch at the door. Such
“doubles” try to differentiate from
their rivals by being better or
“winning the contest,” which in
reciprocity ups the ante’ Even small
children can get caught up, such as in
sibling rivalry and bullying at school.
While physical violence might erupt,
more typically in our modern
“civilized” era, violence involves
malicious gossip, rejoicing in the
misfortune of a rival, undercutting a
rival. Such rivalries can also take the
form of rivalistic social groups, church
congregations, businesses, nations.

On the other hand, people who have
vast, unattainable differences can be
admired  without  interpersonal
conflict. The admired model is so
vastly separated as to not be tempted
to rivalry. For example, a young boy
might admire a favorite baseball
player, practice his batting stance, root
for him and his team, and wear his
jersey. There can be no reciprocating
rivalry. However, if the boy acquires
the athlete’s prized autograph, he
might brag about it to his friends,
which could elicit envy that leads to
one-upmanship rivalry. What Girard
calls “external mediation” (in contrast
to the aforementioned “internal
medication”), would be a 6-year-old
brother safely emulating his 12-year-

The Mountain Vision

Covetousness

old brother. That could change when
they reach their 30’s unless they have
safely differentiated their lives. We are
reminded of the biblical Cain’s envy
of his brother Abel.

Mammon: Insatiable Mimetic
Lust for Wealth and its Power

You cannot serve two masters at the
same time. You will hate one and love
the other, or you will be loyal to one
and not care about the other. You
cannot serve God and Money at the

same time. Jesus’s teaching recorded in
Matthew 6:24 ERV

Jesus uses the term “Mammon,’
an Aramaic word that usually
means “money” and also can
mean “wealth.” Jesus personifies
money and considers it a sort of
god...this personification of
money, this affirmation that we
are talking about something that
claims divinity, reveals
something exceptional about
money, for Jesus did not usually
use personifications.

What Jesus is revealing is that
money is a power...that acts by
itself, is capable of moving other
things, is autonomous (or claims
to be), is a law unto itself, and
presents itself as an active agent.

God as person and Mammon as
a person find themselves in
conflict...Mammon can be a
personal master the same way
God is... Jesus is not describing
a relationship between us and an
object...He is not suggesting
that we use money wisely or use
it honestly. He is speaking of a
power that tries to be like God,
which makes itself our master

and which has specific goals.
Ellul, Jacques. Money and Power. (Inter-
Varsity Press, I, 1954, 1984). Pp. 75, 76)

Mutually beneficial exchange of goods
and labor is integral to all human
societies. The farmer works to srow

Winter 2024/2025

(continued from page 4)

food for the carpenter who builds the
farmer’s barn. Monetary currency
simplifies the process. The Bible lauds
work,  honest exchange, and
generosity of giving. Jesus is identified
as “the carpenter’s son” (Matt. 13:55) and
“the carpenter” (Mark 6:3). The Apostle
Paul supported his ministry with his
own tent-making business.

But money can also get hold of a
person, especially when fueled by
rivalistic mimetic desire. Wealth is
prestige, to be admired and envied.
Money exerts power. Money can drive
people into crazed behaviors, as the
term “drunk with power” well-
describes. A person can become
extraordinarily rich, and not be
satisfied. A person acquires one
billion dollars, yet is not satisfied but
craves two billion, and then more.
Ostentatious displays of wealth are to
pridefully garner envy from the lower
classes, and to outcompete wealthy
peer rivals. Mammon exerts demonic
power that leads to insatiable sexual
conquests, exploitative and corrupt
business and investment processes,
and narcissistic personality.
Mammon, exploitive Sexual Lust, and
Violence  are allied demonic
controlling triplets.

Jesus taught, “What will it profit a man
if he gains the whole world [wealth,
fame, success], but forfeits his soul? Or
what will a man give in exchange for
his soul?”  (Matthew 16:26 amp) Jesus
illustrates his point with the parable of
a rich farmer whose crops bring a
great bounty. Rather than being
content, the farmer tears down his
barns and builds bigger barns, gain
greater wealth, then to his mind can
sit back and enjoy life with no worries.
Yet before that, he dies. (Luke 12:16-24)

Even the Poor can be seduced by
Mammon. People get into deep credit
card debt trying to “keep up with the
Jones” (or to outdo them). States run
legal lotteries that prey upon the lower
economic classes who dream of

Page 5

becoming multi-millionaires yet drive
them deeper in gambling loss.

Nations contend for economic
advantage over other peoples. This
can lead to powerful countries and
multi-national corporation exploiting
weaker nations, while leading to war-
armament buildups among more
equal rival powers.

Is the dollar the “’god?”

Worship as Positive Desire

How do we overcome mimetic rivalry
with our peers? How can we become
unified in loving harmony without
sacrificing scapegoats? Is there a
pathway to peace?

The Tenth Commandment is on
covetousness. The First
Commandment is to focus worship
solely on God. These are bookends.
When one fixes her heart on God,
adores God, desires God, loves God,
and then experiences God’s love,
acceptance, and favor in return, other
interpersonal rivalistic desires melt
away. Corporate worship, when hearts
are joined together focused upon
God, ushers in unity, harmony, and
love that can carry through after the
time of collective worship. Jesus never
is our rival. Jesus is safe to emulate.
Jesus teaches us how to live peacefully
in a rivalistic world. “Follow Me,”
Jesus invites. His road might be
difficult, but it is a true road to Life.
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Rev. Jeffrey Allen; a History of a Servant Leader

by Janet Keating

How is it possible to work with an ally
for several decades and still not know

very much about how he became who he
is or even some basic details about his
early life? I want to believe that the
collaborative efforts around various
important issues took center stage and
spare time for just getting to know folks
is often too, too brief. And so it has been
with me and my several decades of
working with the Reverend Jeft Allen,
Executive Director of the WV Council of
Churches (WVCC) where he has served
since 2012. As the Executive Director of
the WVCC, Rev. Allen is doing what any
local church pastor does, but on a state-
wide level with a multitude of church
leaders.

Born in 1960, Rev. Allen and his two
younger sisters grew up in the small town
of Glendale, WV, near Moundsville,
where he lived the first eighteen years of
his life in a very quiet neighborhood. His
was a free-range kid’s life near the Ohio
River where he spent time splashing in
the creek, playing baseball, and riding
bikes with a gang of kids. Like many
small towns in West Virginia, everyone
knew everyone!

Being in nature was integral to his
upbringing with wide-open windows in
his home as well as growing up during
the “race for space” With his mother
being a nurse and his father, a doctor,
there was a laboratory with test tubes and

all that in his basement which nurtured
his interest in biology. He became an
advocate early on when in high school he
wrote to then, Governor Arch Moore
(who was a friend of the family), asking
him not to weaken air quality standards.
He attended his first public hearing in
Saint Clairsville, OH, held by the US EPA
on lowering the air pollution standards
for sulfur dioxide (a pollutant that creates
acid rain). At that same hearing, he
heard coal miners talk about their
families and learned early on that many
environmental issues needed to be
nuanced because of the human element.

Asked about his early formative
influences, Rev. Jeff didn’t hesitate to
mention both “Lord of the Rings,” by
J.R.R. Tolkien, with core themes of death,
immortality, temptation, and the eternal
conflict of good vs evil and “All's Quiet
on the Western Front,” an anti-war novel
set in Germany in 1914 written by Erich
Maria Remarque, a veteran of World War
I, that underscores the brutality of war
and its impacts on soldiers. Rev. Allen
was also influenced by Robert Porter, a
high school teacher that he highly
respected, and Ralph Strong, a Sunday
school teacher who taught him about
theology and its role in politics.

The most important religious influence
in his life was Rev. Joe Geiger, who led
with the United Methodist Youth
Fellowship Bible study and its social
justice and action project work which
included home repairs. Reverend Allen
recalled the moment that he knew he was
called to be a pastor and missionary
when he was working on a woman’s
house. As the story goes, an old man
(father of the owner) came by, totally
confused by what he saw (all the young
folks fixing up the house). When he
asked, “What are all those people doing
here?”

His daughter replied, “Daddy, they are
Christians. They’re here because they
love Jesus”

Rev. Jeff’s father, who, as he put it, grew
up in “brutal poverty,” became a doctor
after first becoming an orderly while
attending Marshall University, West
Virginia University and then graduating
with a medical degree from Temple
University. His mother grew up in a
single parent family and attended
nursing school in Reading, PA. Like
most parents, Jeff’s folks wanted him to
have an easier time financially than they
had; in fact, they were shocked when Jeft
told them that he wanted to be a pastor.

Jeff attended WV Wesleyan where he
“heard” the call to be a minister. Unsure
that he had what it took to be a pastor, he
recalled hearing a still, soft voice: ...”If

you're meant to do this, you’ll get the
skills?”

And those who know him and his
many years of work, know that the rest is
history! Additionally, he attended
University of Colorado where often he
went to the football stadium to watch the
sunset. He then attended and graduated
from WVU where he studied biology and
religious studies, and finally graduated
from seminary at Emory University.

During his college years, Jeff took part
in various activities including Inter-
varsity Christian Fellowship and WVU
rowing club. When asked about
becoming an activist, Rev. Allen said that
he first spoke out as a member of
Amnesty International. While at Emory
he became interested in social concerns,
including apartheid and nuclear
disarmament.

