
This Issue

What’s Inside

Introduction

“…And Thou Renewest the Face of the Earth” (Psalm 104:29f)

There is a clear link between the protection of nature and
the building of a just and equitable social order. There can
be no renewal of our relationship with nature, without a re‐
newal of humanity itself.

Pope Francis, Nairobi, Kenya Nov. 26, 2015

We often use for “nature” the term “creation” as reference
to its Creator. To use modern parlance, God is the
property owner. We humans are privileged to live
abundantly with creation along with corresponding
responsibilities to reverence God with caretaking.
Analogous to parents protecting and nurturing children
to responsible adulthood, God has endowed humankind
with the collective work of protecting and enhancing
creation.

We have much work to be done. First, to protect creation
from further ravage. Second, to participate in restoring
creation to wholeness, ecological harmony, and thriving
life. Third, to enjoy God’s creation. As we set about these
holy tasks, God will bless and empower renewal. To God
be the glory!

The Noahic Covenant that God made with
humans and all other living creatures forms the
basis for human rights—and arguably—for the
rights of nature. To reverence God is to respect
creation.

Kayford Rising is a CFTM-led effort to
ecologically-restore degraded mountaintop
removal lands.

Does moral character matter for leaders? The
Bible shows attributes of past leaders good and
bad. What lessons can we apply?

Connie Hanson is interviewed on praying for
God’s creation.

The positive influence of Owen Owens will
continue. He exemplifies a life well lived.

The remarkable influence of Larry Gibson willl
be in a forthcoming biography, Autthor
Marybeth Lorbiecki, shares her reflections.
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Restoring The Garden —Allen Johnson, Editor

Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth. Psalm 104:30, KJV)

Renewal. I look up dictionary definitions: Make new, fresh, or strong again. To give new spiritual strength. To
replace what is old, worn, exhausted (like replenishing store goods). To restore from a broken condition into
the original working fitness (like restoring an antique car).

Dear reader, you may know before I say it where I am heading with these definitions. The beleaguered Earth
that is our common home, with the life thereupon, needs renewal. Cries out for renewal! I’ll venture a
summary interpretaive point in Romans 8:18-25 to say that creation is groaning like a woman in labor pains
eager for the birth of God’s people to fulfill our job to protect and nurture LIFE as God desires it to be.

In a sense, the above Romans 8 passage reflects the first job God gave Adam (and by extension, humankind).
Take care of the Garden that is God’s creation. Nurture, protect, and intimately know the creatures (as naming
the animals suggests). By living out this privilege responsibly, the Garden will provide well for human thriving.
Importantly, God places a boundary to not usurp God. Even history shows that humans trying to be gods
wreaks myriad troubles. (Genesis 2:15-20),

Restoring Eden was a Christian movement of like-minded people who would see a strong connection between
our Christian spirituality and our role as caretakers of creation. Peter Illyn founded Restoring Eden as a
mission to “make hearts bigger, hands dirtier, and voices stronger by rediscovering the biblical call to love,
serve, and protect God’s creation.” Restoring Eden emphasized three ways to engage stewardship of God’s
creation: (1) Enjoying God’s creation; (2) Hands-on service and restoration projects; (3) Civic engagement and
public advocacy.

I think of Peter Illyn as a Christian brother, close colleague, friend. I miss him. Peter died at age 62 after a
heroic, would-not-giveup 18-year battle with cancer. Illyn focused on “maturing” students from conservative
Christian colleges into creation care advocacy.. During college spring breaks over a span of eight years, a total
of several hundred Restoring Eden student members volunteered closely with Christians For The Mountains in
our advocacy against mountaintop removal mining. Four of those years, volunteers conducted house-to-house
family health surveys in vulnerable communities that were incorporated into peer-review health journals.

Earlier, a tour of mountaintop removal in Kentucky, organized by Fr. John Rausch, had been the catalytic spark
that spurred Peter Illyn to bring Restoring Eden to the issue. The same tour brought in Dr. Matthew Sleeth,
who has become an influential leader in Christian creation care. Sleeth has founded the organization, Blessed
Earth, which presents a positive, hope-filled message. For example, one of his several books, “Reforesting
Faith,” makes the case why trees are essential to every Christian’s understanding of God.

Blessed Tomorrow is a coalition of individuals representing a broad range of faith traditions from across the
country. On its logo is written, “Caring for Creation Today.” Members are those who covenant to walk more
gently on the earth and to inspire others to lead on climate in their homes, places of worship, and
communities. One Home One Future is a campaign that educates, activates, and supports clergy, congregants,
youth, and all spiritual people in meaningful and just solutions locally, regionally, and nationally in ways that
are accessible and positive.

Take a look at our name, Christians For The Mountains. Our name is not, Christians AGAINST (mountaintop
removal or whatever). We are FOR God’s creation. Yes, stop the bad stuff from taking over. Weeding is needful
to make room for a thriving garden. The core mission of Christians For The Mountains is to to honor the truth
of Psalm 24:1. “The Earth and all it contains belongs to God.”

With faith, hope, and love, let us go forth in the confidence of God’s blessings to bring good news of peace,
harmony, and joy in word and deed to all humankind and indeed to all creation.

Allen Johnson,
Coordinator Fr . John Rausch

(1945 - 2020)
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CFTMWelcomesYour Support
What is Christians For TheMountains (CFTM)?

Christians For The Mountains core mission to honor the truth of Psalm 24:1.
“The Earth and all it contains belongs to God.

Christians For The Mountains (CFTM) is a network of persons advocating that
Christians and their churches recognize their God-given responsibility to live
compatibly, sustainably, and gratefully joyous upon this God’s earth. CFTM is
nondenominational and non-partisan. CFTM takes a critical prophetic stance to
advocate for justice, righteousness, and peace for the land and its inhabitants.
CFTM seeks to be respectful to all voices seeking truth. The central Appalachian
region is our geographical focus as a springboard to national and global issues.

On a weekend in May 2005, about two dozen Christians known as environmental
leaders met in Charleston, West Virginia for prayerful deliberation on how to
engage our faith with serious ecological challenges in Appalachia. CFTM birthed.

CFTM developed the Mountain Mourning DVD toolkit. CFTM builds trusted
relationships to serve numerous organizations and persons in their good efforts.

CFTM alongside with our various partners has successfully engaged numerous
issues, and continues to do so. Visit our website Mountain Vision archive.

How Is CFTM Setup?
CFTM is one of 12 programs of World Stewardship Institute (WSI), a 501-c-3
nonprofit corporation at 3840 Finley Avenue, Building 33, Suite 202 (P.O. Box
7348), Santa Rosa, California 95407. Telephone 707-573-3160. Website is
https:ecostewards.org. Contact is Frederick Krueger.

Each program partner has a seat on the Board of Directors of WSI. WSI is
registered as a nonprofit in California and also in West Virginia. WSI does annual
internal auditing of all accounts. WSI programs adhere to its mission as an
international organization dedicated to cooperative problem-solving, linking
business, science, and faith communities in the cultivation of environmental
stewardship. Each WSI program is responsible for its own operations.

CFTM is guided by a Steering Committee of experienced Christian
environmental leaders and a Coordinator (see page 2, or website). Each serves as
an unpaid volunteer. Our finances are handled by Dr. Robert Marshall, who until
recently was the llong-serving treasurer of the West Virginia Highlands
Conservancy.

CFTM personally acknowledges every contribution as well as correspondence.
CFTM reverences each donation as a prayerful trust. CFTM is frugal in our own
expenditures yet generous in our serving.
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Belly-Button Christians —Allen Johnson

[When] The Spirit is poured on us from on high,
and the desert becomes a fertile field,
and the fertile field seems like a forest.

The Lord’s justice will dwell in the desert,
His righteousness will live in the fertile field.

The fruit of that righteousness will be peace;
its effect will be quietness and confidence forever.

My people will live in peaceful dwelling places,
in secure homes,
in undisturbed places of rest. (Isaiah 32:15-18 NIV)

God intends restoration for creation! God has
endowed creation with regenerative energy. Land
after a forest fire comes back to life. Lands impacted
by flood or by drought recover. Ecosystems rebalance
with predator/prey ratios to the positive benefit of soil
health and plant life. Life dies and decomposes to
nourish new life.

God desires restoring loving relationship with us
humans, as evidenced by sending Jesus as Savior to
bring us into His eternal loving fellowship.

God desires regeneration of sullied, degraded,
polluted lands and waters. God desires restoration of
an abundance of myriad species of plants and animals.
God desires for us humans to return to our first
“Adam job” to protect, nurture, and enhance creation,
which will in turn serve us if we do not overstep God’s
creation order. (Genesis 2:15-17).

It is obvious that we human beings have problems
getting along with one another and increasingly are
estranged and isolated from nature. While pagan
societies can be faulted for worshipping nature,
modern societies should be faulted for objectifying
and commodifying nature.

Restoring Eden
was founded by
the late Peter Illyn
to motivate
Christians to
rediscover the
biblical call to
love, serve, and

protect God’s creation. Peter and I spent hundreds of
hours together working with Christian college
students. Peter was a fascinating storyteller who often
spoke of personal transformational experiences.One
of his stories was about meeting Yat, a Christian
native of Papua, New Guinea.

We are belly-button Christians! Our umbilical
cords are still connected to the earth, our
mother.” So claimed Yat. “But when our tribal
people leave the rainforest and go into the city,
we say that they have lost their belly-buttons;
they no longer have a living connection to the
earth.”

Yat was angry looking at a once pristine lagoon that
had been contaminated by a Philippine-owned tuna
processing plant. Factory fishing fleets had depleted
the fish stocks. The native people could no longer
paddle their dugouts to find fish to feed their families.
The native villagers had no political power to stop the
corruption and greed of the large companies. Their
way of life was jeapardized. 1.

The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the world,
and they that dwell therein.” (Psalm 24:1)

Jürgen Moltman (1926-2024) as a world class
theologian wrote extensively on human responsibility
for God’s creation. He writes about Psalm 24:1.

Because life comes from the ‘source of life’—
the creative divine Spirit—and is alive in the
Spirit, it must be sanctified. Life is sanctified
when we encounter everything living with
reverence before God. The earth is not
unclaimed property, as the modern
justification of human acts of subjugation and
violence maintains; ‘the earth is the Lord’s,
and all that dwells in it (Psalm 24:1).

Men and women can only treat what belongs
to God with reverence and solicitude. If they
respect God’s right of ownership to the earth,
then their own rights consist simply of the
right to use it. But use must preserve the
integrity of property which isn’t one’s own.
Otherwise, it is usurpation. 2.

Moltmann continues to argue that reverence for
human life includes helping and defending the poor,
sick, vulnerable. In the realm of nature, reverence for
life means protecting life “condemned to extinction
because of human barbarism. Today, to sanctify life
means defending God’s creation against
institutionalized human aggression.” 3.

People collectively as the Church have an
intermediary priestly role to represent God’s will to
creation and represent creation in worshipful
faithfulness to God. When sinful rebellious human
society harms creation, the Church must protest and
defend. Moltmann explains, “It is not just “our human
environment’ that is suffering; it is the creation which
is destined to be “God’s environment.’ Every
intervention in nature that cannot be made good again
is a sacrilege…it is practiced atheism.” 4.

The story of Noah is especially instructive for our era.
God covenants to restore and safeguard life on earth.
God promises life. “I establish my covenant with you
and your descendants after you, and with every living
creature.” (Genesis 9:9-10).

It is this Noahic Covenant initiated by God that
forms the basis of human rights…and the rights of
nature. God imputes dignity upon humans and upon
living things within God’s creation order. God gifts
and endows us humans with the remarkable privilege
and corresponding responsibility to tend the Garden
of today and for the future. The garden planet we live
upon here and now cries out to all of us to that God-
given holy task.

1. Illyn, Peter. Belly-Button Christianity. (Notre Dame Journal of Law,
Ethics & Public Policy, Volume 23, Issue 2, Article 10).
2. Moltmann, Jürgen.The Source of Life: The Holy Spirit and the
Theology of Life. (Minneapolis, Mn: Fortress Press, 1997 English
edition). p. 49.
3. Ibid. p. 50.
4. Moltmann, Jürgen. God for a Secular Society: The Public Relevance
of Theology (Minneapolis, Mn: Fortress Press, 1999 English edition).
p. 105
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“WHOWILL SPEAK FORTHETREES?”A RESOLUTIONONTHE RIGHTS OF NATURE
Resolution as Adopted by the United Church of Christ General Synod 33, July 11-18, 2021

WHEREAS all rights, human and the more than hu-
man lives, depend on the flourishing and vital natu-
ral cycles of life, and healthy Earth living systems.
We are all interconnected to all living beings, and
when we diminish or fail to recognize the rights of
the natural world, we diminish our own life. Hu-
manity and nature are interconnected, The Rights of
Nature recognizes a reciprocal and responsible hu-
man relationship with Nature;

RESOLVED: Humans need a dramatic shift from
the point of view that the Earth and all her re-
sources are available for our sole benefit.

Nature is not ours for enslavement but was cre-
ated as a mutually sustaining ecosystem,
which is not to be destroyed or abused. Peo-
ple of faith are stewards of the land in our
care. We proclaim publicly, “The Earth is
the Lord’s, and all that is in it, the world,
and those who live in it” (Psalm 24:1).

The Earth is an original gift to sustain all life.

We are indebted to the leadership and witness
of Indigenous Peoples and the labor of gen-
erations of those who have actively been en-
gaged in the conservancy and stewardship
of the earth as central to their being.

RESOLVED to prophetic action:

Promote compassionate care, foster love, and
co-live responsibly with the Earth Commu-
nity of Life. Safeguard the common goods,
space and shared resources of the Earth, for

humanity and biokind. Uphold the rights of
ecological integrity, biodiversity, and
healthy bioregions. Advocate intergenera-
tional responsibility for the biotic commu-
nity of the Earth and gratitude of the natu-
ral world as divine gift. Promote the value
of interdependence of humans and Nature
as fundamental to sustainable life on Earth.
Affirm that co-living with Nature involves
distributive justice, a fair sharing and re-
sponsible participation of natural resources.

Uphold the ecological principle that the Rights
of Nature supersedes harmful and destruc-
tive property rights, for the balanced cycles
of the natural world must be protected as a
common good for the present and future
generations of human life and biokind. Ad-
vocate for EPA regulations and protections
that promote the Rights of Nature. Promote
economies of life rather than unregulated
extractive economies that exploit resources.
Seek financial reparations and restoration to
the habitats when corporations and/or gov-
ernment projects harm and damage habi-
tats.

Support the Earth Charter, the Nature Rights
movement, and the movement of Indige-
nous Peoples to grant legal standing to na-
ture. Urge all corporate and/or governmen-
tal land and water projects to perform envi-
ronmental impact studies on minimizing
damage to habitats (waterways, lands, at-
mosphere) and wildlife. Promote the right

of local communities or environmental or-
ganizations to represent the unheard voices
and cries of Nature.

Foster respect and gratitude for Nature as a di-
vine gift. Combat attitudes that relegate Na-
ture to mere capital for profit or a dumping
ground for toxic waste.

