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and Bverything init.”

(Psalm 24:1}

Reflection

The heavens keep telling the wonders
of God, and the skies declare what
(God has done. (Psalm 19:1)

Those of you who are reading this
issue are likely to be people who are
in awe of God’s creation. The uni-
verse is phenomenal in scale, com-
plexity, and physical laws that gov-
ern.

Life on planet Earth as we know it is
contingent on our distance from the
sun; earth’s tilt and 24-hour rotation;
moon’s gravity pull on ocean tides;
the process of plant photosynthesis
that uses sunlight, water, and carbon
dioxide to create useable oxygen for
animal life, and much more.

Creation is beautiful. Humans have
the capacity to behold beauty with
all our senses of sight, sound, touch,

smell, taste. Music delights. Scenery
awes. And conversely, pollution and
desecration is appalling to our
senses.

As sentient humans, we ponder our
own existence and purpose. In his
last novel, “Brothers Karamazov,”
Fyodor Dostoevsky creates a dia-
logue between a priest and a suffer-
ing woman wanting proof that a lov-
ing personal God exists. The priest
responds that although he can offer
no proof ot God, there is a way to be
convinced. Activate love. Love your
neighbor. Love all those you en-
counter. Love as Jesus taught us. Be-
gin to love this way, and you will be
convinced ot God.

The greatest wonder is that Creator
God loves us, and enjoins us to
tellowship with humanity and all
creation. 'This is the good news of
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Wonder

This Issue

Carbon dioxide is critical to life. Cal DeWitt
writes a primer on God’s gift CO2.

Clean renewable solar power can be be more
affordable for church congregations, as Janet
Keating writes.

Frances Lamberts shares one of her many
writings, this time on arthropod intelligence.

Learn about the organization, Earth Day.

Highlights of an annual national
prayer breakfast involved
numerous organizational leaders.

Dogwood Alliance advocates for
southern forests.

We include highlights of Christians
For The Mountains. See our
website for much more.

“Creation Speaks” is a devotional
guide that we review and endorse.

Poems, quotes, memorial tributes.

cheistians For The Mountains
CFTM]} is one of 13 programs of
orld Stewardship Institute
WEI], a 501 -¢-3 nonprofit
orporation at 3840 Finley Avenue,]
uilding 33, Suite 202 (PO, Box
348}, Santa Rosa, California
5407.
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The Grain of Sand  ---Allen Johnson, Editor.

Cape Hatteras National Seashore along North Carolinas Outer Banks has long been a favorite mini-vacation for
pur family. On a sunny, autumn afternoon we parked our car off to the side of Rt 12, then clambered across
sandy dunes onto a beach, Ocean waves crested then foamed onto the waterline. The uninhabited shoreline
strefched north and south as fr as 1 eould see, | nestled my bedy into sun-warmed samnd

| picked up a pinch of sand, then dribbled it down to one tiny grain on my finger. 1 recalled reading that
scieniists estimate there are as many numbers of sars in the universe as numbers of grans of sand i all the
combined beaches and deserts in the world. [ looked up at the immensity of sand stretching miles before my
cyes. What I beheld was just a tiny fraction of the beaches and deserts on Earth. And of course, sand is densely
packed, while stars are separated from one another by light-vear distances. [ pretended the sand grain in my
hand was our Sun, Yet for size comparison, if our Sun was the size of an orange, Earth would be the size of a
arain of sl

My mind buckled Could I believe in a God who created and manages such a vast, billions-light-vears'- distance

universe? A God who also knows vou and me, loves yvou and me, sacrificed for you and me? That was what my
religious doctrine taught. But did T believe, really believe in such a God?

Far a long time, T looked at that tiny grain of sand on my fingertip. T looked up and down the long stretch of
sandy beach comprised of piled up individual sand particles. My mind stalled,

Then. Unfolding as a light breeze in the depths of my being. a response came confident and assuring. “Yes,
Allen, Godd is. God did create this unfathomable Universe. God is in control. God does know you and lowves you
passionately, God loves this Earth and its inhabitants, God is working things oat, It s all good”

| watched the waves roll in. A seagull flew by. The sun was warm, the fresh wind salt-seasoned. My heart
smiled. Peace.

Wind picked up, blowing that grain of sand out of my finger. Sky overhead began to cloud. 1 got up from the
sand. My wife joined her hands with mine. We waded out into the waves. Together.
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CFTM Welcomes Your Support

What is Christians For The Mountains (CFTM)?

Christians For The Mountains core mission to honor the truth of Psalm 24:1.
“The Earth and all it contains belongs to God.

Christians For The Mountains (CFTM) is a network of persons advocating that
Christians and their churches recognize their God-given responsibility to live
compatibly, sustainably, and gratefully joyous upon this God’s earth. CFTM is
nondenominational and non-partisan. CFTM takes a critical prophetic stance to
advocate for justice, righteousness, and peace for the land and its inhabitants.
CFTM seeks to be respectful to all voices seeking truth. The central Appalachian
region is our geographical focus as a springboard to national and global issues.