After graduation and as a pastor in
Keystone, WV, he began questioning the
attempt to put a “monitored nuclear
retrieval facility” there. Before he knew
it, Rev. Allen was looked upon as a leader
of the anti-nuclear contingent that was
forming there. They won that issue. (FYI,
during a recent special session, WV
legislature passed a bill to allow for “low-
level” nuclear waste monitored by the
state health department. (stay tuned.-JK).

And then came what was known as the
“garbage wars” As pastor at the Keystone
and Northfork United Methodist
Church, unlike some local politicians,
Rev. Allen and many residents did not
view a 1991 proposal to bring in truck
and train loads of East Coast garbage to
the county as a godsend.

According to an archived story in the
Los Angeles Times: “In return for taking
the garbage, trash, and fly-ash--mostly
hauled in from New York and New
Jersey--Welch and McDowell counties
were promised $6 million to $8 million a
year in fees, the use of a new sewage
treatment plant to be built by the
company and jobs for more than 350
workers with an annual payroll totaling
$10 million. Allen and his friends agreed
that the arrangement stunk, but it held
powerful appeal to officials of a poor
community whose plight has been made
desperate by the decline of coal mining
in southern West Virginia”

To prevent West Virginia from
becoming the garbage dump of the
nation, and with Rev. Allen as the leader
of this “David vs Goliath battle,” state
legislation ensured to limit the size of
landfills in West Virginia, thus, for the
most part, killing the proposal.

It was during this period that Rev.
Allen (like so many of us) met Norm
Steenstra, an organizer for WV Citizen
Action Group, whose statewide outreach
led to the creation of the West Virginia
Environmental Council, where Rev.
Allen and many others still collaborate
on important environmental issues.

After leaving McDowell County, Rev.
Allen began a 13 year stint with the
Community Development Outreach
Ministries (CDOM, now Heart + Hand
Outreach Ministries) in Charleston, a
program of the United Methodist
Church. I asked Jeff about his
relationship with the Healthy Kids and
Families Coalition and learned that this
became a program under the West
Virginia Council of Churches.
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For 23 years, Rev. Allen has been
married to Dr. Laura Harbert Allen, who
many of us knew from her long-time
hosting of WV Public Radio’s program,
Music in the Afternoon. How did they
meet?

Jeft had seen Laura a couple of times—
out walking. One day, he spied Laura
trying to catch her dog, Zack, in a
parking lot. Lucky for all three of them,
Zack ran right over to Jeff. At this point
in Jeff’s telling of the story, I had to point
out that the word DOG is GOD spelled
backwards!

In 2000, Zack also played a role in Jeff’s
marriage proposal to Laura. While at
Jeft’s house, he secretly affixed an
engagement ring to ZacK’s collar and then
kept telling Laura that Zack needed to go
outside. Laura wasn’t buying it; she knew
Zack all too well and insisted that that
wasn’t the case. Eventually Zack went
over to Laura, lifted his head where she
saw the engagement ring. They were
married in 2001.

Jeff and Laura moved to eastern
Kentucky in 2006 where Laura had taken
a position at Eastern Kentucky University
as the Program Director at WEKU Public
Radio. When Laura became the
Communications Director at the West
Virginia Annual Conference of the
United Methodist Church in 2008, Jeff
landed at the West Virginia Council of
Churches as the West Virginia Healthy
Kids and Families Coalition Coordinator.
Later on, Rev. Allen found himself as the
Executive Director when Rev. Dennis
Sparks (the prior Executive Director of
WYVCC) retired.

Over the years, I've heard Rev. Allen
talk about “the common good,” and was
curious about what that phrase means to
the church from his perspective. In his
reply, he referred to a sermon by Pope
Francis who spoke about refugees
arriving on the shores of a Greek Island
called Lampedusa. Pope Francis
referring to our call to help others quoted
Genesis 4:9, “Where is your brother?”
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Rev. Jeff Allen

(continued from page 6)

Jeff noted that we receive similar call to
ask the questions: Where is your
brother? Where is your sister? And what
do they need?

Jeff also referred to the United
Methodist Pastoral Letter on Appalachia
written by a saint of West Virginia,
Bishop William Boyd Grove, who wrote
that the church should be asking
questions like:

“The Church that is incarnational will
ask the questions: Who is sick? Why are
they sick? Who is hungry? Why are they
hungry? . .. We will be for them. We will
be on the side of the victim.

The common good is manifested by
“the ask” followed by “the action” The
act of fulfilling “incarnational needs” is a
manifestation of the common good. The
churches’ role is to build relationships
that last and witness the love of God and
Jesus in all ways.

How could I interview Rev. Allen and
not ask what is his favorite scripture? He
quickly replied that Hebrews 13:12-14
was right up there—especially the part
that essentially says, “Let us then go out .
. > He went on to explain that the church
goes to comfort people the places where
they are in pain and being crucified. He
continued with Isaiah 40:1- 2, “Comfort,
O comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to
her that she has served her term, that her
penalty is paid . . 7 (NRSVU). For Rew.
Allen, this scripture has both the pastoral
element as well expressing social
holiness.

Over the past 50 years of Rev. Allen’s
life and ministry from 1974 to 2024, he’s
received some well-deserved recognition.
Including the following:

1974 West Virginia Golden Horseshoe -
Marshall County

1980-81: Outstanding Student of
Biblical Studies Award at West Virginia
University

1992: West Virginia Environmental
Council Mother Jones Award

1999: Simpson Memorial
United Methodist Men’s Award

2000: Charleston Public
Safety Council Award for work
with youth

2006: Direct Action Welfare
Group (DAWG) Outstanding
Community Advocate Award

2016: Kanawha Pastoral
Counseling Center Bridge
Builder Award

2024: WV VOAD Leadership Award

2024: Every Child Now Neighborhood
Champion of Children

For the past 3 years, Reverend Allen has
collaborated with me on several different
issues. We helped develop questions
presented to two focus groups in West
Virginia to offer some insight into a
selected segment of West Virginians’
views on a range of issues impacting their
lives.

Together we helped boost awareness of
renewable energy microgrid technology
through organizing webinars—one for
churches within the West Virginia
Council of Churches (WVCC) and the
other for West Virginia Volunteer
Organizations Assisting in Disasters (WV
VOAD). In the near term and through
Rev. Allen’s national contacts, WVCC will
host a webinar where experts will provide
information about renewable energy
microgrids for other councils of churches
and church-related projects in West
Virginia. Additionally, Rev. Allen
organized a gathering of faith leaders in
other states to discuss ways to increase
awareness about the implications of
“Christian” nationalism in our country
today. Christian Nationalism is a
movement that aims to blur the
separation of church and state, favors
earthly power, and overlooks much of
Jesus’s teaching to minister to “the least of
these” and to “love thy neighbor as
thyself”

Some of you may already know that
Rev. Allen is planning to “retire” this
coming December. He hopes to spend

more time doing things he enjoys -
walking the dog, reading, and listening to
music. He also has an outside interest in

economic development. He wants to
travel more and wants to focus on
meeting the needs of children.

What an honor and pleasure it is to
work with Rev. Allen over the past several
decades. Undoubtedly respected at the
state Capitol, he seems ubiquitous. You
can count on him to lead a prayer before
a rally, gathering, or protest. He’s often
seen sitting near the front at legislative
hearings either supporting others or
speaking out on many important social
and environmental issues. Many
accolades can be given to him: a calm and
peaceful presence, creative ideas,
unswerving dedication, and devotion to
God and those he has served, and
courageous—standing with others or
speaking out on others’ behalf. We in
West Virginia are so fortunate to know
and benefit from Rev. Allen’s servant
leadership! Whoever follows in his role
surely has some big shoes to fill! Thank
you, Rev. Allen!

Janet Keating is one of the
original founders of
Christians For The

Mountains in 2005. Janet
retired several years ago
as Director of the Ohio
Valley Environmental

Coalition. She lives on a small farm east of

Huntington, WV. Janet is an avid

birdwatcher, and volunteers her expertise

to initiatives such as Energy Microgrid
development.
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Zondervan (2019)

Unseen: The Gift of being Hidden in a World that Loves to be Noticed

Reviewed by Debora Johnson

by Sara Hagerty

e are shifting the way we live in order to
Wcreate better pictures to post. Many of us no
longer go on a hike and then take a picture to
remember it. We want to take a picture to post, so
we go on a hike to get that picture.

It’s driving us.

It’s feeding our insatiable desire to....
Be seen....

Be affirmed.

Be noticed.

Be loved.

Be liked.

Is there a better way? What if we could find joy
and affirmation in the hidden, the quiet and the
mundane.

There’s grace in taking out the trash.
There’s a blessing in the 30 year old job.
There’s peace in comforting a crying child.

A tree doesn’t look like it’s growing if you stare at
it every single day. But if you water it, prune it and
take care of it and every year compare it with the
way it looked the year before, you'll see that all the
growth is in the “hiddenness”

Hagerty says you may think you are “wasting”
yourself in a hidden corner today: The cubicle on
the fourth floor. The hospital bedside of an elderly
parent. The laundry room. But that is the place
where God meets you with a radical love. That is the
place where you can give everything at His feet,
whether or not anyone else ever proclaims your
name, whether or not anyone else ever sees. And
soon you will realize that circumstances haven’t
relegated you to that place. You've been “invited.”