Promote the Rights of Nature to be free from
human harm, including the right to healthy
habitats, the right to species flourishing, the
right to a fair share of the bio-region and its
goods, and the right to fulfill their ecologi-
cal potential without human infringements.

Prioritize renewable energies over fossil fuels
and prioritize the economies of life -such as
the Green New Deal -over extractive and
unbridled economies that pollute and dam-
age the Earth.

Encourage organic farming and regenerative
agriculture. Encourage the reduction of pes-
ticides and insecticides that negatively im-
pact the soil, aquifers, and other life. Sup-
port family farming and local farmers’ mar-
kets. Work for food justice and security for
all people.

Support the upholding of all treaties with in-
digenous nations, respecting their lands and
kinship natural relations. Ally with and sup-
port Indigenous Peoples in their de-colo-
nization of Nature, protecting their kinship
rights and access to sacred lands.

RESOLVED to take intentional actions:

EDITOR’S NOTE: The full text of this Resolution can be
read at the folloiwing:
https://www.ucc.org/who-will-speak-for-the-trees-a-
resolution-on-the-rights-of-nature/

The full text includes recommenced intentional
actions, funding, determing body for implementation,
and reference footnotes.
C.L. Curly Stumb writes the UCC Newsroom release
that includes the quote from Dr. Seuss’s. “The Lorax.”
https://www.ucc.org/delegates-agree-its-time-to-honor-
rights-of-nature/

“Who will speak for the trees?”
asked Dr. Seuss in his 1971 book,
“The Lorax.”

“We will,” said the United Church
of Christ.

At its biennial deliberative meet‐
ing July 2021, with a vote 518-18,

with one abstention, Synod delegates adopted“‘Who
Will Speak for the Trees?’A Resolution on the Rights
of Nature.”Among many other things, the resolution
supports “the ecological principle that the Rights of

Nature supersedes harmful and destructive property
rights.”

“The balanced cycles of the natural world,” it says,
“must be protected as a common good for the
present and future generations of human life and
biokind.”

The UCC is the first
mainline Protestant
denominaition to
address the Rights of
Nature.



Kayford Rising: Healing Landscapes For Healthy Communities

“Hey Kayford Rising!!!! Yes, I mean you! Woohoo! We have a name!”

Susan Thompson’sSusan Thompson’s enthusiasm splashed in bold-enthusiasm splashed in bold-
colored print that heading of her email. A name! Ancolored print that heading of her email. A name! An
identity! After two months of emails and calls, the severalidentity! After two months of emails and calls, the several
of us who were trying to figure out how to properly restoreof us who were trying to figure out how to properly restore
and protect KayfordMountain had a name for the project.and protect KayfordMountain had a name for the project.

We were following up on an amazing reunion ofWe were following up on an amazing reunion of
family and friends of the late Larry Gibson, held at thefamily and friends of the late Larry Gibson, held at the
Stanley Heirs Park on KayfordMountain on July 2, 2022.Stanley Heirs Park on KayfordMountain on July 2, 2022.
The state highway department had gotten the bumpyThe state highway department had gotten the bumpy
access road passable. JuniorWalk and friends repaired theaccess road passable. JuniorWalk and friends repaired the
vandalized pavilion. We rented a generator to power ourvandalized pavilion. We rented a generator to power our
amp system and video projector, and rented a handicap-amp system and video projector, and rented a handicap-
accessible porta-potty. We hauled up water and food in iceaccessible porta-potty. We hauled up water and food in ice
chests.chests. JohnMurdock cooked on a charcoal grill. Bill andJohnMurdock cooked on a charcoal grill. Bill and
Becky Kimmons sang. Bill Whitten and granddaughterBecky Kimmons sang. Bill Whitten and granddaughter
provided a much-needed canopy.provided a much-needed canopy. Everyone smiled tearsEveryone smiled tears
as we watched poignant vidas we watched poignant videos that honored deceasedeos that honored deceased
“mountain protector heroes.” https://“mountain protector heroes.” https://
larrygibsonbio.com/kayford-reunion/larrygibsonbio.com/kayford-reunion/

We were renewed. Re-envisioned. Surrounding theWe were renewed. Re-envisioned. Surrounding the
57-acre protected park are thousands of acres of desolate57-acre protected park are thousands of acres of desolate
landscapes degraded and useless in present form.landscapes degraded and useless in present form.
Mountaintop Removal coal extraction removed theMountaintop Removal coal extraction removed the
mountain from the coal. The government-requiredmountain from the coal. The government-required
“restoration” is a farce. The lands need healing. Nearby“restoration” is a farce. The lands need healing. Nearby
communities need hope.communities need hope.

So how to begin with ecosystem restoration? WeSo how to begin with ecosystem restoration? We
identified our preferred land parcel as a 1400-acre tractidentified our preferred land parcel as a 1400-acre tract
betweenbetween the Stanley Heirs protected land (where Larrythe Stanley Heirs protected land (where Larry
Gibson and other family members have had their cabinsGibson and other family members have had their cabins
and public park and Stanley Cemetery) and a secondand public park and Stanley Cemetery) and a second
heir’s cemetery at the remaining knob of Stover Cemetery.heir’s cemetery at the remaining knob of Stover Cemetery.
We researched potential profit generating wings—such asWe researched potential profit generating wings—such as
a tree nursery— for restoration work so that the work isa tree nursery— for restoration work so that the work is
not solely funded by grants.not solely funded by grants.

We began reaching out. Owen Owens (see tributesWe began reaching out. Owen Owens (see tributes
pp.16-19) introduced us to Steve Apfelbaum, founder ofpp.16-19) introduced us to Steve Apfelbaum, founder of
Applied Ecological Institute (AEI). https://Applied Ecological Institute (AEI). https://
www.aeinstitute.org/stevewww.aeinstitute.org/steve Under SteveUnder Steve’’s leadership, AES,s leadership, AES,
Inc. grew to a 130-person team and became one of theInc. grew to a 130-person team and became one of the
most esteemed firms offering turn-key delivery onmost esteemed firms offering turn-key delivery on
thousands of ecological restorations, ecosystem research,thousands of ecological restorations, ecosystem research,
and ecosystem service projects recognized for theirand ecosystem service projects recognized for their

innovation and success by non-profit conservationinnovation and success by non-profit conservation
organizations, and private and public agency clients.organizations, and private and public agency clients.

Meanwhile, Maria Gunnoe, world-acclaimedMeanwhile, Maria Gunnoe, world-acclaimed
environmental activist, Director of Mother Jonesenvironmental activist, Director of Mother Jones
Community FoundationCommunity Foundation (https://motherjoneswv.org)(https://motherjoneswv.org)
and life-long local resident, engaged the restorationand life-long local resident, engaged the restoration
project by bringing in the Stanley-related young familyproject by bringing in the Stanley-related young family
of Travis Pritt and Caitlin Kelly whose ambition is toof Travis Pritt and Caitlin Kelly whose ambition is to
resettle their lives on Kayford.resettle their lives on Kayford. Goals includeGoals include
strengthening the Stanley Family Foundation, protectingstrengthening the Stanley Family Foundation, protecting
the property from thieves and vandalism, and improvingthe property from thieves and vandalism, and improving
the grounds.the grounds.

Field Trip To Assess Ecological RestorationField Trip To Assess Ecological Restoration

A first “hands on step” was to gather capableA first “hands on step” was to gather capable
knowledge and expertise together. Christians For Theknowledge and expertise together. Christians For The
Mountains (CFTM) sponsored a field trip to KayfordMountains (CFTM) sponsored a field trip to Kayford
and Mammoth Preserve on April 18. Steve Apfelbaumand Mammoth Preserve on April 18. Steve Apfelbaum
had flown in from Wisconsin. Others were Mariahad flown in from Wisconsin. Others were Maria
Gunnoe (local resource); Ashton Berdine (responsibleGunnoe (local resource); Ashton Berdine (responsible
forWVprojects of the Conservation Fund); Brent BaileyforWVprojects of the Conservation Fund); Brent Bailey
(head of the WV Land Trust); Rick Landenberger (land(head of the WV Land Trust); Rick Landenberger (land
scientist for the WV Land Trust); Luanne McGovernscientist for the WV Land Trust); Luanne McGovern
(vice-president, WV Highlands Conservancy); Mike(vice-president, WV Highlands Conservancy); Mike
Becher (attorney for Appalachian Headwaters andBecher (attorney for Appalachian Headwaters and
Appalachian Mountain Advocates and lead for theAppalachian Mountain Advocates and lead for the
Mammoth Preserve); Stanley family member CaitlinMammoth Preserve); Stanley family member Caitlin
Kelly and Travis Pritt; and me.Kelly and Travis Pritt; and me.

Logistical obstacles that confronted us wereLogistical obstacles that confronted us were
overcome (thank You, God!). The week before our trip,overcome (thank You, God!). The week before our trip,
heavy rains and strong winds had made backroadsheavy rains and strong winds had made backroads
precarious. I made repeated phone requests to the stateprecarious. I made repeated phone requests to the state
highway department to ask that the road to Kayford behighway department to ask that the road to Kayford be
accessible for 4-wheel vehicles. The day before ouraccessible for 4-wheel vehicles. The day before our
planned trip, I was assured that a work crew had gottenplanned trip, I was assured that a work crew had gotten
the road passable. Yet Travis Pritt, who had traveled up thethe road passable. Yet Travis Pritt, who had traveled up the
mountain earlier Thursday morning, had to chainsaw-cutmountain earlier Thursday morning, had to chainsaw-cut
two fallen trees that had blocked the road. Mike Bechertwo fallen trees that had blocked the road. Mike Becher
made urgent calls to repair the washed-out access into themade urgent calls to repair the washed-out access into the
Mammoth Preserve, and that was only remedied the dayMammoth Preserve, and that was only remedied the day
before our gathering.before our gathering.

Our field trip incorporated theMammoth Preserve asOur field trip incorporated theMammoth Preserve as
an example of a former mountaintop removal land beingan example of a former mountaintop removal land being
ecologically-restored. When complete, the 2500-acreecologically-restored. When complete, the 2500-acre

parcel will provide recreational opportunities among aparcel will provide recreational opportunities among a
planted native tree forest, to be held in perpetuity by theplanted native tree forest, to be held in perpetuity by the
West Virginia Land Trust).West Virginia Land Trust).

On Friday, Steve Apfelbaum, Janet Keating (CFTMOn Friday, Steve Apfelbaum, Janet Keating (CFTM
Steering Committee), and I traveled toHuntington,W.V.Steering Committee), and I traveled toHuntington,W.V.
to meet with Cassidy Riley, Senior Director ofto meet with Cassidy Riley, Senior Director of
Conservation of Coalfield Development. https://Conservation of Coalfield Development. https://
coalfield-development.orgcoalfield-development.org/ During its thirteen years in/ During its thirteen years in
existence, Coalfield Development has made outstandingexistence, Coalfield Development has made outstanding
contributions toward transforming people in centralcontributions toward transforming people in central
Appalachia with job creation, economic development,Appalachia with job creation, economic development,
revitalization of run-down towns, and land revitalization.revitalization of run-down towns, and land revitalization.

Steve Apfelbaum and Janet Keating
pose in front of Janet’s farmhouse.

Rick Landenberger, Luanne McGovern, Ashton
Berdine on field trip to Kayford Mountain

Mike Becher discusses Mammoth Preserve with Luanne
McGovern, Rick Landenberger, Steve Apfelbaum, Travis
Pritt, Caitlin Kelly, Maria Gunnoe
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Kayford Rising (continued)

Developing An Action PlanDeveloping An Action Plan

From our field trips and conversations, SteveFrom our field trips and conversations, Steve
Apfelbaum proposes steps forward. He recommends aApfelbaum proposes steps forward. He recommends a
powerful tool,powerful tool, StratifyxStratifyx, to comprehensively map, analyze,, to comprehensively map, analyze,
and evaluate lands, property owners and their potential toand evaluate lands, property owners and their potential to
work with ecological restoration.work with ecological restoration. https://stratifyx.comhttps://stratifyx.com
The purpose of Stratifyx is to show people the naturalThe purpose of Stratifyx is to show people the natural
world so they connect with it, care about it, and restoreworld so they connect with it, care about it, and restore
it.it. Stratifyx brings together hundreds of layers ofStratifyx brings together hundreds of layers of
information on natural ecosystems from public andinformation on natural ecosystems from public and
private sources. The system creates various scenariosprivate sources. The system creates various scenarios
based on land values that can then be optimized forbased on land values that can then be optimized for
maximizing positive environmental impact. Stratifyx thenmaximizing positive environmental impact. Stratifyx then
provides scenario building to inform a land managementprovides scenario building to inform a land management
plan.plan.

Christians For The Mountains is providing initialChristians For The Mountains is providing initial
funding for the Stratifyx comprehensive mapping andfunding for the Stratifyx comprehensive mapping and
analysis. (Thankyou, CFTM donors!)analysis. (Thankyou, CFTM donors!) ReclaimingReclaiming
Appalachia CoalitionAppalachia Coalition is providing grant funding for ais providing grant funding for a
meeting of local and organization stakeholders this fallmeeting of local and organization stakeholders this fall
toward developing a plan to a comprehensive, connecting,toward developing a plan to a comprehensive, connecting,
regional ecological restoration process. Promisingregional ecological restoration process. Promising
landholders will then be approached to negotiate sellinglandholders will then be approached to negotiate selling
their property or agreeing to a long-term conservationtheir property or agreeing to a long-term conservation
lease for ecological restoration. The goal will be ecologicallease for ecological restoration. The goal will be ecological
restoration that leads to thriving healthy communities.restoration that leads to thriving healthy communities.

Stanley Heirs Park on KayfordStanley Heirs Park on Kayford

Kayford Mountain is renowned as the place whereKayford Mountain is renowned as the place where
Larry Gibson (1945-2012) guided thousands of peopleLarry Gibson (1945-2012) guided thousands of people
to see mountaintop removal (MTR) and be inspired toto see mountaintop removal (MTR) and be inspired to
actact..The Stanley Heirs Park with a picnic pavilion, stage,The Stanley Heirs Park with a picnic pavilion, stage,
and parking area is on there for public use, festiveand parking area is on there for public use, festive
gatherings, and educational tours. This is truly an iconicgatherings, and educational tours. This is truly an iconic
place, deserving of national historical monument status.place, deserving of national historical monument status.
Kayford and Larry Gibson are featured in numerousKayford and Larry Gibson are featured in numerous
films, articles, books, and presentations. Larry’s cabinfilms, articles, books, and presentations. Larry’s cabin
and adjacent grave is on the property.and adjacent grave is on the property.

Yet the park is in disrepair. No one lives permanentlyYet the park is in disrepair. No one lives permanently
on the grounds, and passersby on the state road areon the grounds, and passersby on the state road are
infrequent. Thieves have broken into cabins, and eveninfrequent. Thieves have broken into cabins, and even
stole the metal roof of the pavilion. Squatters have at timesstole the metal roof of the pavilion. Squatters have at times
invaded cabins.invaded cabins.