On a weekend in May 2005, about two dozen Christians known as environmental
leaders met in Charleston, West Virginia for prayerful deliberation on how to
engage our faith with serious ecological challenges in Appalachia. CFTM birthed.

CFTM developed the Mountain Mourning DVD toolkit. CFTM builds trusted
relationships to serve numerous organizations and persons in their good efforts.

CFTM alongside with our various partners has successfully engaged numerous
issues, and continues to do so. Visit our website Mountain Vision archive.

How Is CFTM Setup?

CFTM is one of 15 programs of World Stewardship Institute (WSI), a 501-c-3
nonprofit corporation at 3840 Finley Avenue, Building 33, Suite 202 (P.O. Box
7348), Santa Rosa, California 95407. Telephone 707-573-3160. Website is
https:ecostewards.org. Contact is Frederick Krueger.

Each program partner has a seat on the Board of Directors of WSI. WSI is
registered as a nonprofit in California and also in West Virginia. WSI does annual
internal auditing of all accounts. WSI programs adhere to its mission as an
international organization dedicated to cooperative problem-solving, linking
business, science, and faith communities in the cultivation of environmental
stewardship. Each WSI program is responsible for its own operations.

CFTM is guided by a Steering Committee of experienced Christian
environmental leaders and a Coordinator (see page 2, or website). Each serves as
an unpaid volunteer. Our finances are handled by Dr. Robert Marshall, who also is
longstanding treasurer of the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy.

CFTM personally acknowledges every contribution as well as correspondence.
CFTM reverences each donation as a prayerful trust. CFTM is frugal in our own
expenditures yet generous in our serving causes.

ONLINE DOMATIONS ARE WELCOME at www.christiansforthemountains.org/

Invitation to Join Together With Us

Name

Address Individual Family Org
Senior 515

City State Zip Student 315 ) _
Regular $25 $35 550

: - : Associate 550 575 %100

Phone Email Patron 100 S150 S200
Sponsor 5500 2700 51000

Organization/S5chool(s) _ 4

We welcome any other information you would like to share

[such as your Gaith; experience; skills: special inberests; ebc.,use separate sheet)

Mountain Mourning Collection DVD
Write us or Circle “Yes" here for a copy:

Mail to: Christians For The Mountains 12664 Frost Road, Dunmore, WV 24934

[Mote: This form is not necessary. We welcome pertinent info. Our web online form is also available. )

CFTM has 507(cl3 nonproft tax exempt status through a partnership with World Stewardship Institute. PO. Box 7348,
[3840 Finley Ave., Bldg. 33, Ste. 203] Santa Rosa, California 95407 Contact is Fred Kroeger. Telephone 707-573-3161.

Your donations are tax deductible.
Thank you for prayer support.

st Esnsadani kA RarRAaRddddanEpEEsEaRAAdabd
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Carbon’s Invitation to Wonder
By Calvin DeWitt

“The heavens declare the glory of God.”

With this proclamation David opens Psalm 19, which “celebrates the glory of God
as manifested in his works” and “the knowledge of God which shines forth more
clearly in his word,” as John Calvin says in his commentary. There is no doubt that
this proclamation “includes by synecdoche the whole fabric of the world” Within
this fabric is the Element Carbon, known in part across the disciplines, yet
unknown broadly as Gift. Here I describe seven facets of this gift including its
being the principal thermostat of Our Common Home.

Seven Facets of Carbon

1. Carbon dioxide is ubiquitous and persistently accessible to plants
everywhere.

Carbon’s accessibility on Earth has an unbroken history and held at an atmospheric
concentration of 2.8 hundredths of one percent (280 parts per million) for 10,000
years. Its consistent omnipresence as a noncondensing and noncombustible
atmospheric gas are essential to life, moment by moment. This extends into the
waters where its high solubility and reversibly forming bicarbonate maintains a
steep air-to-water gradient that drives it into natural waters everywhere.

2. Carbon dioxide is the exclusive source of life’s structural & respiratory
carbon, making it uniquely fit for all living things.

Already in 1909, we knew carbon as “in some sense the basal material or the
fundamental food of the organic kingdom.'Sunlit green plants assimilate it by
photosynthesis while below the oceanic photic zone organisms assimilate it by
chemosynthesis —thus effectuating construction and energizing life. Carbon’s
single, double, and triple bonds interlink, forming molecular backbones and

skeletons that support carbon-based life. Tts dioxide, CO2 and its
bicarbonate exclusively provide carbon for life’s structural
architecture and are uniquely fit for empowering life.

3. Carbon dioxide buffers the oceans, keeping them close to neutrality.

“The most striking of all the ocean’s qualities is its constancy, wrote Lawrence
Henderson, in The Fitness of the Environment in 1913. At its center is
the bicarbonate-buffer system that keeps ocean pH slightly alkaline—depicted in
the reversible equation:

CO2 + H20 <===> H2CO3 <===> H+ + HCO3
water carbonic acid bicarbonate ion

carbon dioxide hydrogen ion

where CO2 reacts with water to form hydrogen and bicarbonate ions via carbonic
acid. Addition of acids or bases shifts this reversible reaction, maintaining a
hydrogen concentration near neutral (pH about 8.1). This provides “a lodgment for
life” wrote Henderson, who pronounced, “No philosopher’s or poet’s fancy, no
myth of a primitive people has ever exaggerated the importance, the usefulness,
and above all the marvelous beneficence of the ocean for the community of living
things.