When we cut ourselves off from attending to God
in the quiet and the small, we're cutting ourselves off
from spiritual food, starving ourselves of our life
source, which is the unconventional sitting at His
teet and seeing Him throughout every messy,
wonder-filled moment of our day. We choose
wonder when we look at God and talk with Him—
even, and maybe especially, at the odd times.

Author and pastor Eugene Peterson writes, “In
prayer we intend to leave the world of anxieties and
enter a world of wonder. We decide to leave an ego-
centered world of problems and enter a world of
mystery. But it is not easy. We are used to anxieties,
egos and problems; we are not used to wonder, God
and mystery””

Wonder means cracking open our eyes to see
God, who is seeing us, “all the time.” But wonder is
sometimes shy. It slips the notice of hearts that
refuse to look for it in the minutia of life. Even after
a family skirmish, a flat tire and three visits to the
doctor’s office in one week—all things no one
outside our world would know about—God calls us
to wonder. We can ask Him to speak to us, then. We
can find life in His Word, then. We can reach for His
nearness, then. A life trained toward scanning the
day for His wonders at those times is a life sinking
its roots, strong, into love.

Hagerty also reminds us to give yourself
permission to start where you are and to start small.
Once when she was in full time ministry, her staff
team set aside a full January day to pray. At the
retreat center the group spent their day fasting and
praying. It was an intense and memorable day, but
perhaps not in the way it should have been. She felt
restless. She checked her watch after every hour. Her
body wasn’t use to fasting and her mind wasn't use
to praying for an hour, much less the long hours of
an entire day. She felt like a junior varsity cross-
country runner at the Olympics. She knew that
prayer is a work of God, but she couldn’t cut. She
felt bored, indifferent and God felt distant and there
was a grumbling, empty stomach to content with.

A decade later while tucking one of her four
adopted children in bed, she breathed a silent
prayer....’God, heal this broken heart of hers” At
that point in her life, minute-long prayers were
multiplying, consistently and covertly escorting her
into longer conversations with God, conversations
that were moving beyond her morning quiet time
and into the parts of her day where she was most
inclined to produce something.

Years ago, a full day of conversation with God
was too intangible for her immature heart. She
wasn't ready. God was unfamiliar to her, a mere

acquaintance. But now she had begun relating to
God as a friend. Slowly, imperceptibly, she had
moved from seeing Him as a coach who constantly
pushed her to work harder, to seeing Him as a
loving Father who wanted to share His heart with
her. As a result, her conversations with God
changed from once-a-day requests for help with
tasks and assignments, to moment-to-moment
breath prayers throughout her day. A string of tiny
prayers. This is how you talk to friends, after all:
frequently and openly.

Sara Hagerty is a lifelong admirer of words. She's
experienced their power to revive. The way she sees
and crafts words comes from her love for God and his
Word. Sara is married to her favorite person, Nate, and
she's a mother of seven--four adopted from Africa and
three through surprise miracle pregnancies. She's also
a bestselling author and speaker who has found the
significance of words whispered in hidden places as
conversation with and worship to God as well as
written in tearful honesty and shared with her readers.
Today Sara's words offer God's hope to readers facing
unexpected life circumstances. You can follow her on
Instagram at @sarahagertywrites and on Substack at
sarahagerty.substack.com.

Debora Johnson
enjoys conversations with
God while attending to her
gardens on her homeplace
in countryside West
Virginia.
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One Hundred Ten Years Ago: The WWI Christmas Truce of 1914

e Christmas Truce has become one of the most famous
and mythologized events of the First World War. But what
was the real story behind the truce? Why did it happen
and did British and German soldiers really play football in
no-man's land?

Late on Christmas Eve 1914, men of the British
Expeditionary Force (BEF) heard German troops in the
trenches opposite them singing carols and patriotic songs
and saw lanterns and small fir trees along their trenches.
Messages began to be shouted between the trenches.

The following day, British and German soldiers met in no
man's land and exchanged gifts, took photographs and
some played impromptu games of football. They also
buried casualties and repaired trenches and dugouts. After
Boxing Day, meetings in no man's land dwindled out.

The truce was not observed everywhere along the
Western Front. Elsewhere the fighting continued and
casualties did occur on Christmas Day. Some officers were
unhappy at the truce and worried that it would
undermine fighting spirit.

After 1914, the High Commands on both sides tried to
prevent any truces on a similar scale happening again.

Despite this, there were some isolated incidents of soldiers
holding brief truces later in the war, and not only at

Christmas.
[The Real Story of the Christmas Triuce © IWM (https://www.iwm.org.uk/
history/the-real-story-of-the-christmas-truce)

World War I broke out in summer 1914. Carnage was extensive, as men
trained in 19't Century battle charge tactics ran into the deadly teeth of
machine gun fire. By the time winter set in, opposing forces were dug into
trenches in close proximity to each other (sometimes only a few hundred
yards apart). In reality the situation was basically stalemated, although raids
and charges and gun fire were commonplace. Life in the trenches was not
only dangerous but miserable in mud and cold and lonliness for families.

Truces broke out in several places along the
Western Front. Perhaps hearing the closely-
separated opposing armies singing familiar
Christmas carols brought to mind the meaning of
Christmas, and stirred hearts to reach out.

Christmas truces had been periodically practiced in
Christendom Europe for centuries.

ermans and British played
occer Christmas Day, 2014.
report is that Germany won
game 2-1.
oldiers shared snacks,
howed family photos, enjoyed
amaraderie.

o -
"

Some fraternization
might have occurred
Christmas Eve. Most
breakthroughs occurred
Christmas morning
when a brave person
would venture forth.

On that holy day men
became brothers.
However, the
commanding officers were
unhappy and ordered
their soldiers to resume
the fighting. Some soldiers|
[were reluctant.

Now, 110 years of more
[wars have passed. Will we

A Statue in Liverpool, England Commemorating ever learn to love as Jesus
the Christmas Truce of 1914

taught?
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The Costs of War

Source: The Watson Institute for International & Public Affairs at

Brown University “Cost of War” Project. https://watson.brown.edu/

Pentagon spending has totaled over $14
trillion since the start of the war in

Pentagon Spending

Pentagon spending has totaled over $14 trillion since the start of the war in Afghanistan,
with one-third to one-half of the total going to military contractors.

Weapons makers have spent $2.5 billion on lobbying over the past two decades, employing,

on average, over 700 lobbyists per year over the past five years.

Afghanistan, one-third to one-half of Numerous companies took advantage of wartime conditions to overcharge the government
which went to defense contractors. or engage in outright fraud. In 2011, the Commission on Wartime Contracting in Iraq and

Sexual Assault in the Military: Estimates

Even though the U.S. military has implemented policies to promote
gender equality, sexual assault prevalence in the military is likely two to
four times higher than official government estimations. On average,
over the course of the war in Afghanistan, 24 percent of active-duty
women and 1.9 percent of active-duty men experienced sexual
assault.... most pronounced for women of color.

During the post-9/11 wars, the prioritization of force readiness above
all else allowed the problem of sexual assault to fester, papering over
internal violence and gender inequalities within military institutions.

HOW DEATH
OUTLIVES WAR

The Reverberating Impact of War
on Human Health

Afghanistan estimated that waste, fraud and abuse had totaled between $31 billion and $60
billion.

Exaggerated estimates of the military challenges posed by China have become the new
rationale of choice in arguments for keeping the Pentagon budget at historically high levels.

DNCH &7, O avERLCl

RACIAL, GENDER, &
SEXUAL MINOQRITIES

FACE THE

GREATEST RISK

OF ASERULY

ULE. SIFVET BEWBIRE iR CID
SENUAL ASSRULT

Heartbreak, Destruction, and Death Continue After War

o Atleast 38 million people have been displaced—becoming refugees seeking
safety in another country, or becoming internally displaced people within their
own country—as a result of the wars the U.S. military has fought since 2001 in
and from Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia, the Philippines, Libya
and Syria.

o Although the U.S. Defense Department has significantly reduced its fossil fuel
consumption since the early 2000s, it remains the world’s single largest
consumer of oil — and as a result, one of the world’s top greenhouse gas

emitters.
Moral injury is when one feels they have violated their conscience or moral compass when o The United States spent and obligated trillions of dollars to fight the post-9/11
they take part in, witness or fail to prevent an act that disobeys their own moral values or wars. When calculating the U.S. federal price tag for wars, it is important to

personal principles.

According to the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), moral injury in the context of war
comes from participation in actions related to combat warfare, such as killing or harming
others. Moral injury can also come indirectly from acts like witnessing a death or others dying,
failing to prevent similar immoral acts, and granting or receiving orders that can be viewed as

immoral or inhuman.

US soldiers are now more likely to die from suicide than any other cause.

look beyond direct congressional war appropriations, to spending on items like
U.S. veterans’ health care and interest on war borrowing.

At least 940,000 people have been killed by direct war violence in post 9/11
wars. Many others have been wounded. Massive numbers of civilians have died
indirectly as a result of the destruction of hospitals and infrastructure and
environmental contamination, among other war-related problems.
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Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. (Teaching of Jesus in Matthew 5:9 (KJV)

eacemaking 1s more than just a state of well-being but
involves action. The Greek word for peacemaking,
pirenopoios, pairs eirene (peace, unity, harmony, all is
well) with poieo (make, do, cause, bring forth). In this
sin-drenched, violent, rivalrous world, peace between
people does not simply happen. Peacemaking requires
pffort, courage, risk, humility, infused with hope, faith,
hnd love. Could it be that the verses in the Beatitudes
that follow Jesus’s exhortation to be peacemakers point
that the righteous will be reviled and persecuted?