This July, the Stanley Heirs Foundation met withThis July, the Stanley Heirs Foundation met with
Becky Gibson SteinbrennerBecky Gibson Steinbrenner (Larry Gibson’s sister now in(Larry Gibson’s sister now in
Texas), and others, toward a revitalization plan. MotherTexas), and others, toward a revitalization plan. Mother

Jones Community Foundation is committing $4000 toJones Community Foundation is committing $4000 to
rebuild the pavilion roof (shingles so it cannot be stolen).rebuild the pavilion roof (shingles so it cannot be stolen).
Christians For The Mountains is currently applying forChristians For The Mountains is currently applying for
grants to be applied to the following early phase categoriesgrants to be applied to the following early phase categories
for the Stanley Heirs Park: Cleanup and Debris Removal;for the Stanley Heirs Park: Cleanup and Debris Removal;
Habitat Enhancement including wildlife-friendly nativeHabitat Enhancement including wildlife-friendly native
vegetation; Infrastructure Improvement to repair andvegetation; Infrastructure Improvement to repair and
upgrade pavilion, stage, and bathroom facilities, buildupgrade pavilion, stage, and bathroom facilities, build
walkways, playground equipment, benches, signage; anwalkways, playground equipment, benches, signage; an
off-grid security system; continued maintenance.off-grid security system; continued maintenance.

A revitalized Kayford Mountain can again be anA revitalized Kayford Mountain can again be an
iconic place where visitors can learn the story oficonic place where visitors can learn the story of
mountaintop removal, be inspired to act for justice in theirmountaintop removal, be inspired to act for justice in their
own communities (by the way, MTR is ongoing and needsown communities (by the way, MTR is ongoing and needs
to stop). Pioneers such as Caitlin and Travis will developto stop). Pioneers such as Caitlin and Travis will develop
off-grid infrastructure, hold celebratory events, landoff-grid infrastructure, hold celebratory events, land
restoration agriculture, and small economic enterprises.restoration agriculture, and small economic enterprises.

HopeHope
Hope is so-much needed for many of the people inHope is so-much needed for many of the people in

central Appalachia. Gallup’s annual Well-Being Studycentral Appalachia. Gallup’s annual Well-Being Study
always places central Appalachia regions at the bottom ofalways places central Appalachia regions at the bottom of
life-quality rankings. Like everyone else, Appalachianslife-quality rankings. Like everyone else, Appalachians
want decent jobs, clean water and air, beautifulwant decent jobs, clean water and air, beautiful
surroundings, available quality resources such as healthsurroundings, available quality resources such as health
care, education, infrastructure such as broadband,care, education, infrastructure such as broadband,
libraries, and recreation, and participation in their ownlibraries, and recreation, and participation in their own
governance. Much of these “basics” are lacking. Longgovernance. Much of these “basics” are lacking. Long
travel distances to grocery stores and medical services aretravel distances to grocery stores and medical services are
common in rural areas. Frustratingly, rural Appalachiancommon in rural areas. Frustratingly, rural Appalachian
people often feel disrespected by mainstream America.people often feel disrespected by mainstream America.

We dream big! Steve Apfelbaum talks aboutWe dream big! Steve Apfelbaum talks about
ecosystem reclamation and community developmentecosystem reclamation and community development
maybe eventually integrating into the U.S. National Parkmaybe eventually integrating into the U.S. National Park
system as a celebratory model for restoration.system as a celebratory model for restoration.

Steve Apfelbaum sent me a Memo April 15, 2024,Steve Apfelbaum sent me a Memo April 15, 2024,
with draft principles and beginning of a Healingwith draft principles and beginning of a Healing
Park vision statement:Park vision statement:

"To establish a state and national reserve, monument,"To establish a state and national reserve, monument,
and park that pays tribute to both the land and itsand park that pays tribute to both the land and its
inhabitants, narrates the region's story, and showcasesinhabitants, narrates the region's story, and showcases
how ecological restoration can heal the connectionshow ecological restoration can heal the connections
between nature, natural resources, and communities.between nature, natural resources, and communities.
This endeavor aims to enhance the cultural, economic,This endeavor aims to enhance the cultural, economic,
and environmental prospects of the area."and environmental prospects of the area."

Key Principles:Key Principles:

Honoring the landscape and peopleHonoring the landscape and people
Storytelling about the land and its historyStorytelling about the land and its history
Ecological restoration and healing of relationshipsEcological restoration and healing of relationships
Protecting and linking natural resourcesProtecting and linking natural resources
Restoring biodiversity, hydrology, ecosystem servicesRestoring biodiversity, hydrology, ecosystem services
Demonstrating the benefits of a healed ecologyDemonstrating the benefits of a healed ecology
Creating an inclusive, partnership-driven approachCreating an inclusive, partnership-driven approach
Using the process as a form of reconciliationUsing the process as a form of reconciliation

******

WeDream for an Appalachian Future that isWe Dream for an Appalachian Future that is
Deep in God’s Heart.Deep in God’s Heart.

TheThe LordLord says, “My thoughts are not like yours.says, “My thoughts are not like yours.
Your ways are not like mine.Your ways are not like mine. Just as the heavens areJust as the heavens are

higher than the earth,higher than the earth,
so my ways are higher than your ways,so my ways are higher than your ways,
and my thoughts are higher than your thoughts.and my thoughts are higher than your thoughts.
“Rain and snow fall from the sky“Rain and snow fall from the sky

and don’t return until they have watered the ground.and don’t return until they have watered the ground.
Then the ground causes the plants to sprout and grow,Then the ground causes the plants to sprout and grow,
and they produce seeds for the farmer and food forand they produce seeds for the farmer and food for

people to eat.people to eat.
In the same way, my words leave my mouth,In the same way, my words leave my mouth,
and they don’t come back without results.and they don’t come back without results.

My words make the things happen that I want to happen.My words make the things happen that I want to happen.
They succeed in doing what I send them to do.They succeed in doing what I send them to do.
“So you will go out from there with joy.“So you will go out from there with joy.

You will be led out in peace.You will be led out in peace.
When you come to the mountains and hills, they will beginWhen you come to the mountains and hills, they will begin
singing.singing.
All the trees in the fields will clap their hands.All the trees in the fields will clap their hands.

Large cypress trees will grow where there were thornbushes.Large cypress trees will grow where there were thornbushes.
Myrtle trees will grow where there were weeds.Myrtle trees will grow where there were weeds.

All this will happen to make theAll this will happen to make the LordLord known,known,
to be a permanent reminder of his goodness and power.”to be a permanent reminder of his goodness and power.”
Isaiah 55:8-13 (ERV)Isaiah 55:8-13 (ERV)
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The HeatWill Kill You First: Life And Death On A Scorched Planet by Jeff Goodell
(Little, Brown and Company, NY) July 2023, 385 pp. Review by Allen Johnson

My long-time close friend died from heat. The newsMy long-time close friend died from heat. The news
shocked me. Jason seemed so healthy as a 78-year-old.shocked me. Jason seemed so healthy as a 78-year-old.
He had been found earlier that afternoon lying in aHe had been found earlier that afternoon lying in a
grassy area nearby a highway alongside where he hadgrassy area nearby a highway alongside where he had
been picking up and bagging roadside litter. Jason wasbeen picking up and bagging roadside litter. Jason was
community-minded. Collecting highway trash was onecommunity-minded. Collecting highway trash was one
way he volunteered to help his community. The day wasway he volunteered to help his community. The day was
unseasonably hot for May, the sun was bright.unseasonably hot for May, the sun was bright.

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) of the federalThe Centers for Disease Control (CDC) of the federal
government defines heat stroke as a most serious illness.government defines heat stroke as a most serious illness.
It occurs when the body can no longer control itsIt occurs when the body can no longer control its
temperature: the body’s temperature rises rapidly, thetemperature: the body’s temperature rises rapidly, the
sweating mechanism fails, and the body is unable tosweating mechanism fails, and the body is unable to
cool down. When heat stroke occurs, the bodycool down. When heat stroke occurs, the body
temperature can rise to 106°F or higher within 10 to 15temperature can rise to 106°F or higher within 10 to 15
minutes. Heat stroke can cause permanent disability orminutes. Heat stroke can cause permanent disability or
death if the person does not receive emergencydeath if the person does not receive emergency
treatment. https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/heatstress/treatment. https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/heatstress/
heatrelillness.htmlheatrelillness.html

Jeff Goodell’s book title, “The Heat Will Kill You First,”Jeff Goodell’s book title, “The Heat Will Kill You First,”
jolted me.jolted me.

I’ve read at least a dozen books focusing on climateI’ve read at least a dozen books focusing on climate
change along with uncountable articles. I’ve participatedchange along with uncountable articles. I’ve participated
in numerous gatherings, rallies, and focus groups.in numerous gatherings, rallies, and focus groups.
Climate advocacy is a biggie with my time and effort. IClimate advocacy is a biggie with my time and effort. I
have some acquaintance and much respect for authorhave some acquaintance and much respect for author
Jeff Goodell, who almost two decades ago had written,Jeff Goodell, who almost two decades ago had written,
“Big Coal: The Dirty Secret Behind America’s Energy“Big Coal: The Dirty Secret Behind America’s Energy
Future.” So, I had in mind to read his newFuture.” So, I had in mind to read his new
book…sometime. During a visit to my friend, Rickbook…sometime. During a visit to my friend, Rick
Lambert, I saw a copy of “The Heat Will Kill You First”Lambert, I saw a copy of “The Heat Will Kill You First”
on his coffee table. Seeing me thumb through it, Rickon his coffee table. Seeing me thumb through it, Rick
invited me to take it home.invited me to take it home.

The book reads easily. Scientific jargon whenThe book reads easily. Scientific jargon when
appropriate is explained clearly. A glossary ofappropriate is explained clearly. A glossary of
terms is at the back of the book. Anecdotalterms is at the back of the book. Anecdotal
stories that set the stage for each chapter propelstories that set the stage for each chapter propel
the reader forward. The book is not shrill,the reader forward. The book is not shrill,
preachy, or condescending. Goodell is apreachy, or condescending. Goodell is a
compelling storyteller, a skillful educator, acompelling storyteller, a skillful educator, a
convincing truthteller.convincing truthteller.

“Prologue: The Goldilocks Zone,” begins the“Prologue: The Goldilocks Zone,” begins the
book. As the children’s story goes, Goldilocksbook. As the children’s story goes, Goldilocks
breaks into the three bears unoccupied house,breaks into the three bears unoccupied house,
and being famished, she samples the threeand being famished, she samples the three

bowls of soup set out on the dining table. Daddy bear’sbowls of soup set out on the dining table. Daddy bear’s
bowl of soup is too hot; mommy bear’s is too cold. Babybowl of soup is too hot; mommy bear’s is too cold. Baby
bear’s soup is just right, so Goldilocks gobbles it up.bear’s soup is just right, so Goldilocks gobbles it up.
Goodell makes a point that human life on Earth isGoodell makes a point that human life on Earth is
adapted to a “just right” climate. Rapidly warmingadapted to a “just right” climate. Rapidly warming
global climate is taking planetary life into a “too-hot-global climate is taking planetary life into a “too-hot-
earth soup bowl.”earth soup bowl.”

Goodell leads the reader through fourteen modest-Goodell leads the reader through fourteen modest-
length chapters. Chapter one, “A Cautionary Tale,” islength chapters. Chapter one, “A Cautionary Tale,” is
about the young, physically-fit Gerrish family on a hikeabout the young, physically-fit Gerrish family on a hike
on a popular trail near their home in the Sierraon a popular trail near their home in the Sierra
Nevada’s. A combination of a hot day, no shade,Nevada’s. A combination of a hot day, no shade,
insufficient water, and no cell service contributed to theinsufficient water, and no cell service contributed to the
hyperthermia that killed them. Goodell interweaves hishyperthermia that killed them. Goodell interweaves his
own personal close-call experience with impendingown personal close-call experience with impending
body overheating during a hike up the Maderas volcanobody overheating during a hike up the Maderas volcano
in Nicaragua. This first chapter is a primer inin Nicaragua. This first chapter is a primer in
recognizing the symptoms of excessive bodyrecognizing the symptoms of excessive body
temperature and how hyperthermia causes confusion,temperature and how hyperthermia causes confusion,
shutdown of bodily functions, and can rapidly lead toshutdown of bodily functions, and can rapidly lead to
death. Importantly, Goodell gives tips on how to preparedeath. Importantly, Goodell gives tips on how to prepare
for exposure to high temperatures—hydration, shade,for exposure to high temperatures—hydration, shade,
and an awareness of the influence of medication, age,and an awareness of the influence of medication, age,
and physical exertion.and physical exertion.

Chapter two, “How Heat Shaped Us,” is fascinatingChapter two, “How Heat Shaped Us,” is fascinating
journey on plant and animal adaptation to climatejourney on plant and animal adaptation to climate
temperatures. And that includes the evolutionarytemperatures. And that includes the evolutionary
adaptation of humans to a wide range of climates fromadaptation of humans to a wide range of climates from
the arctic to tropics, dry to humid. The followingthe arctic to tropics, dry to humid. The following
chapter, “Heat Islands,” contrasts air-conditioned life inchapter, “Heat Islands,” contrasts air-conditioned life in
Phoenix, Arizona during 115-degree F spells, and thePhoenix, Arizona during 115-degree F spells, and the
lack of air-cooling in humid-hot mega-city Chennai,lack of air-cooling in humid-hot mega-city Chennai,
India. Lengthened increased temperatures causeIndia. Lengthened increased temperatures cause
worsened hardships for poor people unable to accessworsened hardships for poor people unable to access
cooling. Agricultural crops falter. One adaption to ancooling. Agricultural crops falter. One adaption to an
unbearably hot climate is to pack up and relocate to aunbearably hot climate is to pack up and relocate to a

cooler clime—which has its own perils and obstacles.cooler clime—which has its own perils and obstacles.
Several chapters address different modalities ofSeveral chapters address different modalities of
adaptation to increasingly hotter climes.adaptation to increasingly hotter climes.

“The Blob.” Summer 2013. A large high-pressure system“The Blob.” Summer 2013. A large high-pressure system
stalled over the northern Pacific. Constant highstalled over the northern Pacific. Constant high
temperatures heated the ocean to lethality fortemperatures heated the ocean to lethality for
phytoplankton and the web chain of life of fish, seaphytoplankton and the web chain of life of fish, sea
birds, and other life. The serious bleaching of coral reefsbirds, and other life. The serious bleaching of coral reefs
is also elaborated in the dismal chapter seven. Followingis also elaborated in the dismal chapter seven. Following
bleak yet truth-telling chapters discuss geographicalbleak yet truth-telling chapters discuss geographical
expansion of disease-carrying mosquitoes, increasedexpansion of disease-carrying mosquitoes, increased
storm velocity, air conditioning, and the increasedstorm velocity, air conditioning, and the increased
hardship and risk of people doing hard physical labor inhardship and risk of people doing hard physical labor in
increasingly hotter weather.increasingly hotter weather.