Peacemaking involves a total commitment of oness life.
Accepting Christ’s total forgiveness of one’s personal sins
releases one from guilt-infused self-condemnation is
peacemaking. Seeking forgiveness, offering restitution,
working for reconciliation with those we have offended
is peacemaking. Forgiving those who have offended us is
peacemaking. Refusing to participate in harmful,

being 1n solidarity with the Poor; advocacy for social
justice, peacefulness, health, education and harmony;
protecting and enhancing the Earth.

Following are a few of many thousands of
causes and organizations that are active in
peacemaking and in compassionate service.

slanderous, violent, or bemeaning activities is
peacemaking. Participating in causes for the common
good of society is peacemaking such as helping and
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VFP is an organization of and by military
veterans who pledge to use non-violent
means to serve the cause of world peace.

This includes raising public awareness of the
causes and costs of war; restrain our
governments from intervening, overtly and
covertly, in the internal affairs of other
nations; to seek justice for veterans and
victims of war.

https://www.veteransforpeace.org

ALLMEDP is a coalition of over 160
prganizations—and hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians and Israelis—
building cooperation, justice, equality,
self-determination, shared society,
mutual understanding, and peace
nmong their communities. The power
pf peace-building programs as conflict
resolution tools is clear: less fear, hatred
hnd violence, increased economic
prowth, and greater understanding of
the other, as well as the stake each party|
has in a shared future.
https://www.allmep.org/

allmep

Alliance For
Middle East Peoce

= Huly Land Trust

Holy Land Trust is a Palestinian
brganization committed to fostering
peace, justice and understanding in the
Holy Land. We are deal with the root
causes of violence and seek to develop
polutions in our belief that true peace
and justice is achieved through
nonviolent activism, personal and
ppiritual transformation. Holy Land
Trust focuses on personal
transformation and addressing the
ppiritual trauma that prevents a just and
Jasting peace. Holy Land Trust is neither
b political nor a religious organization
but seeks to practice and live a life
motivated by unconditional love and
not fear. https://www.holylandtrust.org

Community Peacemaker Teams (CPT)
places teams at the invitation of local
peacemaking communities that are
confronting situations of lethal conflict.
These teams support and amplify the
voices of local peacemakers who risk
injury and death by waging nonviolent
direct action to confront systems of
violence and oppression. CPT enlists
Spiritual communities and individuals in
into a broad multi-faith network that
supports spiritually-centered
peacemaking, creative public witness,
nonviolent direct action, and protection of
human rights. https://cpt.org

KAWWEFS

Woundod Warriors Family Suapport

Wounded Warriors Family Support is a
veteran-run mission to provide support to
the families of those who have been
wounded, injured or killed during combat
pbperations. The families of our casualties
suffer in many ways: some physically, some
psychologically.

Supportive projects include Caregiver
Support for injured veterans such as meals,
housekeeping, medical travel grants, and In-
Home Care services; Family Retreats to
reconnect with their loved ones; Mobility
orants to obtain modified vehicles for

wounded veterans. https://wwfs.org/

K INTERNATIONAL
OMMITTEE
The International Rescue Committee

IRC) helps people affected by

humanitarian crises to survive, recover,
hnd rebuild their lives.

With record millions of people
displaced by war, hunger, persecution,
disasters, and climate, IRC provides
food, clean water, medical care,
education to children, resettlement ,and
hope to individuals and communities.

[RC welcomes volunteers to help in its
services to refugees.
https://www.rescue.org

.-":'-' -
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J MEDECING SANS FROMTIERES
DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS
[Doctors Without Borders brings
medical care to people affected by
conflict, disasters, epidemics, and social

exclusion. Providing services in over 70
countries,

Doctors Without Borders personnel
sometimes personally risk their lives as
they enter into war zones, disease
pandemic situations, and natural
disasters to provide highest possible
medical care, nutrition support, maternal
health, and disease prevention.
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/

The Salvation Army is an international
movement in the universal Christian
Church, motivated by the love of God, to
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to
meet human needs in His name without
discrimination.

Food pantries, disaster relief, rent and
utility assistance, domestic violence help,
veterans services, life skills training,
homeless shelters, anti-human
trafficking, and more.
https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/
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—Compiled by Allen Johnson

except through me." John 14:6

John 10:1,9

life and in death.

God's revelation.

1. "I am the Way and the Truth and the Life; no one comes to the Father

"Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold through
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. I am the
gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved.”

Jesus Christ, as he is attested to us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word
of God whom we have to hear, and whom we have to trust and obey in

We reject the false doctrine that the Church could and should
recognize as a source of its proclamation, beyond and besides this one
Word of God, yet other events, powers, historic figures and truths as

The above is the first of six theses of the Barmen Declaration. Each thesis has a New
Testament passage, an affirmation, and a negation.

The 1934 Barmen Declaration was a call to resistance against the theological claims of the
Nazi state. Almost immediately after the Nazi seizure of power in 1933, Protestant
Christians faced pressure to "aryanize" the Church, expel Jewish Christians from the
ordained ministry and adopt the Nazi "Fiihrer Principle" as the organizing principle of
church government. In general, the churches succumbed to these pressures, and many
Christians embraced them willingly. The pro-Nazi "German Christian" movement became
a force in the church. They glorified Adolf Hitler as a "German prophet" and preached that
racial consciousness was a source of revelation alongside the Bible.

But some Christians in Germany—including Lutheran and Reformed, liberal and neo-
orthodox—opposed the encroachment of Nazi ideology on the Church's proclamation. At
Barmen, this emerging "Confessing Church" adopted a declaration drafted by Reformed
theologian Karl Barth and Lutheran theologian Hans Asmussen, which expressly
repudiated the claim that other powers apart from Christ could be sources of God's

revelation.
Adapted from Robert McAfee Brown,Kairos: Three Prophetic Challenges to the Church, published in 1990 by Eerdmans.

Almost immediately after Hitler’s seizure of
power in 1933, Protestant Christians faced
pressure to “aryanize” the Church, expel
Jewish Christians from the ordained
ministry and adopt the Nazi “Fuhrer
Principle” as the organizing principle of

church government. https://www.ucc.org/
beliefs_barmen-declaration/

When 138 church leaders met in
armen in May, 1934, their chief
oncern was that the Nazi regime
anted to put all the major Protestant
hurches into a unified German Reich
hurch headed by a bishop allied with
itler. Local churches would lose their
utonomy. Karl Barth, an eminent
heologian, drafted the Barmen
eclaration, which was approved and
signed after vigorous discussion. The
eclaration focus was on defending the
autonomy of the Church in foremost
oyalty to Christ, rather than a frontal

attack on the Nazi regime and its

ideology. This was the basis of what
became known as the “Confessing
Church” The Nazi regime immediately
recognized that the Confessing Church
would not give required foremost
allegiance. Mainstream German
Christians that capitulated to the Nazi
regime maligned the Confessing
Church leaders as enemies of the
nation.

Hitler conceded to
religious practice in a
soul-centered
spiritual realm.
Hymn singing,
prayers, liturgies, and
moral platitude
sermons in church

building space were
tolerated. In the public
sphere, however, Hitler demanded full
allegiance and obedience with no
tolerance to competing loyalties. Even so,
everything under his realm including the
churches must be under his ultimate
authority and control. This the
Confessing Church would not concede.

.

Catholic Priests .

Less that 16 years earlier, Germany had
suffered a devastating, defeat in World
War . The victorious Allied Powers
imposed massive reparations on

Nazism Even Seduced Some

Germany as compensation for the
damage caused by the war. This factor,
along with a global depression, created
deep economic hardship. The German
people were proud of their heritage with
gifted authors (e.g., Goethe, Mann,),
philosophers (e.g., Kant, Nietzsche),
composers (e.g., Bach, Beethoven,
Brahms), inventors, theologians, artists,
and educators. The peoples’ humiliation,
impoverishment, and resentment made
ripe for a demagogue to exploit.

The influence of the 16™
Century German reformer,
Martin Luther was significant.
Drawing upon scripture passages
such as Romans 13, Luther had
formulated a Two Kingdoms

theology. Luther's belief was that
God rules the world through two
distinct realms: the spiritual "Kingdom of
God" where individuals are governed by
the Holy Spirit through faith, and the
earthly "Kingdom of the World" where
secular authorities maintain order
through law and coercion, even if
necessary, to restrain evil and maintain
peace, essentially separating the church's
spiritual authority from the state's
temporal power to govern society.

Luther’s teaching that Christians should
give almost absolute submission to the
political authorities, along with his anti-
Semitic writings and tirades against Jews,
had persisted through succeeding
centuries to bring fuel to the Nazi
agenda. Thus, the Nazis had historical
church fodder to persecute Jews, and to
punish Christian dissenters.

During the following years of the Nazi
regime, some of the foremost leaders of
the Confessing Church went into exile
(e.g. Barth), were imprisoned in
concentration camps (e.g., Martin
Niemoller), executed (e.g., Dietrich
Bonhoefter). Others were harassed,
stripped of their pastoral posts, ripped
from their funds, and maligned. Yet
others, their main concern being the
autonomy of their parishes, partially
accommodated to Hitler’s policies of
racialism, persecution of Jews, and
military aggression.

Some Signers of the Barmen Declaration
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When Deposing Tyrants by Violent Means Backfires

Sic Semper Tyrannus, shouted actor John
Wilkes Booth as he fatally shot President
Abraham Lincoln. This quote, attributed to
Brutus when he daggered Julius Caesar, is
translated from Latin as “thus always to tyrants.”
Booth was a Confederate sympathizer who
believed the assassination would rejuvenate his
cause. While today Lincoln is justly revered,
this was not the perspective of Booth and
hssociates. That is, the same leader might be a
tyrant to some, a hero to others.

An assassination typically is the attempt by the
perpetrator to significantly shift the course of
history. Caesar was consolidating too much
power, according to the justification of the
pssassins. Yet it backfired. The Roman lower
classes, with whom Caesar was popular, were
enraged at the aristocratic assassins. The
hssassination precipitated the end of the Roman
Republic

Politically-motivated assassinations and regimg
changes in our modern era have frequently
backfired. The assassination of Archduke
Ferdinand of Austria 110 years ago precipitated
a domino chain of alliances into World War I
Multiple regime-change operations engineered
by the United States in the Western hemisphere
directly led to tyrannical governments over
destabilized impoverished populations (e.g
Honduras, Nicaragua, Cuba, Dominican
Republic, Guatemala, Haiti, Chile, South Korea
El Salvador, Iran, Republic of Congo, Indonesia
Argentina, Libya, South Vietnam).

In 1944, some military officers plotted to
assassinate Adolph Hitler by placing a bomb
under his desk. As if by a miracle, Hitler escaped
the blast with burns and a ruptured eardrum
Among the plotters was theologian Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, who had wrestled with the ethical
decision. After the failed assassination attempt
Hitler doubled down on the war effort and

purge of Jews. (see next)

Assassination Attempt on Hitler Backhres

The documentary film Blindspot presents the provocative,
heart-wrenching memoir of Hitler 's secretary, Traudl Junge. In
it, she remembers the assassination attempt (on July 20. 1944).
She recalls how the bomb exploded in such a way and at a
precise moment that Hitler narrowly escaped. She says that
after surviving the attack, Hitler was more convinced than ever
before that God was protecting him and his mission (with a
triumphant smile, Hitler showed Mussolini the site of the
bombing). It fueled his reign of terror and confidence in his
mission. Violence galvanized his violence. Ms. Junge says that
after the bomb attempt," Any hopes for peace were lost."

Hitler rolled forward with record fervor to "rid the world of evil."
Another attempt to pick up the sword went haywire. not only
fueling further bloodshed but costing our brother Bonhoeffer
his own life as he was executed by the Nazis. Once again, the
cross lost. and the Devil laughed.

Shane Claiborne, Chris Haw, Jesus for President. (Zondervan, Mi., 2008). Page 203

Christian Nationalism and Daniel of The Bible

aniel and the Lions’ Den. This is a

favorite Sunday School story for
young children. Although forbidden by
law, Daniel worships God anyway, is
punished by being thrown into a den of
hungry lions to be torn apart and
devoured, and yet the lions stay calm.
The king then recognizes the true God.

The backstory is that Daniel was a Jew
exiled to Babylon. King Darius
established 120 government provinces
in Persia, with Daniel being one of three
higher officials to oversee the provinces.
In time, Daniel was so proficient in his
administrative position that Darius
promoted him to be in top charge over
all. Knowing that Daniel prayed to the
God of the Jews, certain officials jealous
of Daniel plotted to get the national law

changed so that all worship must be
solely to the king; violators would be
executed by lion. (Daniel 6)

A parallel story that Sunday School
children learn in Daniel 3 involves three
young Jewish exiles, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, who Daniel
appoints as government officials, They,
too, refuse to worship the Babylonian
idols, are then tattled by jealous officials,
and consequently thrown into a hot
furnace, yet are not scathed. (Daniel 3)

It is important to note that these
faithful Jews served diligently and
effectively the Babylonian government.
Nonetheless, they were careful not to
have their faith compromised by the
privileges and luxuries offered to them.
For example, they refused the proffered
choice food and drink; instead, they
subsisted on vegetables and water, yet
thrived. (Daniel 1)

A Dbaptized Christian vows sole
allegiance to one Lord. The First of the
Ten Commandments is clear. Other

loyalties are derivative. When Jesus is
asked what the greatest commandment
is, He says, “Love the Lord your God
with all your heart, all your soul, and all
your mind. This is the first and most
important command. And the second
command is like the first: ‘Love your
neighbor the same as you love yourself’
All of the law and the writings of the
prophets take their meaning from these
two commands.” (Matthew 22:37-40 ERV)

The preeminent Command is to love
God with all devotion. Then, derived
through devoted love for God, one loves
neighbor. And in the Parable of the
Good Samaritan, Jesus shows that love
of neighbor is anyone in need.

Therefore, Christians can and should
work for the Common Good of society.
In the USA, the Common Good can be
situations and needs that altruistic
people both religious and secular might
have significant agreement: quality
education, health care, employment
opportunity, elderly help, alleviating
poverty, healthy unpolluted ecosystems,

fair and fair honest representative
governance, along with much more.

Christians can be the conscience of a
nation. The government and its
citizenry run the country. However,
Christians should not expect a
government to prop it up our faith. A
“mathematical formula” such as Church
+ Government = the Kingdom of God
weakens the identity and gospel mission
of the Church. This becomes especially
problematic in partisan politics. This
partisanship can  degenerate to
effectively promote one candidate and
his/her party as God’s chosen, and the
opponent as the devil’s chosen.

The power of the Christian Church is
given by The Holy Spirit. Not through
political power. Inspire politics, yes.
Grasp and control politics, no.

Importantly, Christians need to avoid
temptations and mandates of the state
that compromise our allegiance to Jesus.
This might mean consequences to bear.
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An Interview with Bob Marshall, Treasurer of Christians For The Mountains

My name is Bob Marshall. I'm a native
West Virginian, born in Dunbar, a little
town in near Charleston. At the age of
five, my father moved me, my mom and
my older brother to a farm in the middle
of nowhere about an hour from Charles-
ton in Jackson County. He was a city boy.
My mom was a city girl. We learned the
hard way raising livestock. We had a 53-
acre farm. We had cows, horses, chick-
ens, rabbits, and we were terrible at tak-
ing care of all of them. We learned from
our mistakes and from neighbors help-
ing, but it was a wonderful life as a child
growing up in the country. We had a
herd of cows; we had several horses. We
had all the different animals that a small
hobby farm would have. Early on, I was
main caretaker of the animals. My
brother was really not interested in
animal husbandry or farming. I was
helping my dad with gardening and tak-
ing care of the animals. So, it came natu-
rally that after high school, I attended
West Virginia University with my career
track in pre veterinary medicine. I was

there for three years, then on to

Bob Marshall is co-founder of CFTM.
Bob exudes joy, friendliness, and a
willingness to help. In 2000, Bob was
awarded Steward of God’s Creation
by the National Religious Coalition on
Creation Care. Bob is married, with
children and grandchildren to enjoy.

Mountain Vision editor Allen Johnson
interviewed Bob in November.

veterinary school at Purdue University.

Four years later I graduated.

In1980, I came back to West Virginia
and hired on at a practice in near
Charleston, a little town called Elkview.
I've been in that practice for 44 years, my
whole career, same place. Pretty neat ex-
perience. Most people don't stay in the
same place career-wise, their whole life
as I have. I ended up owning part of the
practice. Later on, we expanded to two
locations, became a seven, eight doctor
practice in the 90s and 2000s. My senior
partner

retired, so I sold my share as well. I work
part time there at the mostly small ani-
mal clinic. And I do farm calls. I still do
what I really love the most about veteri-
nary medicine. I make house calls, farm
calls. I take care of people's horses or
goats, sheep, cows, chickens, pigs, or pet
dogs and cats at the farm. Pretty neat.
Often, one-on-one relationships develop.
I really enjoy that. Feel like I'm still
serving the public and doing some good
in the world. So that's my

career path.

In 1983 I met my wife, Beth, and we got
married. She already had three children,
two boys and a girl. So, we had an instant
family. Lived in Charleston until they
were all through high school, near where

they grew up so they would be in the

same school. Then we relocated back to
the old family farm where I grew up, in
Jackson County, where I live now. My
parents passed away in the early 2000s
but I was able to spend quite a bit of time
with them here on the family farm. That
felt good. And presently, we have a farm,
about 150 acres. I have eight horses, 15
chickens, five rescue dogs, and my latest
passion, about 46 beehives right now.
Started beekeeping about 10 years ago
with one or two hives. I went to four or
five, and then one winter, all but one of
them died. From that, I learned how to
manage the parasites and the feeding.
I've expanded since then. And now my
wife and I, we I do the beekeeping. Have
about five different locations where I
have up to 12 hives in each location. She
does the selling of the honey. It’s a good
partnership. That's where I am right

now. Still practicing at age of nearly 70.

I have loved animals all these years. It’s
nice to have a job where you you're
around what you love, and get the people
interaction too. So, yeah, it's, it's the best
of both worlds. And you know, so much
of being a Christian. Beth and I got mar-
ried in the Episcopal Church in 1983, a
little church in Charleston. I've been ac-
tive there ever since. The way that the
Gospels are taught and lived out in Epis-
copal Church kind of agrees with me. It's
kind of my world view. So anyway, that's
kind of where I am in my Christian faith.
That little church has done so many
different community project things. It's
just amazing how involved they are. And

I try to plug in where I can.