The author writes thrilling personal adventures duringThe author writes thrilling personal adventures during
his research. In his chapter, “Ice At The End OfThehis research. In his chapter, “Ice At The End OfThe
World,” Goodell accompanies a first expedition to theWorld,” Goodell accompanies a first expedition to the
Thwaites Glacier in West Antarctica. Just getting there inThwaites Glacier in West Antarctica. Just getting there in
stormy weather is harrowing. Goodell coined a nick-stormy weather is harrowing. Goodell coined a nick-
name for the massive ice field “the Doomsday Glacier,”name for the massive ice field “the Doomsday Glacier,”
because its potential to collapse due to warm undermin-because its potential to collapse due to warm undermin-
ing currents would raise global sea levels two feet. Theing currents would raise global sea levels two feet. The
havoc on coastal human populations would then be cat-havoc on coastal human populations would then be cat-
astrophic. “TheWhite Bear” chapter regales Goodell’sastrophic. “TheWhite Bear” chapter regales Goodell’s
month long, two-hundred-mile cross-country ski trekmonth long, two-hundred-mile cross-country ski trek
out from Baffin Island in Canada’s Arctic. A dangerousout from Baffin Island in Canada’s Arctic. A dangerous
encounter with a hungry polar bear family (the iconicencounter with a hungry polar bear family (the iconic
symbol of global warming) concludes the chapter.symbol of global warming) concludes the chapter.

In his final chapter, “Beyond Goldilocks,” Goodell givesIn his final chapter, “Beyond Goldilocks,” Goodell gives
poignant expression to his personal feelings after threepoignant expression to his personal feelings after three
years working on this book. “For me, the big surprise inyears working on this book. “For me, the big surprise in
writing this book has been discovering not only howwriting this book has been discovering not only how
easily and quickly heat can kill you, but what a powerfuleasily and quickly heat can kill you, but what a powerful
reminder it is of how deeply connected we are to onereminder it is of how deeply connected we are to one
another and to all living things. Wherever we may beanother and to all living things. Wherever we may be
headed, we are all on this journey togetherheaded, we are all on this journey together.”.”

Goodell is acclaimed for
his several books and many
articles. His research is
thorough and fair.
For this current book,

Goodell traveled and
interviewed top scientists,
health experts, and people.

Jeff Goodell was born and raised in the
Silicon ValleyValley (CA) that four
generations of his family had settled.
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An EpiphanyThrough a Sparrow and an Eagle

Our fledgling organization, “Religious Campaign for ForestOur fledgling organization, “Religious Campaign for Forest
Conservation,” had finished up our first National Prayer BreakfastConservation,” had finished up our first National Prayer Breakfast
at the historic Willard Hotel in Washington, DC. Some of usat the historic Willard Hotel in Washington, DC. Some of us
walked outside to a nearby public area to pray that God wouldwalked outside to a nearby public area to pray that God would

empower our mission to advocate for forests. When a sparrow flew into our prayerempower our mission to advocate for forests. When a sparrow flew into our prayer
circle, someone tossed some seeds. Intuiting an analogy, our group prayed that our seedscircle, someone tossed some seeds. Intuiting an analogy, our group prayed that our seeds
of faith would grow.of faith would grow.

Our group then walked the 1.5 miles to the U.S. Capitol.Our group then walked the 1.5 miles to the U.S. Capitol.
Outside on the grounds, we gathered in a circle to pray.Outside on the grounds, we gathered in a circle to pray.
Suddenly, as we prayed, a Bald Eagle flew into our circle.Suddenly, as we prayed, a Bald Eagle flew into our circle.

Our group discerned this as a response to prayer. The smallOur group discerned this as a response to prayer. The small
sparrow and the seeds seemed transformed into the majestic eagle.sparrow and the seeds seemed transformed into the majestic eagle.

The trained eagle and its handler had come for a photo shoot as the national bird circledThe trained eagle and its handler had come for a photo shoot as the national bird circled
the Capitol Building. We posed for photos. Our fledgling organization expanded andthe Capitol Building. We posed for photos. Our fledgling organization expanded and

matured. Our small seeds of faith became goodmatured. Our small seeds of faith became good
fruits of service to our Creator.fruits of service to our Creator.

“Yes!” to a Fossil-Free Future“Yes!” to a Fossil-Free Future

dddddd

As a new professor of Public Health at
West Virginia University, Dr. Michael
Hendryx began to hear anecdotal stories of
serious health diseases among people in
the Appalachian coalfields. He researched
CDC statistics that linked significant worse
health in regions close to Mountaintop

Removal coal mining (MTR). From 2011 through 2015, Christians
For The Mountains and Restoring Eden student volunteers teamed
up with Dr. Hendryx to conduct field health surveys of families,
again linking worse health in MTR areas.

The politics and economics of the coal industry are so intertwined
that community health is often dismissed. Acknowledging the
historical fossil fuel dependence in coalfield
communities, Hendryx began an organization,
“Fossil Free Futures,” for these communities to
develop clean, sustainable, healthy, thriving
living. The technology to break free from fossil
fuel dependency is already present with major
advances accelerating. The time to transition is
now! Learn and act.

Sustainable Development and Rural Public
Health: From Fossil Fuels to Greener Futures,
edited by Michael Hendryx, is now published. The website is
https://www.fossilfreefutures.com/
dddddddddd

As a result of the Inflation Reduction Act, church
buildings are now eligible to receive a direct cash
payment from the federal government for solar
installations for at least 30% of the cost of a solar
installation. There are added incentives that can
increase this percentage. For example, if one’s
church is located in what the government calls an
“Energy Community,” —communities that have

historically been dependent on fossil fuel industries—the tax credit goes up to 40% of the
solar system’s total costs, including hardware, labor, and inverters. Projects in low-income
communities might even receive an additional 10% rebate.

Using solar power helps churches save a lot by lowering electricity bills, thus freeing up money
to use for helping the community, supportingmembers, and furthering spiritual goals. Second,
the Direct Payment option helps toward affording the cost of solar installation. Third, solar
power helps the environment. And fourth, a house of worship (or other nonprofit building)
sets a positive example for other community groups and individuals.

Numerous resources are available to help. Here is an example. https://www.ucc.org/goingsolar/

Churches Can Install Solar for 30% Direct Cash PaymentChurches Can Install Solar for 30% Direct Cash Payment
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The“Presidents”of The Bible : Lessons for Our Time by Allen Johnson

Kings of Judah Years Bible Reference Start / End Kings of Israel Years Bible Reference Start / End

Rehobaoam #fn. 2 931-913 1 KI. 12-14; 2 Ch. 10-12 Bad / Bad Jeroboam 1 #fn. 2 931-910 1 Ki. 12-14; 2 Ch. 10-13 Bad / Bad
Abijah 913-911 1 KI. 15; 2 Ch. 13 Bad / Bad Nadab 910-909 1 Ki. 15 Bad / Bad
Asa 911-870 1 KI. 15; 2 Ch. 14-16 Good / Good Baasha 909-886 1 Ki. 15-16; 2 Ch. 16 Bad / Bad
Jehosaphat 870-848 1 KI. 22; 2 Ch. 17-20 Good / Good Elah 886-885 1 Ki. 16 Bad / Bad
Jeroram 848-841 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 21 Bad / Bad Zimri 885 1 Ki. 16; 2 Ki. 9:31 Bad / Bad
Ahaziah 841 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 22 Bad / Bad Omri 885-874 1 Ki. 16 Bad / Bad
Athaliah #fn. 3 841-843 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 22-23 Bad / Bad Ahab #fn. 4 874-853 1 Ki. 16; 2 Ch. 18, 21-22 Bad / Bad
Joash 835-796 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 23-24 Good / Bad Ahaziah 853-852 1 Ki. 22; 2 Ch. 20 Bad / Bad
Amaziah 796-767 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 25 Good / Bad Jehoram 852-841 2 Ki. 1; 2 Ch. 22 Bad / Bad
Uzziah (aka Azaiah) 767-740 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 26 Good / Bad Jehu #fn. 5 841-814 2 Ki. 3-9; 2 Ch. 22; Hosea 1 Bad / Bad
Jotham 748-732 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 27 Good / Good Jehoahaz 814-798 2 Ki.10, 13 2 Ch. 25 Bad / Bad
Ahaz 732-716 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 28 Bad / Bad Jehoash 798-782 2 Ki. 13-14 Bad / Bad
Hezkiah #fn. 6 716-687 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 29-32 Good / Good Jeroboam II 782-743 2 Ki. 14; 2; Amos 7 Bad / Bad
Manasseh #fn. 7 687-642 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 33 Bad / Good? Zechariah 743 2 Ki. 14-15; Bad / Bad
Amon 642-640 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 33 Bad / Bad Jabesh 743 2 Ki. 15 Bad/Bad
Josiah #fn. 8 640-608 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 34-35 Good / Good Shallum 743 2 Ki. 15 Bad / Bad
Jehoahaz 608 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 36 Bad / Bad Menahem 743-738 2 Ki. 15. Bad / Bad
Jehoiakim 608-597 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 36 Bad / Bad Pekahiah 738-737 2 Ki. 15 Bad / Bad
JJehoiachin 597 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 36 Bad / Bad Pekah 737-732 2 Ki. 15; 2 Ch. 28 Bad / Bad
Zedekiah 597-586 2 Ki. 8; 2 Ch. 36 Bad / Bad Hoshea 732-722 2 Ki. 15-17 Bad / Bad

Babylonian Captivity —–70 Years Assyrian Captivity —- No Return

NOTES
1. Solomon initially was a wise ruler dedicated to God until he burdened his subjects with high taxes and forced labor for gradiose projects. His many foreign wives ushered in idolatry.
2. The Kingdom split with the revolt of Jeroboam, an official of Solomon. Jeroboam set up two golden bulls for idol worship. Rehoboam, son of Solomon, arrogantly increased the already odious tax
and labor burden on his subjects.
3. Athaliah was the only female ruler. Like several of the other kings, she was treacherous and murderous in her desire for power.
4. Ahab was husband of the infamous Jezebel. He was successful as a politician in building an alliance with Israel. However, he made Baal worship the official state religion.
5. The prophet annointed Jehu as king with the decree to wipe out King Ahab’s entire family line. Jehu carried this out, leading some scholars to view Jehu’s beginning reign as good. However, some
scholars contend with the discrepancy in Hosea 1:4-5 where Jehu is condemned for the massacre. Debate aside, Jehu ultimately continues idolatrous worship practice.
6. Hezekiah’s weakness may have been in appeasing his nation’s enemies (1 Ki. 18:13-16) and pridefully showing the Temple treasures to heathan envoys. His heart was toward God.
7. Manasseh was a horrid king who reinstituted the idolatrous practices his father Hezekiah had instituted. Later, Manasseh repented, but the damage had been done (II Ch. 33:10-17)
8. Eight years old when he became king, Josiah demolished the idols, reestablished worship of God, and rediscovered the Book of the Law and instituted its practice.

Kings of the United Kingdom Years Bible Reference Start / End
Saul 1050- 1010 1 Sa. 8-31; 1 Ch. 9-10 Good / Bad
David 1010- 970 1 Sa. 16-31; 2 Sa. 1-24; 1 Ki. 1-2; 1 Ch. 11-29 Good / Good
Solomon #fn. 1 970-930 1 Ki. 1-11; 2 Ch. 1-9 Good / Bad

“When the righteous are
in authority, the people
rejoice: but when the
wicked beareth rule, the
people mourn.”Proverbs29:2

The Bible directly states, one by one, the character of each king.
Most of them did “Evil in the sight of The Lord.” Some started out
well and then slipped into bad doing. The relatively few who did
“right in the sight of The Lord” still had some flaws in character or
governance that the Bible unflinchingly details.

Some of the worst kings from God’s standpoint may have been
successful government leaders building the national economy,
securing their territory, appeasing the population.

The neighboring idolatrous fertility religions tempted the Israelite
people with security, economic prosperity, and sensual pleasure,
which most of the kings therefore allowed or actively encouraged.
Oppression of the poor, arrogant pride, and unholy military
alliances were other traits of evil regimes.

Politics of other nations are also sharply critiqued (Ezekiel 25-32).
Yet the Bible extols Cyrus, King of Persia, for his favor to Jews.

When the Israelite people clamored for a king, God relented with
a warning that kings would exploit them. (1 Samuel 8).

Political power can be self-intoxicating.
Saul became power mad. David abused
his power in his adulterous liasion with
Bathsheba and murder of her husband.
David repented of his sin and received
God’s pardon, with tragic family
consequences to follow. Solomon’s many
wives led Israel into idolatry and the
splitting of the kingdom.
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Is Moral Character Important in Assessing Top Leaders? —Allen Johnson

God, give the king your good judgment and the
king’s son your goodness.Help him judge your peo‐
ple fairly and decide what is right for the poor.
Let there be peace on the mountains and goodness
on the hills for the people.
Help him be fair to the poor and save the needy
and punish those who hurt them.

He will help the poor when they cry out and will
save the needy when no one else will help.
He will be kind to the weak and poor, and he will
save their lives.
He will save them from cruel people who try to
hurt them, because their lives are precious to him.
(Psalm 72:1-4; 12-14)

Leaders are in every field of human endeavor. Most of us
are raised by our parents, relatives, or foster parents
whose moral character immensely influences our own
moral formation. The character of our school teachers,
religious leaders, and workplace bosses shapes our lives.

This being an election year, this essay will focus on char-
acter in political leaders, although much will apply to
leaders in other areas. My thesis question is this: Is moral
character an important criterion for selecting our local,
state, and national leadership, or relatively negligible in
comparison to skills such as in administration, commu-
nication, performance along with ideology and
charisma? Does a politician’s personal character spillover
into his or her decisions in public life? For example, if a
public
official is unfaithful in marriage, is that a portent that the
official might be prone to dishonorable behavior in pub-
lic duties?

In 1998 President Clinton was impeached for lying under
oath and obstruction of justice as he avoided responsibil-
ity for adultery. That June, the largest Protestant denomi-
nation in the U.S., the Southern Baptist Convention,
passed a strong resolution for moral behavior in public
officials. “We affirm that moral character matters to God
and should matter to all citizens, especially God’s people,
when choosing public leaders; and … we implore our gov‐
ernment leaders to live by the highest standards of morality
both in their private actions and in their public duties, and
thereby serve as models of moral excellence and character.
https://www.sbc.net/resource-library/resolutions/resolu-
tion-on-moral-character-of-public-officials/

Do staunchly conservative Southern Baptists still hold to
their resolution? Polls indicate that moral behavior of
public officials has become considerably less of a concern
with conservative Christians. https://www.prri.org/research/
prri-brookings-oct-19-poll-politics-election-clinton-double-digit-lead-
trump/

Paul specifies good and bad character traits in his Letter
to the Galatians.
https://www.sbc.net/resource-library/resolutions/resolution-on-moral-
character-of-public-officials/

The wrong things the sinful self does are clear:
committing sexual sin, being morally bad, doing
all kinds of shameful things, worshiping false
gods, taking part in witchcraft, hating people,
causing trouble, being jealous, angry or selfish,
causing people to argue and divide into separate
groups, being filled with envy, getting drunk, hav‐
ing wild parties, and doing other things like this. I
warn you now as I warned you before: The people
who do these things will not have a part in God’s
kingdom. But the fruit that the Spirit produces
in a person’s life is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control. There is no law against these
kinds of things. Those who belong to Christ Jesus
have crucified their sinful self. They have given up
their old selfish feelings and the evil things they
wanted to do. We get our new life from the Spirit,
so we should follow the Spirit. We must not feel
proud and boast about ourselves. We must not
cause trouble for each other or be jealous of each
other. (Galatians 5:19-26, ERV)

So how do our leaders stack up against these traits? This
is not to say one will be perfect, but tendencies can be
noted. Jesus taught how to judge a person through the
example of judging a tree by the quality of fruit it bears.
A good person’s heart brings forth good things, while an
evil person’s heart brings forth evil. (Matthew 12:33ff).