It's where Christians For The Mountains
started during a weekend gathering at St
Luke's Episcopal Church. We actually

four different churches that all merged at
St Luke's about 15 years ago, and now
called St Christopher Episcopal Church.
It's probably the most integrated church
in West Virginia by far, because one of
the churches that joined us was a little
mostly black Episcopal Church. We have
a really neat mix of people and back-
grounds. Pretty neat to see everybody
come together. That doesn't happen very
often, in West Virginia anyway.

I am still working at a clinic a couple
days a week, doing small animal
medicine surgery, and then I do farm
calls the other days as needed. I have
clients that I've seen their grandchildren,
and I'm starting to run into some great
grandchildren. Means I've been in a long

time.

Bob is asked about horse

endurance rides

Let's see, in 2009 so what is that? 15
years ago, I was asked to assist as a vet-
erinarian. In endurance rides, same one
horse, one rider. The distances vary from
anywhere from 25 miles up to 100 miles,
depending on the particular setup for
that day at the venue. And these are over
trails through the woods. These horses
are closely regulated, observed, and ex-
amined by the veterinarians such as my-
self. T actually competed in some en-
durance rides. The longest distance I've
ever done was 50 miles in a day. I've kind
of morphed into, in the last five or six
years, into mostly working the rides as a
veterinarian. So not only are we ensuring
the safety and welfare of the horses, but
if they do get in trouble, if they're sick, if
they're dehydrated, if they're exhausted,

if one of them injures a leg, cuts itself. As
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Interview with Bob Marshall

(continued from previous page)

one of the ride veterinarians, we're there
responsible for taking care of them. Over
the years, I've sutured up horses that
have fallen and injured themselves. I've
treated lots of horses with IV fluids that
were exhausted from just dehydration. In
order to make it as safe as possible sport
for the horses, the veterinarians such as
myself are in charge of the welfare of the
horse. We call it.

It's really interesting. I go all over the
country. I've been to California. I've been
to the Mojave Desert, the Sierra Moun-
tains. I've been to Vermont, Florida, Vir-
ginia, so I've got to meet a lot of people
and interact with a lot of different cul-
tures. We have international endurance
rides a few times a year here in the
United States where most of those are
upper level international riders from Eu-
rope, from the Middle East, even people
from Australia, that come and compete.

It’s neat to meet different nationalities.

Bob is asked about Alaska

In 2003 is when I started going to Alaska.
My older brother was a dentist with the
native health service in Alaska. He did
really cool village trips. He would fly to
these super remote villages in a little tiny
plane with an assistant and a portable

dental chair, to a village of like, 200 na-

tive people. He'd stay two or three weeks
with people in the village, set up his chair
and his equipment, drills and stuff, and
do dentistry on the whole village. That
was such a good service to them. He met
so many different, really cool people in
Alaska, and invited me to come along.
His daughter followed, and she's now a
nurse there in Anchorage. We went in
2003 with some friends, and I've been
going back ever since other than the
COVID years.

Bob shares how he became involved
with environmental advocacy

I got involved in environmental advo-
cacy, with my Christian faith sort of
guiding my views and principles and
what I got involved in. Probably the ear-
liest I remember becoming involved and
really just aware of, environmental
degradation was 1992. I remember the
year because we joined a group including
some of my family members, where we
actually had a case that made it all the
way to the West Virginia Supreme
Court. It was against the West Virginia
Division of Forestry that was doing sal-
vage logging in Kumbrabow State For-
est, where I grew up as a as a child,
hunting and hiking and fishing. They
were doing some pretty bad damage to
the trout streams. That was my first taste
of advocacy. I became a member of the
Board of West Virginia Highlands Con-
servancy, which is probably the largest
environmental group in the state. I've
been on the board since 1992, and was
treasurer for a long time. That organiza-
tion does just tremendous work. And
just to see how it's been rejuvenated by

our wonderful employees with day-to-

day activities. I'm really proud of the or-

ganization.

Opening the Book of Nature, I think, is
where I met Allen and Fred Krueger. I
remember attending many of those.
Mostly camping retreats, not always,
sometimes they were retreats at churches
or other places, where we spent hours ev-
ery day outside, sort of letting to God
speak to us through nature, and then get-

ting back together and discussing.

Bob discusses his lifestyle and his
way of service

It's been my honor to be the treasurer for
Christians For The Mountains. I feel
good about the things that we've done
and hopefully the projects will do in the
future. For me, it is forward thinking. It's
acting locally, what we can do in our own
communities. Simple personal stuff like
recycling, reducing energy footprints at
our homes and then just talking with
people. Many years ago I participated in
several of the Washington Week where
we go and lobby in DC and talk to legis-
lators and to government officials and
everything, and I really hope some of
that did some good. But I'm almost back
to my roots now. As far as acting locally,
I'm still active in Highlands Conser-
vancy. ’'m on the board of the West Vir-
ginia Citizen Action Group that does

some really good stuff locally.

I think I'm more optimistic that we can
preserve things and just be good stew-
ards of the land, like the farm of 150
acres I've been blessed to have. I've really
taken a lot more interest in being a good

steward, of doing the right things, pre-

serving the trees and taking good care of
the soil and making sure the wildlife
have healthy habitat. This has been a
tough year for animals in the state as it is
so it's dry. I've reinvested myself and
recommitted myself to acting locally, not
just in my community, but also in my
own farm and house and family. I think
I'm beginning to believe it's kind of the
one on one. You know, we sort of share
with one other person. I think we win
minds and hearts and souls one person
at a time. The grand scale, I think that's
important too, but I think the one on
one, sharing and helping with people,
and just living by example, that's really
important to me. It's what everybody can
do, and oftentimes actually makes a big-
ger impact as we do that. Listen to peo-
ple here, especially young people. They
watch adults. They notice what we do,

what we don't do, and how we do it.

Beekeeping has really re-energized my
interest in not using any chemicals. Was
just automatic for me without thinking
what I would plant in the garden, plant
in my fields. Now I plant wildflowers
and native habitat. We raise a small veg-
etable garden. I really think having bees
helps me realize how connected every-
thing is and how sensitive our environ-
ment is to chemicals and changes in the
climate. It really makes you aware of why
we need to be good stewards. We use or-
ganic acids to treat bees from varroa
mites. Oxalic acid is actually found in
honey, formic acid and thymol is a plant
derivative. We don't use any pesticides or
insecticides. I say we, I mean those of us

who do organic beekeeping.
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The Role of Love in Learning from Creation

In the lifeofSt. Francis
of Assisi (1182 -1226) his 4
biographer Thomas =
Celano relates that when
the brothers were cutting
wood, he would always
forbid them to cut downa
whole tree so that it might
grow up again. He asked &=
gardeners not to dig up the
edges of the fields so that
wild flowers and green
grasses could grow and
glorify the Father of all things He
picked up worms after a rain so they
would not be trampled upon, and he
had honeyand wineset out for the bees
in the winter season. He called by the
name of brother all animals.

Francis learned to see the goodness
of God in every creature. The reason,
says his biographer, is that "he was
possessed by an extraordinary love
for created things." His love
embraced all creatures. When he
encounteredthe wild wolf of Gubbio
which terrorized the region, the wolf
was no match for his holiness and it
soon became tame and changed in his
presence, which demonstrates the
amazing effect love has upon animals
and humans alike.

The basic lesson from St. Francis is
that creation responds to love. But
the love of St. Francis was no
ordinary love. This was the product
of a love for God pouring love back
through him so that everyone and
every creature who felt this love was
touched, not just by St. Francis, but
by the love of God.

So, what is this love? It is not a
sentimental emotion and it is not a
syrupy out-gushing of sweet words of
endearment. Love is a sacrificial
giving of one's self to God and others.
Love is a heart-centered out-pouring
of openness and affection. Love is a
key that opens the door to created
things. It deepens one's penetration
and "knowing" of creation. The more
one loves, the more life pours through

The Mountain Vision

that person and brighten
his or her life.

To know creation, love it.
The more you love it, the
more it opens up a depth
of wisdom to reveal the
mysteries of life. St. Francis
demonstrates this kind of
"ecstatic love" for creatures
because he was not merely
loving birds or crickets or
wolves, but he was loving
the Christ hidden in creatures. The
motive for this love is the same motive
as for love of people: it affirms a unity
in Christ. Our love for God becomes a
blessing, an extension of our sense of
God, to our neighbors and all the
surrounding environment.

In the Gospel of John, the Evangelist
writes, "For God so loved the world
(in Greek, the original word is kosmos,
which means the whole created
order), that He gave His only
begotten Son."

If people are made in the image of
God, and if God loves His creation,
should we do any less? Love of
creation becomes an aspect of our
imitation of Lord.

Another Francis, almost twenty
centuries later, also reflects on this
subject. The evangelical restorer of the
ancient pro-life perspective, Francis
Schaeffer (1912-1984) writes, "If I love
the Lover, I love what the Lover has
made. If I don't love what the Lover
hasmade—in the area of man, in the
area of nature—do I really love the
Lover?"