The Second Letter to Timothy sharply warns about the
danger of being around people of bad character.

People will love only themselves and money. They
will be proud and boast about themselves. They
will abuse others with insults. They will not obey
their parents. They will be ungrateful and against
all that is pleasing to God. They will have no love
for others and will refuse to forgive anyone. They
will talk about others to hurt them and will have
no self-control. They will be cruel and hate what
is good.People will turn against their friends.
They will do foolish things without thinking and
will be so proud of themselves. Instead of loving
God, they will love pleasure. They will go on pre‐
tending to be devoted to God, but they will refuse
to let that “devotion” change the way they live.
Stay away from these people! (II Timothy 3:2-5,
ERV)

The well-known Beatitudes taught by Jesus are revealing
on character. They are blessed who recognize their spiri-
tual need; who mourn; who are humble; who diligently

try to do what is right; who are merciful to others; who
are pure in thought; who actively work for peace; who
accept defamation as a consequence for doing what is
right. (from Matthew 5:3-10)

The Seven Deadly Sins and Seven Virtues are the
Church’s summary of moral character.

1. Pride vs. Humility
2. Greed (covetousness) vs. Charity (giving,
sharing, other-centered)

3. Lust vs. Chastity (self-discipline)
4. Anger (hatred, revenge vs. Patience (love,
forgiveness)

5. Gluttony and Indulgence vs. Temperance
(self-control)

6. Envy (resentment) vs. Kindness
7. Sloth (acedia, laziness) vs. Diligence

TheDanger of Political Idolatry

“I conclude before my God that worldly power
is not needed in the Kingdom of Christ.” (Pil-
gram Marpeck, Strasbourg, January 1532)

I keep a poster of Marpeck’s quote on my office wall to
remind me that Jesus is Lord and my allegiance and hope
is in His Kingdom. We Christ-followers can work and
witness to influence better government policy and
practice, but we cannot coerce or manipulate govern-
ment to replace the Kingdom of God. I often remind my-
self of the three temptations Jesus faced in the wilderness
preparatory to him launching his ministry. The Devil
offers Jesus political power and glory of all the kingdoms
of the world. The Devil says this is his to give to
anyone who will worship him. Jesus replies that
worship and service are only to be to God. (Luke 4:5-8)

Tragically, Christendom has too often swallowed that
temptation Jesus repudiated. For example, most German
Christians celebrated Adolph Hitler’s ascension to power.
“If the German who truly believed in Jesus could find the
Spirit of the kingdom of God anywhere, he could find it
in Adolph Hitler’s movement…” And, speaking of Hitler,
“[God has granted us] an hour of grace…through
Adolph Hitler.” (Mary Solberg, ed., A Church Undone,
Fortress, 2015)

The antidote for falling into political idolatry all the
while being constructive citizens is to develop and prac-
tice
biblical character virtues and encourage our society in
that direction. Honesty, kindness, humility, generosity,
forgiveness, and engagement with community issues are
most welcome.
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Church of theWild: How Nature Invites Us Into The Sacred byVictoria Loorz
( Broadleaf Books, Minneapolis) 2021, 245 pages Book Review by Jesse Johnson

My childhood home backed up to the
Monongahela National Forest and I spent

every chance I could exploring the forested ridges
and hollows of my small patch of Appalachia. On
one venture, I stumbled into a ravine tucked away
from the world. The cascading light flitted through
the canopy of old pine and white oak. A gurgling
creek skipped and tumbled its way along the forest
floor. Most magnificent of all were the ferns, as tall
as my seven years, with their swooped arches and
feathered fingers -inviting me to play hide and seek
in their velvety goodness. I would lose myself
among the cathedral of green arches for hours.
Time seemed to stretch forward and backwards and
stand still all at once. If a flying dragon or
Pterodactyl had swooped by overhead, I would
hardly have blinked. Anything felt possible in this
place.

I returned many times during my childhood.
When I visited during a break in college, I could tell
even from a distance that something had changed.
The tall pines that had guarded my enchanted forest
had been clear-cut. Where the gurgling creek had
once been, now crisscrossed ruts of mud. The few
remaining trees, too small to be of commercial use,
were smashed and broken. And the magnificent
ferns were gone. I like to imagine with the first
rumble of the bulldozers, the ferns arched their
great green wings and took flight. A part of my soul
flew off with them.

A few years later a local church bought the
property in front of the cleared forest and
constructed a new church. It was the same
congregation where at a former location I first heard
the flannel-board Bible stories of Jesus and years
later preached my first sermon as an awkward
teenager. It was there, too, that my pastoral calling
first sprouted and was nurtured. Now when I drive
past the new church, I see a large parking lot, the
basketball court and the picnic shelter. And I
remember the ferns.

In Church of the Wild, author Victoria Loorz
invites the reader into a conversation into the
inseparable interconnection between spirituality
and nature. Loorz states from the beginning that
her personal spirituality is deeply rooted in the
Christ tradition and yet she prefers the term ‘edge
walker’ from nature writer Terry Tempest Williams.
According to her, ‘edge walking’ is traveling the
narrow space between the religious tradition that
forged her soul and personal experiences and truths

of their own she gained from being immersed in
nature. By definition, “‘edge walkers’ are a bit
lonely,” she says, “but like edges between biosystems
in the natural world, these spaces are the most
highly biodiverse and resilient.” A shoreline, for
example, is an ecotone edge between water and
land, where the intertidal zones invite more life-
forms to flourish. Church of the Wild is a call to
‘edge walkers’ everywhere to embrace their essential
role as connecters between cultural spheres.

Loorz outlines her own journey as an ‘edge
walker.’ She had always felt like her love for Christ
and nature came from the same place. Yet as a
pastor of indoor churches, her attempts to bring
these two together were often met with suspicion
and resistance. Working as a climate activist fared
little better. After years of naïve optimism that she
could make inroads against the public shrug of
indifference, she hit burnout. In her burnout, she
realized something she had known deep down all
along but had never had the internal or cultural
permission to embrace—our personal spirituality is
deeply interconnected and inseparable from the
wild natural world.

Loorz sets out her definition of ‘wild’ early
on. The word ‘wild’ is not meant as a colloquial
sense of “out of control” but rather to the natural,
innate way the untamed world was created. She
says that reclaiming ‘wild’ is reclaiming who we are
meant to be, which is dynamic and interconnected.
In placing the word ‘church’ within the context of
‘wild’ in her book’s title Loorz hopes to reframe this
new church as a sacred space, outside human made
buildings and dogma and control.

From Loorz’s website:
“In my book you will learn about my friends: the
black-tailed deer who have invited me into their
lives. One particular mama deer leaves her
fawns in my yard for me to watch over while she
grazes elsewhere.

They have taught me about parenting and loss
and love and fidelity. They regard me with
respect and curiosity and trust. I try and offer
them a reciprocal tenderness.”

Book
Reviewer
Jesse
Johnson
at about
12-years
of age.
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Church of theWild Book Review (Continued from page 12)

Lorrz insists that the language we use isimportant, because either it objectifies the
natural world or it creates connection and wonder.
Loorz spends several chapters exploring a number
of biblical texts and shows how punctuation
matters. In Hebrew and Greek there are no
commas, so it is left to translators to add them
where they see fit. A simple comma or semicolon
can denote connection or separation. According to
Lorrz, translators and preachers have most often
collaborated with a long history of detaching the
sacred from nature. For example, Mark 1:13
translates as, “(Jesus) was with the wild animals;
and the angels, who were serving him.” Read this
way, the wild animals are part of the wilderness, and
pitted against the angels. Take out the semicolon—
added by translators—and suddenly we can read
that the wild animals are attending Jesus alongside
with the angels.

In similar form, Loorz says that our ideas of
‘wilderness’ need to be revisited. In examining
scripture, Loorz points out that nearly every
significant biblical character spent time in the
wilderness. This wilderness was not just a metaphor
for a spiritual place of testing. Nor was it just a hot,
barren and desolate wasteland. It was also a place
alive with growing plants, trees and rivers, where
shepherds would bring their sheep. Wilderness was
also a place of healing and provision where God

brought the Children of Israel to recuperate from
the trauma in Egypt. Abraham, Hagar, Elijah,
Isaiah, John the Baptist, Jesus and many more were
sent into the wilderness to prepare them for
ministry. “God sends people into the wilderness.
On purpose” she contends. At pivotal moments in
their lives all of them were thrust into the wild. All
of them came out of their immersion into the
wilderness utterly transformed people.

In her own journey into the wilderness after her
burnout, Loorz describes several seemingly
ordinary experiences within nature (I not will spoil
a new reader here) that had a profoundly healing
effect on her. These ordinary experiences taken as a
whole weave together a narrative that invites us to
fall in love with our own natural surrounding and
see the sacred within the everyday. In this way her
book is less a theological entreaty and more a gentle
invitation to immerse ourselves in the natural world
with our senses wide open. Loorz’s writing
meanders at times, but like a zig-zagging hike along
a mountain trail, I found that the unexpected
beauty in the detours were definitely worth the
journey.

Loorz description of ‘edge walker’ and the rich
biodiversity in the overlap between biosystems
stirred something deep within me that I am still
unpacking. Similar to Loorz, I was a pastor of
inside churches for nearly two decades. While I look
back on that time with reverent appreciation, I often
felt like the church walls were designed to keep the
nature and wider world out. After reading Loorz’
book, I realized that I have been practicing Church
of the Wild for some time. I just did not call it that.
Recently, I have begun to see Sundays in a different
light. Sometimes I will slip a copy of Mary Olivers’
Devotions into a backpack and set out to saunter
among the forest and ponds near my house.
Sometimes I sprawl out under the trees and read.
Other times I will marinade in the beauty around.

This past spring, I had the opportunity to visit
my childhood home. The forest outside was a
dazzle of greens. I followed a dry stream bed that
twisted and turned along the forest floor. My mind
was occupied in searching for a rare native flower. I

had already decided to turn around to head back to
the house when my mind heard a whisper nudging
me to go further. I hesitated, but the trees seemed
to urge me forward. I stepped across the steam and
pushed past a large eastern hemlock. On the other
side, nestled in a crook, was a cluster of ferns. They
were not as tall as the ferns from my childhood.
They barely came up to my knees. I felt an
overwhelming sense of the sacred, an immense
gratitude for the gift. Carefully, not to crush any of
the fronds, I knelt down. Then I stretched out my
full body length and allowed myself to be immersed
in the kaleidoscope of green.

Jesse Johnson, reviewer of this book, lives in
Memphis, Tennessee. He Is Director of “Skills for
Life Coaching” that helps teens
and young adults with diverse
abilities, cognitive differences
and learning styles to build
confidence and create
meaningful friendships by
improving social skills through
individual and group coaching.

Victoria Loorz, MDiv, is a "wild church pastor," an
"eco-spiritual director" and co-founder of several
transformation-focused organizations focused
on the integration of nature and spirituality.

After twenty years as a pastor of indoor
churches, she launched the first Church of the
Wild, in Ojai CA and began to meet others with
the same sense of call to leave building and
expand the Beloved Community beyond our
own species.

Her website, https://www.victorialoorz.com/ is
full of reesources, including info on aWild
Church Movement.

Elijah the prophet is sent by God into a
wilderness. Ravens bring him food to eat.
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Praying for Creation
An Interviewwith Connie Hanson, Director of Christians Caring for Creation

Connie Hanson, co-founder and director of Christians Caring for Creation, radiates contagious
enthusiasm for prayer. After all, the Creator of the incomprehensibly vast universe desires to
lovingly communicate with us.What could be more amazing than that!

Connie and interviewer Allen Johnson have been friends for over 25 years, initially through our
shared involvement with the National Religious Coalition on Creation Care (nrccc.org). Connie
sees herself has just a regular person, living in Pasadena, California, with her husband and
enjoying their grown adult children’s families. Prayer is God’s invitation to talk with God, to hear
from God, to be changed by God, and to grow in our capacity to love other people and indeed all
creation.

To join CCC, simply send Connie an email at cccpnch@aol.com and ask to be be a Prayer
Partner. About once a month you will receive a “Praise and Prayer Request”email that invites you
to thank God for good happenings and to pray intercessorily for conerns that prayer partners
notify Connie to post.
This ministry is free of any charge or solicitation.

Allen Johnson: Connie, some history. Talk about your
prayer network. Explain what led you to this ministry.

Connie Hanson: Christians Caring for Creation is an
environmental national prayer network. It came in
existence because in 1989, two of our sons, Chad, and
Kirk, hiked the Pacific Crest Trail from Mexico to
Canada in five months and four days. Our son, Kent,
would have gone, too, but unfortunately he had
mononucleosis. And what they saw when they got to
the Tahoe National Forest in Northern California,
were all these horrible, horrible, clear cuts. They were
shocked. When they saw the clear cuts, they were just
horrified all the way to Canada.

When they came back, Chad started an organization
called John Muir project. First of all, they both went
back to college and changed their majors to environ-
mental science. Then Chad started John Muir project.
Our daughter, Amy went to work for him. Chad
started telling the family what was going on in the for-
est, with God's creatures and creations. We were horri-
fied. We saw the pictures they had taken. We all real-
ized we needed a lot of prayer for this situation, a lot of
prayer for God's creation, and also to turn around
things into preservation, protection and restoration.

So, Amy and I, in the fall of 1997 we started Christians
Caring for Creation. It was going to be and it still is a
prayer network. It's national, we even have a few mem-
bers in Australia and England. We just send out
emails asking people from all over the nation for

prayer requests. Send prayer requests, sometimes per-
sonal requests for healing or for relationship problems.
And then also for environmental situations for their
endeavors, their causes, what they're working on, or
what they see around them that needs prayer. We pray
for everything. During COVID, we were praying for
healing of people who were in the hospital and we
prayed for that. It’s really all encompassing.

We pray for environmental concerns for The Lord’s
creatures. We pray for bills that might be in Congress
that need to be passed. We also pay for bills that we
don't want. Pray for bills that we want the Lord to stop
from being passed that will affect His creation.

Allen:How do you join up with Christians Caring for
Creation?

Connie: It's very easy to become a member, you just
need to email us and say you want to be on the prayer
network. We have no meetings, no dues, we pray, and
then we send out the requests, some that we get our-
selves and others that people send to us. And we send
out the prayer requests and people pray, and they do
share. Some people have told us that they bring it to
their churches, and they have their churches or their
prayer groups pray.

We know there is power in prayer. We've seen that in
our family. Christians Caring for Creation Prayer Net-
work, and other groups of our brothers and sisters in

creation care ministries have seen answers to prayer. I
just feel that prayer is so important. It's so powerful.

In the Old Testament, The Lord tells us to pray. And in
the New Testament, Jesus tells us to pray, and Paul tells
us, “Pray without ceasing.” So, we pray. I pray by my-
self. I just send up prayers. Often during the day, I pray
with my husband, Dave. We pray with family and
friends, and with a support group from church. We
pray together.

Allen: So how do you pray?

Connie:There's no formula for it. It's just talking to
the Lord. And what an amazing thing that is, by His
grace that we get to communicate with Him, with our
Father, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, we can just talk to God.
Anytime we want to, in any way we want to, there's no
formula for any time any place. The Lord listens. The
Lord hears, The Lord understands and He answers. So
that's the basis for the Christians Caring for Creation
Prayer Network, and is pretty much the basic for my
life. Praying is like breathing to me.

Allen: You know, if you think about it, we pray to
God who is the Creator of the earth and the vast
universe. Yet we are given the amazing privilege to
communicate with the Creator.

Connie: Yes! It is beyond amazing that we, who are
human, can talk to God, The Lord, The Creator of all!
I mean,we can pray to our Lord who is worthiness
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Praying for Creation (continued from previous page)

and love and grace. I always tell people, when we see
amazing answers to prayer miracles, and they say,
“Oh, you're such a prayer warrior?” Well, no, that's not
it. It has nothing to do with me. It's not anything I do. I
just plug into the source. It's all The Lord’s grace. It's all
His mercy. And it's all His love and power.

Allen: You pray for God's creation, and sometimes for
policy issues that the government's involved with. You
also, pray for people who have personal needs. Several
years ago when I was diagnosed with severe prostate
cancer, I brought that up to Christians Caring for Cre-
ation. The prayer network people prayed for me. Yes, I
had good medical care. Above all, it by God's grace
and with prayer that I am well. I'm still so grateful and
thankful for the people who pray for me. So, we want
to be praying for others and for God's creation, and for
God's will to be done on earth., right here and now as
it is in heaven.

Connie: Yes. Oh, and I remember when you were on
the prayer network, and we were all praying for you.
And yes, we pray definitely for healing and for per-
sonal problems. Just recently, we were praying for
Elena's father. He was given the prognosis that there
was no hope. He’s on the island of Cyprus, and she
didn't have the money to go over there and be with
him. The doctor said there was no hope. He would just
go to heaven. We prayed and prayed and he is now out
of the hospital living his life again, healthy and hearty.
It's a miracle of The Lord’s grace. And we've seen many
of those miracles.

Allen: You have written books, actually under a pseu-
donym. Do you want to say anything about these
books? Are they like what you're been talking about?

Connie: Yes. The first book I wrote, is Extraordinary
Miracles for an Ordinary Family.My middle name is
Lee. Instead of Connie Hanson, I wrote under Lee
Hanson, because the stories were personal all about
miracles that our family has experienced from the
Lord. They're so personal, I let our four children and
their spouses read and approve it before I submitted it
for publication. I was so personal. No one had a prob-
lem with it. So, the first book was about just amazing
miracles that we have seenThe Lord do in our family.

There's nothing extraordinary about us. We're ordi-
nary, but The Lord just has done amazing miracles. I
wrote it so our family would not to forget these mira-
cles that the Lord has done for us. I just wanted them
to be written down. I didn't mean for it to be really

published and be out there for other people to read at
the time. And then other people read it and it did go
out.

Allen: And then another book.

Connie:Then I thought well, there are a lot of other
miracles that happened to my parents, and Dave's par-
ents and other family members and others of ours as
well, that kept happening. So, then I wrote the second
book that's called, Here You Go Again, God, about my
husband Dave's amazing parents, who, on their honey-
moon went to up to the Arctic Circle to little villages
outside of Nome, not even near known and established
churches and spread the gospel, and had amazing mir-
acles happen in their lives.Both books are about mira-
cles that The Lord has graciously in His mercy done
for our family, some that we've prayed about, and oth-
ers that He just did, and we stood in amazement.

Allen: I've read both of them. I highly recommend
your books.

For years, I've been writing stories that I call “Mighty
Acts of God” about what's happened in my family’s
life. Some of them might seem small, but you see the
Hand of God. There are big things too. It's a legacy for
our family. We need to share these stories, not at all to
boast on ourselves. We're fallible people. Rather, we
boast in the God who loves us and intervenes.

Do you want to share any special scripture?

Connie:When I'm praying about a relationship that
someone has asked us to pray about, or it's been on the
Christians Caring for Creation Prayer Network, I love
that verse in Ezekiel, that “the Lord will take out the
hearts of stone and put in hearts of flesh.”
Three verses that I use so much in prayer is Romans
8:28. “All things work together for good for those who
love God.” We know that all things are not good. We
know that we still live on this earth, we're not in
heaven yet, and things happen that are not good. How-
ever, the Lord can work them all, and does work them
together for good. I love that verse.

Also, Matthew 19:26, “With God, all things are possi-
ble.” And then Ephesians 3:20, which I just claim as my
favorite verse in the Bible. “You, Lord, are able to do
exceedingly, abundantly beyond all we can ask or even
imagine.”
Our wonderful Lord answers our prayers, personal
prayers, prayers, for others, prayers for His precious

creation. And you know, there are so many verses in
Genesis that talk about how much He loves His cre-
ation, that is good. He asked Adam and Eve to take
care of it.
We just know that God loves His creation, and we pray
for His forests, His creatures, His creation, as well as
salvation for people, healing for people, situations, per-
sonal situations. It's all in The Lord’s Hands. Yes, it's all
in God's Hands. We have the amazing opportunity and
the privilege to pray and talk to God.

Allen: Thank you, Connie, for your time and inspira-
tion. Anything else you would like to add?

Connie:The New Testament tells us that there's power
in the very name of Jesus. It's the name that all knees
will bow, heaven, earth, under the earth. I always pray
in the powerful name of Jesus.

Prayers are answered three ways. Go, or Slow or No.
“Go” means God answers right away. And it's just this
amazing miracle flow. “Slow,” God is answering, but it
takes some time, or No, this is not the answer that is in
God's will. AndThe Lord knows best, that's His
answer, because He loves us. The Lord knows best and
He wants what's best for us.

Amy & Connie
Co-FoundersDave & Connie Hanson

Connie’s book, Extraordinary Miracles for an
Ordinary Family is out of print but can be found on
Amazon and online sellers. Or contact Connie for a
copy. Her second book, Here You Go Again, God, is in
print. Highly recommended to inspire to prayer!
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Tribute to Owen Owens (1934-2024) —Allen Johnson, Coordinator, CFTM

“I’m so grateful.”

Owen Owens spoke these his last words as he was
dying. He was smiling at his bedroom window
watching birds at the feeder with a beautiful sky in
the backdrop. His beloved family was by his side.

The previous spring Owen had learned about the
pancreatic cancer that was predicted would take his
life within a few months. Owen lived longer than
expected. Owen lived longer not only in time but in
accomplishment in a concerted effort to counsel and
inspire others to carry on the God-breathed tasks
that he had set his life’s work upon. For example, he
finished his last book, Rescue the Perishing, just a
week before he died.

Less than a week before his passing in mid-
January, Owen had once again phoned me. “Allen,
I’m getting very weak now. I won’t make it through
this month. I need you to do [and then a list of
projects and tasks we had agreed upon]. And as
always, Owen would say before ending our call,
“Allen, let’s now pray.” And each of us would pray to
God with thanksgiving, for insight, wisdom, and
favor for the work ahead.

Prayer was central to Owen. Attunement to
God was Owen’s priority. Public prayers were not
wordy, lengthy, or showy. Owen’s prayers expressed
gratitude, humility, personal trust that God would
lead, empower, and help.

Owen grew up in Wisconsin. He progressed up
the academic ladder to a Ph. D, was an ordained
Methodist minister who pastored churches, and
later became Director of Ecology and Racial Justice
at American Baptist Home Mission Societies based
in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania.

Owens said of this work, “God’s kingdom goal of
peace on Earth—where ecological wholeness and
social justice come together in reverence for life,
interdependence with life and stewardship of life—
was the light guiding my 30 years of ministry with
American Baptists.” For 50 years, he sought to
“learn how God is leading us to a future of
ecological wholeness and social justice, where the

Biblical hope of peace on earth becomes daily
reality.”

An avid fly fisherman,
Owens took on the challenge
of cleaning up the polluted
streams of Eastern
Pennsylvania around
Philadelphia. After ten years
of dialogue with the city,
townships, water companies,
sewage treatment facilities,
farmers and businesses, he developed a model
campaign of citizen action in his efforts to clean up
Metro Philadelphia’s rivers and streams. As a result,
these streams once again support a healthy trout
fishery. During this effort,Owens co-founded the
Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Living
Waters: How to Save Your Local Stream is one of
Owens’ several books.

I became friends with Owen Owens in his
position as Co-Chair of the National Religious
Coalition on Creation Care (NRCCC).
[https://nrccc.org] NRCCC is a religious
organization drawn from a spectrum of Jewish and
Christian (Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant,
Evangelical) faith communities, for active
engagement concerning our world's most pressing
environmental issues. Co-Chair Rabbi Warren
Stone and Rev. Owen Owens have provided
excellent leadership for 25 years. NRCCC as well as
Christians For The Mountains are some of the
programs ofWorld Stewardship Institute 501(3)(c).
[https://ecostewards.org]

Owen Owens heard
Larry Gibson speak at
Cabrini University and
immediately was
inspired to help his
cause. This has
included being a
persistent, wise, driving

force behind the Larry Gibson Biography Project. In
June 2021, Owen realized a life goal to see for
himself the ravages of mountaintop removal in West
Virginia. I took Owen to Larry Gibson’s cabin and
adjacent grave on Kayford Mountain. On a
following day, we joined local activists Chuck

Nelson and Maria Gunnoe to the Jarrell Cemetery
that is an island in the middle of the massive 12-
square-mile Twilight Surface Mine Complex.
Stunned at the environmental moonscape, Owen
began formulating ideas and action plans on
ecologically restoring ruined landscapes. With his
friend, Steve Apfelbaum of Applied Ecological
Institute, plans are now initiated toward a
project,“Healing Landscapes, Healthy
Communities.” (see pp. 6, 7)

Owen returned to Kayford in July 2023 for a
reunion of family and activist friends who hold dear
that mountain and a vision for renewal.
[https://larrygibsonbio.com/kayford-reunion/]
In October 2024, Owen addressed the NRCCC
Prayer Breakfast with his inspiring farewell speech.
[https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Bk3JqgZ2Ls]

Owen Owen’s
envisioning, kindliness,
generosity, and shining
faith gives us a legacy to
inspire generations to
come. To God be the glory!

Owen and Irene Owens

Planning a future for Kayford: Tina Toves, Marybeth
Lorbieki, SusanThompson, Becky Gibson Steinbrenner,
Owen Owens, John Murdock, Gregg Steinbrenner.

Lamenting poorly-reclaimed surface mine on Kayford

Owen sits by Larry Gibson’s
grave and cabin on Kayford.



TheMountain Vision Fall 2024Christians For The Mountains Page 17

Statements of Appreciation for the Life of Owen Owens
Chris Wood, President of Trout Unlimited

“Owen Owens was more than the person who, literally,
wrote the book on how to save a stream (Living Water:
How to Save Your Local Stream). He was more than the
founder of the Valley Forge Chapter of Trout Unlimited.
He was more than a great father and husband. He was
more than a friend and mentor to me. He was someone
who not only saw the wonder of God’s creation through
clean air and water, and healthy trout populations. He
dedicated his life working to care for and recover them.

For Owen, conservation and restoration was more than a
passion to help make fishing better in southwestern PA.
It was a sacred obligation to leave the Lord’s creation bet-
ter than the way Owen found it.

A week before he passed, Owen’s friend Allen let me
know that Owen wanted to speak to me. I had to call
several times before I could get him on the phone. I
never met anyone approaching the end of life who was
filled with such grace and equanimity about his coming
demise. In his last days on the planet, he wanted me to
know he was sending a check to Trout Unlimited to help
with saving Pacific salmon.

I will miss Owen’s friendly voice and face, but his life was
like a prayer, and will continue to inspire me.”

Warren Stone, Rabbi Emeritus at Temple Emmanuel,
Co-Chair of NRCCC

Owen has been a dear colleague and friend for decades.
His passion and deep faith contributed to our NRCCC
for so many years. Owen lived this faith and loved to
serve his local community as a faith environmental
activist for the local streams and ecosystem. He dearly
loved his family. Owen loved to call me and chat about
Abraham Joshua Heschel whose theology and writing
touched his heart. As Heschel once wrote: “Our goal
should be to live life in radical amazement to get up in
the morning and look at the world in a way that takes
nothing for granted. Everything is phenomenal;
everything is incredible; never treat life casually. To be
spiritual is to be amazed.” Owen was always a model to
me of the spiritually possible. May God be with him.

Bill Cannon, Photographic Artist
I have been here at Owen and Irene's cottage since Labor
Day. I was down for a two-day visit with him when he
made the extraordinary offer for me to stay as his guest
indefinitely and work on my book. Each day was a writ-
ing workshop with him writing at his desk in his office
and me out on the sunroom working on my book on
Bipolar II. We had some marvelous talks, laughter and

camaraderie in these past few months that solidified my
impression of himh a unique and extraordinary person.

He made it easy for everyone around him with his con-
stant smile, sense of humor and perspective, and self-
awareness. His faith never flagged for a second. (In truth,
that is incorrect, because he humorously told me several
times that "I gave the timing of my passing to God, but
then this morning I took it back!" Ever the honest and
real person that he was.

Each day one would have thought that nothing was
wrong at all; that it was just a great day to be live and to
love and to create. I intend to mention at his memorial
service that I never quite thought we would get to each
meal, because his list of things he was grateful for would
make for very long pre-meal blessings!

It was an honor and privilege to spend this time with
him. It is difficult, if not impossible, to list the ways in
which he enriched my life. I was looking at his photo this
morning and thinking, "You can't be gone."

Marybeth Lorbiecki, Author of Larry Gibson Bio

Owen strived to learn from his mistakes and to be open
to new ways of doing things and ways of seeing things. I
experienced this in working with him as an editor of
some of his writing and when we would converse on
wide ranging varied topics. He was open to learning from
many perspectives, which is shown in his experiences out
West with Native American elders/holy ones and spiri-
tual practices, his love of Rabbi Heschel, and his advo-
cacy of the principles and practices of Al-Anon. These all
helped him to become an ever more attentive and hum-
bler listener while also creatively speaking the truths that
he had learned. He was able to bring together varied
threads of ideas and people of differing expertise and
weave them into a colorful integrated tapestry of con-
cepts and projects. I feel so blessed to have been invited
in and integrated and befriended.