One of the few people to apply this
principle in a popularly described
manner is George Washington
Carver. This son of a slave provides
apt insight about how to love
creation. Carver says that the secret
of working with flowers or plants is
to love them. 'When I touch a flower,
“he says, "I am touching infinity."
Carver saw flowers and all other
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by Fred Krueger
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face of God.
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For Carver love was complemented by
two other qualities to form a workable
relationship with creation. Humility
and expectancy had to accompany love,
but love was still first and it had to be
learned. Then, creation, rightly loved,
would give up its secrets. To understand
this, he tells of a hardened criminal,
who in the face of cross-examination
and torture would never reveal some
dark secret, but in the face of genuine
love, the same person would break down
and reveal the deepest of secrets. This is
an effect of genuine love.

The love that is born and nurtured
through the regular exercise oflove of
creation is rather like the muscles
acquired through regular weight
room exercise. 'They are genuine
muscles and they will bring strength to
other areas where strength is necessary.
In other words, it does not matter how
one learns to love. It is still genuine love
and it will still change the whole being
of the person.

The more love of creation deliberately
seeks the love that is in Jesus Christ, the
more a flow of Spirit and joy pours
forth. At first this seems to be a small
trickle, like a rivulet flowing from a
melting snowbank. But asone's focus
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staysfixed on the Source oflove, and as
onelovesthat Source, a warming of the
heart occurs and the "melt" increases.
What was a small trickle can grow and
become a spring of life-giving and
vitalizing water. This is not our own
water. This is "piped in" from its Source
in the Eternal Spring which is Jesus
Christ. To stay in this "Spring" requires
attention, because the flow oflife which
emerges becomes greater and the run-
off flushes many things up and out of
the subconscious.

As this focus upon the Source of love
is maintained, great insights are possible
because one is closer to encountering
God in nature. This encounter is not a
casual thing. It can be life transforming
and yet it requires the simple act of will
to stay focused upon the Source of life
and love and to let that love pour
through you to the object of love.

Opening the Book of Nature

"Opening the Book of Nature" is a way
of exploring the natural world and its
relationship ~ to  religion  and
science. The phrase "The Book of
Nature" is a religious and philosophical
concept that originated in the Latin
Middle Ages. It refers to the idea that
nature is a book that can be read to gain
knowledge and understanding of God.

Fred Krueger has trained numerous
people to facilitate “Opening the Book
of Nature” retreats. These have ranged
from weekend events to week-long
gatherings in  nature  settings.
Participants individually find a place in
a nature setting to attune themselves to
lessons that God’s creation may impart.
These are then shared when the
participants regroup. Several exercise
focus on specific attitudes when
learning from nature.

Fred Kr'ueger continues as a

r: a foremost leader in the Christian

] % movement to honor God through
‘ ¢ W responsibility to creation. He
bversees World Stewardship Institute.
https://ecostewards.org
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God’s Love in Creation: Scripture and Witness Quotes Compiled by Fred Krueger

Definition: Agape love, which is most often crowned
as the highest form of Christian love, is the kind of
love and action that shows empathy; extends the desire
for good of the beloved; wants the best; extends help or
demonstrates good intentions; and is intended for
everyone. Agape love is sacrificial.

Jesus extends agape love even to enemies as
exemplified on the Cross when He asked His Father to
forgive his crucifiers.

Scripture and Quotes

Brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full
restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind,
live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be
with you. II Corinthians 13:11 mv

Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, it
does not boast, it is not proud. Love does not
dishonor others, love is not self-seeking, love is not
easily angered, love keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices
with the truth. Love always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres. I Corinthians 13:4-7

Anyone who does not love other people does not
know God. We know this because God's own nature
is love. 1 john 4:8 erv

The reason why God’s servants love His creatures
so deeply is that they realize how deeply Christ
loves them. And this is the very character of love, to

love what is loved by those we love.
St. Catherine of Siena (1347-1380)

If we learn to love the earth, we will find
labyrinths, gardens, fountains, and precious jewels!
A whole new world will open itself to us. We will
discover what it means to be truly alive.

St. Therese of Avila (1515-1582)

Both reason and faith tell us that God’s love is
present in every creature and in every event. His
love wishes to unite itself with s through all that the
world contains, all that He has created, obtained,
and allowed...Every moment of our lives can be a
kind of communion with His love, a communion
which can produce in our souls fruits similar to
those we receive with the body and blood of the Son
of God. What a festival and never-ending feast is
ours! Jean Pierre de Caussade (1675-1751)

If you ask what makes a person loves creatures, I
reply that it is compassion and a kind of natural
affection. A person can be fond of a dog because it
obeys him faithfully. In the same way, man in his
original state had a natural inclination to love
animals. Therefore, the greater the progress a man
makes and the nearer he approaches to the state of
innocence the more docile these creatures become
towards him. We see this in St. Francis; he
overflowed with tender compassion even for
animals, because to some extent he had returned to
the state of innocence. This was made clear by the

way irrational creatures obeyed him.
St. Bonaventure (1217-1274)

Love God’s creation, the whole of it and every
grain of sand. Love every leaf, every ray of God’s
light! Love the animals, love the plants, love
everything. You will soon perceive the divine
mystery in things. Once you perceive it, you will
comprehend it better every day. And at last, you will

love the whole world with an all-embracing love.
Fyodor Doestoyevski (1821-1881)

Brothers, love is a teacher; but one must know
how to acquire it, for it is hard to acquire; it is
clearly bought, it is won slowly by long labor. For we
must not love only occasionally for a moment, but
forever. Everyone can love occasionally, even the
wicked can. Doestoyevski (1821-1881)

My brother asked the birds to forgive him. That
sounds senseless, but it is right, for all is flowing and
blending; a touch in one place sets up movement at
the other end of the earth. It may be senseless to beg
forgiveness of the birds, but birds would be happier

at your side, and children and all animals.
Fyodor Doestoyevski (1821-1881)

He prayeth best who loveth best, all things, both
great and small. For the dear God who loveth us, He
made and loveth all. Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834)

We are shaped and fashioned by what we love.
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832)

Love is the purification of the heart from
selfishness. It strengthens and ennobles the
character, gives higher motive and a nobler aim to
every action of life, and makes both man and
woman spring, noble and courageous; and the
power to love truly and devotedly is the noblest gift
with which a human being can be endowed; but it is

a sacred fire that must not be burned to idols.
Geraldine Endsor Jewsbury (1812-1880)

I will kindle my fire this morning

in presence of the holy angels of heaven
God, kindle Thou in my heart within

A Flame of love to my neighbor,

To my foe, to my friend, to my kindred all,
To the brave, to the knave, the thrall.

ancient Gaelic prayer for lighting a morning fire

If you want to identify me, ask me not where I live, or
what I like to eat, or how I comb my hair, but ask me
what I am living for, in detail, and ask me what I think is
keeping me from living fully for the thing I want to live
for. Thomas Merton (1915-1968)

Fallen human beings lie in the dirt. Yet they are precious
stones. A diamond that lies in the dirt cannot glitter. But
because it is a jewel, it cannot be spoiled by the dirt. It
can be picked up and polished again and sparkle as
before. Therefore, when you encounter those who are
lying in the dirt, don’t think that they are rotten. It is a
crime against God’s love to think of anybody as being

lost or bad. What God has created is never bad.
Christoph Friedrich Blumhardt (1842-1919)

Love the Young People: They Need
Hope to Build a Better World

https://www.africanpeoplewildlife.org

I leave you finally a responsibility to our young
people. The world around us really belongs to
youth, for youth will take over its future
management. Our children must never lose their
zeal for building a better world. They must not be
discouraged from aspiring toward greatness for they|
are to be the leaders of tomorrow. Nor must they
forget that the masses of our people are still
underprivileged, ill-housed, impoverished and
victimized by discrimination. We have a powerful
potential in our youth, and we must have the
courage to change old ideas and practices so that we

may direct their power toward good ends.
Mary McLeod Bethune (1875-1955)
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When I was newly retired from

teaching in public schools in
West Virginia, I cast around for quite a
while to find a pursuit for the energy
that I still had. It was my extreme good
fortune to be recruited to volunteer
with the West Virginia Highlands
Conservancy.

Although I grew up in the Mountain
State, I did not know much about coal
mining and its threats. I found that
some of the other volunteers on the
board of the Highlands Conservancy
in the 90’s and early 2000’s were
passionate about dangers to all the
mountains in our state, including
those in the areas of coal extraction.

Through them I visited some of
those areas, met some of the heroes of
resistance to the destruction of our
mountains.

I met Junior Walk. Junior walks the
walk and talks the talk. He is the real
deal.

He grew up loving the hills around
him, and with evolving feelings toward
the coal companies that held sway in
his part of southern West Virginia. His
boyhood and youth might have been
taken from pages of a novel...

The Mountain Vision

Walk on the Mountain
Maxim 2024

His recently published book, “Walk,
on the Mountain; Not a Manifesto,” is
frank about the challenges he faced. It
details how he came to his own good
fortune of meeting coal activist Judy
Bonds and eventually finding purpose
and comradeship with the Coal River
Mountain Watch. Now in his 30s, he
pays much tribute to those who helped
him, particularly to Judy and Larry
Gibson, and he misses them very
much.