Two summers ago, Allen, John Murdock, Owen, and I,
along with some others were at Kayford Mountain, Larry
Gibson's homeplace, in a kind of healing reunion of
those who were so battered down in the struggle to save
the mountain and to save West Virginians and others
from Appalachia particularly from the ravages of moun-
taintop removal coal mining. This was a project so close
to Owen's heart, having known Larry Gibson and been
inspired by his courage. Owen, though he did not yet
know it, was already experiencing the ravages on his sys-
tem from the cancer, and he was tired at the end of a long
day. Yet the two of us talked him into going to Charleston

after the Kayford gathering for a 4th of July weekend cel-
ebration. That evening, people and food vendors,
music and lights welcomed and assaulted our senses. We
grabbed some food and walked down to the river's edge
where riverboats were all gathered and blazing with
varied colored lights.

It was a perfect summer's evening with clear dark skies,
so the fireworks and boat lights had even greater power
of contrast. John and Allen walked faster, so Owen and I,
arm in arm, took the slow pace, walking and sharing, like
father to daughter. It was a magical night, sparkling and
crystal in its beauty. We both felt it, as did Allen—a jewel
of a moment so to speak, one that stood out in the crown
of that weekend. Owen talked about it often afterwards,
as has Allen. I go back to that walk by the river with
Owen many times in my head, the kind, gentle wonder of
it that seemed in so many ways to me to encapsulate the
essence of his shining.

Rev. Tom Carr, Blessed Tomorrow “Owen was a per-
son of passion and compassion who cared so deeply for
God's creation and all people. He told me in the last two
phone conversations he had that he "never felt so close to
the Lord" and saw life as such a blessing.”

Robert A. Jonas, Author I am grateful for the gifts and
continued challenge he calls to us all. Oh my, I have
profound respect for Owen….He was a good
mantrustworthy, always trusting in Jesus to lead the way.

RichardWhiteford, Journalist Owen was a true
disciple of God's creation…He was a stellar orator who
spoke with such dignity, eloquence, and passion. His
gentle demeanor quelled the tension in many adversarial
situations.

Susan Bass, VP for the Earth Day Network
I was always so inspired each time we met by Owen's
positive inspiring messages especially his last talk at the
National Prayer Breakfast. May his memory be for a
blessing.
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Obituary Tribute to Owen Owens (1934-2024)
by Fred Krueger, in behalf of The National Religious Coalition on Creation Care

On Saturday, January 20, at 12:45 pmEST,
Owen passed on to his new life. “He was fully
conscious and joyful andworkinguntil the lastweek,”
reportsBethAcampo, his daughter, who was there
along with her two brothers.

Until Owen’s final week hewas as busy as ever. He
completed his final book and signed the book
contract. His daughter Beth played the phone
messages he received to him and could tell he heard
them.

His last words when his daughter Beth opened
the curtains to show Owen the bright day with snow
and bird feeder, was "I am so grateful," with a smile.

“I am so grateful” (Owen’s smiling
last words)

Owen’s children, Beth, Martin and Andrew
were gathered around him through his passage,
lovinghim intohis next journey, and they
appreciated all the phonemessages, emails, notes,
visits, and prayers. He had lived a long and full life.

“He was always a visionary,” says Allen Johnson,
fromWest Virginia. “Even to the end, our phone
conversations invariably involved projects that he
envisioned. He desired that these hopes would carry
on to fruition in the future. In other words, Owen
was a man with HOPE.”

Here are a few of Owen’s early tasks and
accomplishments.

In 1972 Owen attended the UN Stockholm
Conference which declared:

“The protection and improvement of the
human environment is amajor issue which
affects the well-being of peoples and
economic development throughout the world;
it is the urgent desire of the peoples of the
whole world and the duly of all
Governments.”

Some years later Owen became the coordinator
of the Office of Ecological and Racial Justice for
the American Baptist Churches USA located in
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania.

In that capacity he coordinated with other
churches through the National Council of
Churches and sought to bring the principles of the
StockholmConference to the churches. There he
coordinated the National Council of Churches
Eco-Justice Working Group.This helped to bring
most of the mainline Protestant churches into
ecological activism.

We began a correspondence in 1986 when he
started to inquire about the North American
ConferenceonChristianity andEcologywhich
promoted the idea that every church had a duty to
care for the earth.

At about that time, Owen began to look for how
he could demonstrate what a minister might do to
improve the environment. Because of his

background of trout fishing in his nativeWisconsin,
he took on the task of cleaning up the streams and
rivers ofmetropolitanPhiladelphia.Thiswasno easy
task. Farmers let their cowswade into the upstream
creeks and streams. Industry dumpedwastes into the
Schuylkill River. Much of the land was asphalt,
concrete, and buildings. Parks were lacking. Local
governments paid little attention to the pollution of
water quality.

After several years of
talking to farmers,
dialoguing with local
governments, and
teaching the duty to
care for God’s creation,
trout began to reappear
in Valley Creek which
runs through Valley
Forge. Gradually other
streams in the area
began to flow clean and cold again. Trout returned.
Ten years later Owen published the book Living
Waters: How to Save your Local Stream on the
story of his battle with pollution. During this time,
he became a co-founder of a localchapterofTrout
Unlimited.

In 1995 Owen began to attend monthly
discussions on religion and the environment that
were held atEasternBaptist Seminary. This is
whereOwen and Fred Krueger began to team up.
Through those discussions Owen began to be
concerned about saving our forests.

Connie Hanson, co-founder of “Christians
Caring for Creation Prayer Network,” relates her
early experiences with Owen.

My daughter, Amy, and Imet OwenOwens
during the summer of 1998, whenOwen, Fred
Krueger, Allen Johnson,Amy and I, and
othersmet in Muir Woods to write a mission
statement and found the Religious Campaign

Owen trout fishing in Bennett’s
Run in Kennett Square, Pa.
(suburb of Philadelphia).
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Obituary Tribute to Owen Owens (continued)

for Forest Conservation (RCFC).We
continued toworkwith and pray with Owen
as RCFC became the National Religious
Coaliion on Creation Care.

Brilliant, steady, a statesman, passionate
about protecting forests and all of God's
creation, a believer with deep faith, and a
dear, dear friend are words that come to
mind when remembering Owen. His passing
toHeaven is great loss to us, but great glory
and joy for him. With love and thankfulness

for knowingOwen.

By 1999 Rev. Dr. Owen Owens plus Rabbi Dr.
Warren Stone, past chair of the Central
Conference of American Rabbis, teamed up with a
group of about thirty others fromacrossAmerica.
We convened thefirstNationalPrayerBreakfast
with concern for forests. Secretary of Interior Bruce
Babbitt attended (and invited a dozen individuals
from our group to come and visit him at his office).
He wanted to understand how religionwas involved
with forest issues.At the same time, advocacygroups
went into the halls of Congress to promote a
religious ethic of the forests. As a surprise, the
White House heard about our gathering and
advocacy and called and asked our group to come

over as several departmentswanted toknowhowand
whyreligiousgroupswere coming together on this
issue to promote an end to commercial logging on
the national forests.
The next year Owen, Warren and a

representative from each major religious tradition
were back in Washington, this time to host a
Congressional staff briefing on religion and the
forests.This coincidedwith a SierraClub campaign
to end commercial loggingon thenational forests.
Theyhadalready secured severaldozenco-sponsors
for a bill thatwouldendcommercial loggingon
public lands.Whenreligionvoices joined this effort,
republicans began to sign on and the number of co-
sponsors jumped up to 119 co-sponsors.This
showedhowpotent the voice of religion could be on a
bill and how it could increase legislator willingness
to support environmental legislation.

In 2001, a new Administration was in
Washington and the Religious Campaign for Forest
Conerevation (RCFC) tackled the challenge of
international reforestation. With the help of Carlos
Agnesi, the president of the Interreligious Council
of Mexico, joined with the RCFC group and went
to the World Bank and asked for funds to reforest
the eroded lands of Mexico, often because of
clearcut logging. After more than half a dozen
meetings, the World Bank allocated $92million in

funds for reforestation entirely toMexico,
demonstrating how religious-based advocacy could
deliver funds for needed projects.

Every year after these prayer breakfast events,
there would be teams that would visit the Congress
and present perspectives on current environmental
issues. One of the more effective methods that the
Natioanl Religious Coalition on Creation Care
(NRCCC) would sponsor are Congressional Staff
Briefings in which every office in the House or
Senatewould be advised of a special presentation on
a particular issue of importance. Then a spectrum of
top representatives from the various branches of
religion would provide perspective on an issue.

Over the 25 years of the work of our coalition, we
embraced all religions and put each to work on
engaging environmental issues. Despite this
diversity we never had a single argument or
significant disagreement.

Rabbi Merele Goldsmith, Rev. Owen Owens, and Marz
and Manijeh Attar at 2023 National Prayer Breakfast.
Jewish, Christian, and Muslim in fellowship.
https://nrccc.org/events/ for photos and a video of Owen’s
inspiring farewell address.

Owen and Warren developed an ethic of the
environment, which in principle addresses every
ecological issue: This statement theNRCCC
recognizes is a succinct summation of the Biblical
mandates on creation, and therefore is the Jewish
and Christian ethic of God’s Creation.

‘The Earth is God’s, and all that is in it.
Therefore, thou shall not destroy the Earth,
Nor despoil the life theron.”

Lisa Jackson, Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, receives the NRCCC 2011 Steward of
God’s Creation. L-R) Carlos Agnesi, Fred Krueger, Eugene
Suttton, Lisa Jackson, Warren Stone, Owen Owens.

Wendell Berry is presented the Steward of God’s
Creation award by NRCCC Co-chairs Rabbi Warren
Stone and Rev. Owen Owens at the 2012 National Prayer
Breakfast at the National Cathedral in Washington, DC.
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“He Changed People’s Lives”
Why the Larry Gibson Biography Project Is So Important —-Allen Johnson

The mission of the Larry Gibson BiographyProject is to impact lives. To shape the contours
of the world to be more just, neighborly, livable.
Larry Gibson had a powerful, inspiring, action-
committing influence on many people who in turn
are now inspiring others to the same.

In spring 2012, Larry began asking certain
people if they would help write his biography. Owen
Owens (see pp 16-19), a published writer, was one of
these persons. “Larry, your story is very important.
I’m 77-years old and live near Philadelphia. I cannot
write your story, but I promise to see it through.”

I was one of several that Larry asked to help,
and I promised to help in some way. Larry had a
serious heart condition that led to his fatal heart
attack that September. I believe Larry’s asking for his
story to be written was for people to continue his
message after he was gone. Larry had a God-given
charisma to jolt people into action for justice.

First Encounter with Larry Gibson

Larry Gibson often reminded me of our first
encounter in May 2005. He was in a sour mood, and
seeing our “church folks” delegation ticked him off.
“Why are you so late?” he had whined at us.
Meaning, where have the church people been all
these years while the mountains are being hewed
down? Larry proceeded to rant at our group with
stories of local churches who took coal money for
picnic shelters, and of a preacher who told him, “Be a
good citizen. Our nation needs electricity, and you
have coal.” Larry did not seem to care much for the
church and its people. Hearing him, I understood. “If
you aren’t going to do something to save the
mountains, then you wasted my time!” he shouted to
us.

Our group returned to Charleston that evening
and founded “Christians For The Mountains,” an
advocacy organization to implore churches and their
people to work for the abolishment of mountaintop
removal as a desecration of God’s creation. Larry
Gibson had a knack for changing people’s lives.

Larry’s piercing question, “What in your life is
so precious that it’s never at any price for sale?” One
can almost see Larry asking himself that question
when first encountering mountain mining in 1986
and answering, “Home.” From then on, this most
unlikely activist poured his considerable energy and

dogged determination into stopping the practice of
mountaintop removal mining—and saving his
beloved Kayford Mountain.

Finding aWriter for the Biography

Finding a biographer was a challenge. A few
persons expressed interest, even gathered important
research, but ultimately could not commit to the
major undertaking. Owens kept the vision before
me. In fall 2018, Marz Attar and I were sitting in a
coffee house in Lewisburg, West Virginia. Marz,
founder of The One Foundation, had previously
given funding for our research of family health
histories in communities close to mountaintop
removal. Upon his asking what projects Christians
For The Mountains hoped to do, I replied, “The
Larry Gibson biography. But we do not have a writer.
We are still searching.”

Literally the next day, I received a group email
fromMarybeth Lorbiecki that indicated she was
freed up from the work she had been doing. I
phoned her, discussed the biography concept, and
invited her to consider being the author, A few days
later, she agreed.

Marybeth Lorbiecki is the Right One

I had met Marybeth through the National
Religious Coalition on Creation Care (see pp.
18-19). I was invited to Hawaii on an expedition to
develop a religious response to harmful human-
caused ocean environmental issues. Marybeth was
also on the expedition. She impressed our group with
her energy, writing skills, astute understanding of
environmental issues and ethics, and her committed
Christian faith. She experienced a life-changing
epiphany on a beach when she saw a Green Turtle
with a massive tumor on its neck. Within a year,
Marybeth founded Interfaith Oceans. https://
www.interfaithoceans.org

Marybeth had
never met Larry Gibson.
“To learn about him, I
need to start with the
beginning of his life,” she
told me. There was a
large amount of
information about
Larry’s activist years
fighting mountaintop
removal, but sparse
information on his

childhood and early adult years. Marybeth reached
out to Larry’s sister, Becky Steinbrenner that
developed into a lovely friendship. Larry’s life story
began to take shape. The following May, Marybeth
immersed herself in the Kayford surroundings and
met some key persons. During months of exhaustive
researching documents, films, articles, and in
conducting interviews, Marybeth has seen how
much influential impact Larry Gibson has had on
people. His biography could influence people’s lives.
She began to write.

Suffice to say, Larry Gibson has changed
Marybeth’s life, too!

Larry Gibson’s
simple grave by his
cabin on Kayford
Mountain. His
work is now passed
on to the living.
(Marybeth
Lorbiecki in
photo)

Larry Gibson guided thousands to the edge of what
he called Hells Gate to see mountaintop mining in
operation. Inactive now, it is seriously degraded land.
Biographer Marybeth Lorbiecki in May 2019.

Becky Gibson Steinbrenner
Marybeth Lorbiecki

Green Turtle with
large neck tumor
on Hawaii beach
likely from toxic
exposure.

Marybeth
Lorbiecki and
Laura Dagley.
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Author’s Note byMarybeth Lorbiecki

Appalachia Uprising: How Larry Gibson & Friends Took On King Coal, Dirty Money & Climate Change

As historians and writers know, we choose somestories, and some stories choose us.
Larry’s story was not one I originally chose to

tell.

Before Larry died, he asked a few different
people to write his biography. Not because he was
an egoist, but because he wanted everyone to know
that no matter their backgrounds, they were
somebodies too. If he could stand up, so could they.
Several writers who knew him began the research,
but in the end, they passed on it. The story was just
too big—it wasn’t Larry’s alone. You could never
know Larry or the movement unless you also knew
where he came from and who backed and guided
and stood beside him--all those who courageously
committed themselves to the front lines despite the
violence, the sacrifices, and the struggles.

Larry’s friend Allen Johnson, director of
Christians for the Mountains, asked me to take on
Larry’s biography, I wanted to say no. Even though I
knew it was a darn good story, I’d never met Larry,
and I wasn’t fromWest Virginia. I wasn’t even from
Appalachia. Clearly an outsider, why would anyone
trust me? Most books on the area have offered an
incomplete or stereotypical view of the people here.

Appalachians have been the butt of jokes since
colonial times, dismissed, and exploited. They’ve
been depicted as unintelligent, lazy, and personally
to blame for all the area’s poverty and the social ills.
(Rarely if ever have these writers included the
debilitating effects of the coal industry’s
stranglehold on the economy and people and their
health.) I didn’t want be one more outsider to get it
wrong.

Even so, Allen encouraged me to call Larry’s
sister, Becky Gibson Steinbrenner. Her down-home
honesty and immediate warmth disarmed me. And
the stories she told were too compelling to miss. I
fell love with her and then nearly every one of
almost a hundred people I interviewed. I needn’t
have worried that they’d fall into any stereotypes. I
just had to try to step aside in the recounting of
their stories and let them live on the pages.

You’ll see. Their movement against taking
down the mountains is a civil rights story, a union
story, an environmental story-- a tale of revolution
and patriotism of a new sort. “We have to have an
uprising,” said Larry. “This isn’t an uprising that can
be bought with money, but one that’s coming from
the hearts of honest and hardworking people.”

And what did it achieve? Most Americans
haven’t heard of this uprising. Larry Gibson’s name
is not in the textbooks or bandied about the media.
In most histories or biographies, the wars are long
over. Readers already know whether the main
characters prevail and their triumphs can be listed.
The oppressors don’t win.

But the war in Appalachia isn’t over. The
struggles to save the mountains and stop the
pollution and climate change and corporate
domination and political corruption aren’t over.
They didn’t end with Larry’s death, so from the
outside, I struggled for a sense of the achievements
and outcomes.

Looking merely at data, coal consumption in
U.S. has declined from its peak in 2008 since the
1950s, and its export production from its peak in
2012. One has to believe that the massive amount
of work of the anti-MTR movement and all the
pressure and press in terms of movies, videos,
protests, lobbying, and so much more helped bring
down those numbers. Yet as of 2023, coal still
supplied 9% of US energy consumption and 11% of
production as of 2023. The mountains in West
Virginia and beyond still continue to be exploded
into nothing and quality of health and life in those
extraction zones along with it. I needed something
more than data.

In the early stage of the project, in fall 2019, I
got a glimpse of the lasting power of Larry Gibson
and the movement. I was in Washington DC. at a
conference, and a few of us were encouraged to
meet a cofounder of the Sunrise Movement, a group
I had not yet heard of. Twenty-eight-year Will
Lawrence sat near the coffee shop window with light
streaming at his back.

To readers: This is the current draft of her Author’s
Note that Marybeth Lorbiecki will be placing at the
front of her publishable biography of Larry
Gibson.It will be concise and paced well to appeal
to the general reader.

Lorbiecki has already drafted a well-researched
and lively-written 1140 page, two-volume narrative
with footnotes that will be donated toWest
Virginia University and other research institutions,
along with oral interviews that she recorded.

Due to limited space, Mountain Vision is not
printing the sixteen footnotes to Lorbiecki’s
Author’s Notes. This Author’s Notes with footnotes
will be on our website https://larrygibsonbio.com/
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Author’s Note (continued)

During introductions, Allen mentioned he was
fromWest Virginia. Instantly animated, Will piped
in, “I’ve been to West Virginia. I went there as part
of Mountain Justice.”

“Did you know Larry Gibson?” Allen asked.

“He changed my life,” Will beamed.
“He’s why I’m here.”

We were both taken aback. He shot forth vivid
energy about first seeing Kayford Mountain ruined
by mountaintop removal coal mining (MTR). “We
went to visit his mountain, and Larry said, ‘If I
show you my mountain and you don’t do
something, then I’ve wasted my time. You have to
go back and do something.’ So my friends and I
went back to Swarthmore and thought about it.” He
paused, then added, “We started the divestment
movement.’”

I was blown away. Will and friends had visited
Larry in the fall of 2010 and seen the ongoing
attack on Kayford mountain and the devastation
left in the wake of MTR. They met with the many
people in the surrounding communities sick from
the pollution. Within a few months, this small
group of Swarthmore College students petitioned
the administration to divest its endowments of any
coal and other fossil fuel companies. Through the
Student Environmental Action Coalition (SEAC),
Will and his companions asked other colleges and
university chapters to do the same, launching the
Fossil Free Divestment Movement.

The idea caught fire, spreading to the world at
large through 350.org to pressure banks, hospitals,
organizations, corporations, and personal
investment funds in the global Go Fossil Free
Campaign. The Global Catholic Climate Network
then followed suit urging the worldwide Catholic
network of hospitals, schools, parishes, and
parishioners working to divest. By 2014, the
University of Oxford proclaimed the fossil-free
drive the fastest growing divestment movement in
history.

That was not enough. After Will and these
Swarthmore students graduated, they asked
themselves, what else can we do? Still inspired by
Larry and their experiences in West Virginia, they
joined with other partners to launched Sunrise
Movement, dedicated “to stop climate change and
create millions of good jobs in the process.” Sunrise
chapters and organizing hubs spread across the
county. Each worked to steer the nation’s outlooks
away from “left” or “right” but into sustainable,
economically transformative paths with good
paying union jobs.

You can’t expect people and communities to
transition from fossil fuels if there are no jobs or
economic opportunities to transition to. As one
coal miner, Sean Hampton, explained:

“Any job will work and coal is all we have... It’s
like the guy who drives an SUV. He knows it’s a gas
guzzler, and he knows it’s bad, but you don’t just
pull the engine out and sit in your driveway because
you got to go to work Monday morning. So until
there’s a better way, this is all we have. But we’re
willing to listen“

The Sunrise team spent a year researching
opportunities and realities to formulate an
economically sound plan for the nation that would
good paying sustainable jobs that would be climate
and economically friendly. It was soon dubbed the
“Green New Deal” and endorsed by numerous
lawmakers and presidential hopefuls.

Will told us, “The Green New Deal
can be directly traced back to Larry and his
challenge.” Wow. I hadn’t been prepared for
this. (Since 2019, aspects of the plan have
been crafted into governmental policies
and implemented, though much remains.)

Will was just the first in a cavalcade of these
kinds of stories, of how Larry had changed their
lives and they, in turn, have changed others.

“I would bet that there are at least 10,000
people would say that to you, said Abraham
Mwaura, who worked alongside Larry with the
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition (OVEC) and
up at Kayford Mountain. “I went up there enough
times that I saw people's lives changed, right there,
like by leaps and bounds.”

Abe, himself, was among them. “Basically, he
somehow convinced me in the span of, you know,
half an hour, 45 minutes that I will indeed commit
the next five years of my life to fight mountaintop
removal.” After his five years, Abe then worked with
a union in Chicago and then to the World Health
Organization, fighting pollution in communities
around the world.

Within WV, Katy Lauer, another young adult
who worked daily with Larry and the Anti-MTR
Movement, has served as a leader or founder in
varied regional nonprofits (Appalachia Rising,
Alliance for Appalachia, WVMine Wars Museum
and March on Blair Mountain). Currently a Trainer
for Change, she is the co-architect of the West
Virginia Can’t Wait movement. It seeks give citizens
option beyond the traditional party systems of the
Republican or Democrat. “TheWealthy Good Old
Boys Club has controlled our state for far too long.
They don’t answer to working West Virginians.
Here’s how we replace them.”

West Virginia Can’t Wait sets up listening
sessions in everyday communities and contingency
groups to hear their concerns and their creative,
practical solutions, raising up and training citizens
to run for office and serve as elected officials. “We’re
building a grassroots movement to win in the
voting booth, train the next generation of West
Virginia organizers, and back the everyday folks
who are stepping up to lead where government is
failing.”

The effects of Larry’s personal witness and
challenge even extended to other nations, such as
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Germany, Kenya, and Ecuador, changing lives and
helping them change others in their countries.

Mary Anne Hitt, another long-time friend of
Larry’s and the director of the Sierra Club’s Beyond
Coal Campaign at the time, agreed about Larry’s
recruitment power:

“He may have singlehandedly
brought more people to this work
than any other person I have ever
known.... and when the path to
victory seemed like it was blocked
by a giant boulder, Larry would just
roll up his sleeves and figure out a
way around it. And when the
energy of some of us began to flag,
Larry just kept bringing in new
people, new blood, new energy to
this movement... He’s going to be
carried in the souls of thousands of
us who are going to keep working
every day to end mountaintop
removal, heal Appalachia, and
move America to clean energy.”

How did Larry and his friends do it??

That is the heart of this story—filled with all
the drama, twists and turns and encounters with
death as in any compelling novel but with the
grittiness of real life. Larry’s tale exemplifies both
the social obstacles and all the inner strengths and
perseverance of the mountaineers.

Janet Keating, a director at OVEC who played
a key role in helping Larry in his journey of
empowerment, observed:

Larry both embraced and turned on its
head many of the Appalachian stereotypes.
What attracted attention to him was his
authenticity….Through his perseverance
and determination, he found himself
speaking with well-respected journalists
across the globe and at ivy-league

universities. He was fearless....Larry used
what others might consider weaknesses (his
Appalachianess) to draw attention to the
plight of the mountains and people caused
by the devastation of mountaintop
removal. By accepting and loving all of
himself, he became wholly who he was—
and that was an unlikely force for good.

I interviewed many of those who knew, loved,
and worked , they spoke of enduring great
sacrifices, violence, threats, and intimidation, as
well as experiencing soul-expanding joy, triumphs,
and comradery. I was in awe. I had never personally
witnessed or been part of such courage, creative
organizing, and grassroots dynamism.

Why did all these people join this movement
and stick with it through so many struggles?

Because it made them feel good to do good, to
be part of the birthing pains of bringing forth
something new and better that can transform
Appalachia and the world. They described the
intensity and aliveness of these days and shared
stories about the close friendships and fun they
experienced in the process. Larry worked hard to
keep people socially connected, setting up
gatherings to share food, music, and good times up
on Kayford Mountain. They lived with a deep sense
of shared purpose even when they’d disagree about
the many different ways to get there. Larry held
them together, their eyes aimed at their shared
mission. The struggle, relationships, and meaning
enriched their individual lives. It was all worth it!
And still is.

Molly Shea from Ohio, who once marched
with Larry, wrote of him:

Larry—and his fightin’ spirit—has always
kept me in awe over the power an
individual can wield. Larry stood taller
than any mountain I ever saw. . . . We have
not won this fight to stop mountaintop
removal or to build a just world where such

things don’t exist, but we are building
something stronger and better for the
future

Marybeth Lorbiecki, M. A., has been writing books
about the relations between people and people and
the land for over thirty years. Her first were award-
winning biographies for adults and children on the
land scientist and ethicist, Aldo Leopold (A Fierce
Green Fire: Aldo Leopold’s Life and Legacy; Of Things
Natural, Wild, and Free: Aldo Leopold’s Life andWork).
Her books have been awarded theWisconsin State
Historical Society Distinguished Book Award,
Minnesota Book Award for Biography, the John
Burrough’s Book of the Year for Young Readers, the
Living the Dream Award (won twice), and many
others. She has also explored the relationship
between Judeo-Christian Scripture and a creation
care ethic and researched and wrote Following St.
Francis: John Paul II’s Call for Ecological Action),
which explored Saint John Paul II’s teachings based
on Scripture and science on the 12 key ecological
issues facing the planet. Her full list of books can be
found at www.marybethlorbiecki.com .

Lorbiecki’s books for children tackle difficult topics in
compelling, engaging ways, including Sister Anne’s
Hands, Jackie’s Bat, Planet Patrol: A Kids Guide to
Earth Care, Paul Bunyan’s Sweetheart, Prairie Dogs,
and many others. Working with composer Owen
Olson, Lorbiecki has transformed Paul Bunyan’s
Sweetheart into a musical with versions with children
and adults—Lucette: A Lively Tale of Lumberjacks,
Trees & Paul Bunyan.

Lorbiecki first visited Appalachia as a college student,
volunteering for a term in Eastern Kentucky, living
with a widow in a coal holler and assisting at a
domestic abuse shelter. In this biography and
movement history, she has conducted over a
hundred interviews with family members, friends,
and colleagues of Larry Gibson.
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Upcoming for The Mountain Vision
CFTM is planning its twenty-first edition for earlyWinter, 2024 as our
schedule permits. Please let us know if your friends would like a sample
copy.

All back issues are free at our website. https://
christiansforthemountains.org/the-mountain-vision-newspaper/

We invite you to send your own personal stories of your conversions
to “Kingdom of God” life with emphasis on
environmental justice.

MountainVision is an outreach ministry of Christians
For The Mountains.Copies are sent free of charge to
advocates for God’s “will to be done, on earth as it is
in heaven” (Mt. 6:10).

The Lord says, “Forget
what happened before,
and do not think about

the past.

Look at the new thing I
am going to do.
It is already happening.

Don’t you see it?
I will make a road in the desert
and rivers in the dry land.

Even the wild animals will be thankful to me—
the wild dogs and owls.

They will honor me when I put water in the desert
and rivers in the dry land

to give water to my people, the ones I chose.

The people I made
will sing songs to praise me.

Isaiah 43: 18-21, NCV

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Hymn by Walter Smith (verses 1, 3)

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, Thy great Name we praise.

To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small;
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all;
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
And wither and perish—but naught changethThee.

TheyWill BeatTheir Swords Into Plowshares

Now it will come about that In the last days
The mountain of the house of the Lord
Will be established as the chief of the mountains,
And will be raised above the hills;
And all the nations will stream to it.
And many peoples will come and say,
“Come, let’s go up to the mountain of the Lord,
To the house of the God of Jacob;
So that He may teach us about His ways,
And that we may walk in His paths.”
For the law will go out from Zion
And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
And He will judge between the nations,
And will mediate for many peoples;
And they will beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning knives.
Nation will not lift up a sword against nation,
And never again will they learn war.

Isaiah 2:2-4( NASB)

AHope-filled Future
is a Precious Gift
to Children

“Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow...” ---Jesus

Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of
Hosts The whole earth is

full of His
Glory!!! ---Isaiah
6:3

Behold! The Holy Grail is found,
Found in each poppy’s cup of gold;

And God walks with us as of old,
Behold! The buring bush still burns

For man, whichever way he turns;
And all God’s earth is holy ground.

Dawn at San Diego Joaquin Miller (1839-1913)

Love is like a beautiful Flower
which I may not touch,

but whose fragrance makes the garden
a place of delight just the same.

Helen Keller (1880-1964)