In younger years, Junior was drawn to
comic books, video games, and art.
That’s evident in his book. It is

basically a beautiful and horrible
picture book, with a graphic novel
type text. It is horrible due to the
scenes of the defilement of the
mountains. And his writing sings, as if
a reader could be listening to Junior
talk and tell his story. One example:

Winter 2024/2025
by Junior Walk

Reviewed by Cindy Ellis
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"It you're ever out walking through
the woods on a good and warm day
and out of nowhere you smell the
strong scent of cucumbers, get the hell
out of there. That means there’s a
copperhead nearby, and they are
terribly venomous.

Likewise, if you’re ever in a city and
you see a group of men dressed in
sharp, new suits walking into a
building, chances are they’re about to
do more harm than any meager
serpent.”

When I read that passage in the book,
I remembered my reaction to the
tassel-loafer shod lobbyists at the West
Virginia legislature and I leaped up to
write this review.

Another quote:

“Tulip Poplars being
the tree we would always
look for to do a tree
sit. As they grow the
tallest in the woods here.”

Despite the lyricism,
and the manner in which
the book gripped me,
“Walk, on the mountain”
may not be for everyone.
That’s ok. He says things
that need to be said. He
honors some who need to
be remembered. And
Junior Walk has found some measure
of peace...for himself and for the
efforts he is determined to carry on.

“Walk, on the Mountain” is available
from the printing platform Mixam. See
Link at
https://christiansforthemountains.org/
stories/

Cindy Ellis published her review in
The Highlands Voice (Sept. 2024), a
publication of the West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy (WVHC.
This review is adapted, with
permission.

Cindy Ellis is past President and
long-serving board member of
WVHC who lives in Red House, WV.

Coal River Mountain Watch

Junior Walk is an employee ofCoal
River Mountain Watch (CRMW).

Founded in 2005, CRMW is based
in the Coal River Valley of West
Virginia where mountaintop
removal (MTR) devastates lands,
waters, and community health.

CRMW sponsors numerous projects
including documentation of and
legally challenging mining abuses,
advocating renewable clean
energy, and educating citizenry on
awareness and how to monitor
abuse. The Tadpole project
organizes volunteer stream
cleanup.

The Judy Bonds Center for
Appalachian Preservation, named
for our late executive director and
2003 Goldman Environmental Prize
winner, serves as Coal River
Mountain Watch's community
center, volunteer housing, office,
and sustainable economic
demonstration site in Naoma, WV.

https://crmw.net to learn more and
to support this important yet
financially-struggling organization.


https://mixam.com/print-on-demand/66b6aa92aefc6017981b6af3?fbclid=IwY2xjawE8WBVleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHQKWNnI5jiFx0hzDh6fd9NVml4gll2TTXDuWxRv02kfV0fsdcvSziOkUpA_aem_vRf33079IL1BIc4RQLgFpw
https://mixam.com/print-on-demand/66b6aa92aefc6017981b6af3?fbclid=IwY2xjawE8WBVleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHQKWNnI5jiFx0hzDh6fd9NVml4gll2TTXDuWxRv02kfV0fsdcvSziOkUpA_aem_vRf33079IL1BIc4RQLgFpw
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West Virginia University Conference On the Influence of Larry Gibson March 6, 2025

How do we piece together the history of citizens
rather than just political leaders and celebrities?

e That is the question
& m Marybeth Lorbiecki, an

' award-winning
i biographer, will explore
in a public speaking event
at the West Virginia
University (WVU)
! Milano Reading Room at

the Downtown Library
March 6, 2025. Her
newest biographical subject, Larry Gibson, was a West
Virginian of approximately a fifth-grade education and
little means who set out to save Kayford Mountain, his
extended family’s the
destruction of mountaintop removal coal mining (MTR).

ancestral homeland, from

[n a Visiting Scholar public event at West Virginia
University. Lorbiecki will share the process of interviewing
Larry’s family, friends, and co-activists, explaining the
detective work involved in mapping out and timing
happenings, finding collaborating sources and historic
links, and writing a compelling work of nonfiction about
the heroic actions of Larry Gibson and those who
struggled with him.

This
examined the questions: How did Larry learn and pioneer

biographical project and people’s history

new ways to launch a people’s movement, inspiring and

F’

empowering others? And how are those he inspired and
trained working to build new futures with more
opportunities in many different fields in West Virginia
today?

This public and academic event will consider varied
perspectives on these questions in a presentation by
researcher/biographer Marybeth Lorbiecki followed by a
panel discussion of activists who loved and worked
alongside Larry and are still at the work of building up
West Virginians through varied nonprofits, programs, and
initiatives. The event will be organized in conjunction
with the WVU Center for Resilient Communities, WVU
Library’s West Virginia and Regional History Center,
and Christians For The Mountains. As part of the event,
Lorbiecki and Christians for the Mountains will formally
present to the History Center the numerous oral history
recordings and the 1,140-page research narrative (with

footnotes and sources) for archiving. This will enhance the

growing collection of West Virginia environmenta
histories. From this long narrative, Lorbiecki is in the
process of writing a shorter publishable biography,
hopefully to be released in 2026.

Besides the evening event at WVU on Thursday
March 6, Lorbiecki will be instructing in several WVU
classrooms during the daytime three days Wednesday
March 5, Thursday March 6, Friday March 7. WVU
faculty will be invited to schedule Lorbiecki as a
classroom resource. Some of the fields Lorbiecki is
knowledgeable and experienced are in creative
nonfiction, Appalachian studies, and environmental
ethics.

The main program will begin at 7 pm Thursday March
6, 2025, in the Milano Reading Room of the Downtown
Library at West Virginia University in Morgantown, WV]
Refreshments and music will start at 6:30 pm. The general
public is welcomed. Free admission. Please let Allen
Johnson know if you are interested in attending at Email
allen@christiansforthemountains.org

Muz::ﬁ‘:m“m This project is presented with financial
- assistance from the West Virginia
[Humanities Council, a state affiliate of the National Endowment for
the Humanities. Any views, findings, conclusions or
recommendations do not necessarily represent those of the West
Virginia Humanities Council or the National Endowment for the
Humanities.

UPDATE: Healing Landscapes for Healthy Communities

Christians For The Mountains signed a contract this
fall with Stratifyx to map, evaluate and prioritize all
mined lands and surrounding linked concessions of
private and public land ownership in southwest West
Virginia. Reclaiming Appalachia Coalition is
providing some of the needed funds. Downstream
Strategies is offering regional technical support.

The ultimate goal is to restore and revitalize both the
people of place and the land and other natural
resources. This region has endured many decades of
boom/bust cycles as a coal producer. Much of the
land is degraded from surface mining, watershed
deeply impaired by acid-mine drainage. Without a
stable diversified economy and basic infrastructure,
this region has been decreasing in population for
decades  (especially the talented young).

This project will identify the major landowners, their
liabilities, and their potential to sell, donate, or agree
to long-term conservation easements that will
ecologically restore these lands. These lands then can
be linked together with unimpaired private lands to
form a large healed landscape. Some of these lands
can be developed into economically beneficial use.

This project is a vision of the

¥ late Owen Owens who was
inspired by the late Larry

Gibson. Last April, Steve

£ Apfelbaum of  Applied

h Ecological Institute came to
West Virginia for field trips to Kayford Mountain
and Mammoth Preserve. Janet Keating and Allen
Johnson of Christians For The Mountains

spearheaded this field trip, with representatives of
Conservation Hub, Appalachian Headwaters, West
Virginia Highlands Conservancy, and Mother Jones
Community Foundation.

In December 2024, a dozen of us met online with
Steve Apfelbaum and Jason Carlson (Stratifyx)
presenting sophisticated detailed mapping and land
ownerships. Already at least one large timber
holding company has been identified and contacted
that is conducive to working with this project.

Please pray for this project to carry forth to fruitful
success. Any financial help to Christians For The
Mountain would be most welcomed right now.
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A refugee is someone who
has been forced to flee his or
her country because of
persecution, war, or violence,
A refugee has a well-founded| .. e

fear of persecution for g e e
reasons of race, religion, el : ”

nationality, political opinion | The Threatened Infant, Jesus, fleeing to Egypt

or membership in a The alien who resides with you shall
particular social group. be to you as the citizen among you;
you shall love the alien as yourself,
for you were aliens in the land of
Egypt: I am the Lord your God.
(Leviticus 19:34)

[The United Nations High
ICommissioner for Refugees

]
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LOVE
JOY
PEACE

O holy night!

The stars are brightly shining

[t is the night of the dear Savior’s birth!
Long lay the world in sin and error pining
Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.

A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 8 Upcoming for The Mountain Vision

CFTM is planning its twenty-second edition for early Summer, 2025.
Please let us know if your friends would like a sample copy, or you
would like extra copies to pass on.

Truly He taught us to love one another

His law is love and His gospel is peace

Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother
And in His name all oppression shall cease
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,
Let all within us praise His holy name

All back issues are free at our website. https://
christiansforthemountains.org/the-mountain-vision-newspaper/

We invite you to send your own personal stories of your conversions
to “Kingdom of God” life with emphasis on

Fall on your knees environmental justice.

Oh hear the angel voices

Oh night divine Mountain Vision is an outreach ministry of Christians
Oh n?ght w.h.en Christ was born For The Mountains.Copies are sent free of charge to
Oh night divine advocates for God’s “will to be done, on earth as it is

Oh night divine Forgiveness, Reconciliation, Peace in heaven” (Mt. 6:10).