4. Carbon dioxide controls the pH of the blood.

As carbon is key to regulation of ocean pH, so also for blood pH, keeping it near
neutral (about 7.4) by this bicarbonate-buffer system. Described by Henderson,’
CO2 is exchanged with blood via lungs, gills, and moist skin—while bicarbonate
ions formed by this buffer are excreted by gills or kidneys. When acids or bases are
added, pH remains nearly constant, being buffered. Amazed at this system and the
solvent power of water in the ocean and blood, Henderson declared these “two of
the great factors of the geological and biological history of the earth”
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5. Carbon dioxide and water vapor selectively absorb Earth’s outgoing
radiation, retaining heat that makes Earth habitable.

My University of Wisconsin colleague, Verner Suomi, built radiometers for Earth-
orbiting satellites, measuring outgoing radiation from the top of Earth’s
atmosphere (TOA) at 240 watts per square meter (w/m?), equivalent to a very
cold TOA at -18 deg C (-0.4 deg F).* Yet, Earth’s surface is about 33 C degrees
warmer, at about 15deg C (59 deg F)— equivalent to outgoing radiation of 390 w/
m? —150 w/m? less than the TOA.> Why this difference of 33 Celsius degrees and
240 watts per square meter? Earth’s atmosphere.

In 1896, Swedish scientist, Svante Arrhenius, wrote: “The selective absorption of
the atmosphere is...not exerted by the chief mass of the air, but in a high degree
by aqueous vapor and carbonic acid [carbon dioxide], which are in the air in
small quantities.” And, “The influence of this absorption is comparatively small
on the heat from the sun, but must be of great importance in the transmission of
rays from the earth” These two gases are the principal absorbers of these
“outgoing rays” making Earth nearly 60 Fahrenheit (33 Celsius) degrees warmer
than otherwise.

6. Carbon dioxide is the principal thermostatic controller of Earth’s
temperature.

The two major IR-active gases are carbon dioxide and water vapor, but have very
different properties, well summarized by NASA scientists at the Goddard Space
Flight Center in 2010 in the journal Science, with the telling title, “Atmospheric
CO2: Principal Control Knob governing Earth’s temperature” They showed that
removal of all carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, makes water vapor the only
major greenhouse gas, but it condenses every time it cools, forming water and ice,
decreasing toward zero over about 50 years. While it must be warmer to change to
vapor, without CO2, it is continuing to cool, forming what Goddard scientists

call snowball Earth. But putting CO2 back provides the needed warming for water
once again to vaporize, meaning that CO?2 is the thermostat and water vapor a
very strong amplifier. In other words, the thermostat doesn't only help heat the
house, but sets the conditions for the regulating its temperature. This occurs
because for every 10-degree C fall in temperature, the capacity of the atmosphere
to hold water vapor is reduced, by about half, moving near zero at 32 deg F (0 deg
C). Putting CO2 back returns the thermostat into service.

What happens if we increase carbon dioxide above 280 ppm? As we now turn up
the thermostat above what it has been for 10,000 years, the atmosphere warms,
and its water-holding capacity doubles with every 10-degree rise in temperature
(increasing 7 per cent for every Celsius degree increase (1.8 F degrees). In this, it
holds more water and can precipitate more. As water vapor condenses in the
atmosphere; carbon dioxide does not and the interplay between this condensing
gas and non-condensing gas has kept Earth’s thermostat at 280 ppm during the
past 10,000 years with great benefit to human civilization.

The Mountain Vision

Carbon’s Invitation to Wonder

Fall 2023 Page 5

(Continued from page 4)

7. Carbon dioxide effectuates stellar triple-alpha fusion in providing carbon
for all of life.

At the beginning of every thing, hydrogen, helium, and some lithium were created.
Pure energy was turned into matter. But no carbon was present. Harvard
astronomer, Owen Gingerich describes how this challenged British astronomer
Fred Hoyle to announced “Since we are surrounded by carbon in the natural
world and are ourselves carbon-based life, the stars must have discovered a highly
effective way of making it, and I am going to look for it” He made a prediction
and asked physicist Willy Fowler to test it at the Cal Tech accelerator. And “there
it was. Not only was it there, but at precisely the right energy level. Four percent
lower, and there would be essentially no carbon.”

In stars called red giants at 100 million degrees Kelvin, two Helium4 nuclei, also
called alpha particles, fuse to form Beryllium8 and at a precise energy level fuse
with a third Hellium4 nucleus to form Carbon12. This “triple-alpha process” is
the origin of the carbon that enables all life of Earth.*Way before Earth was
formed—this process began producing Carbon— thereby effectuating (making
serviceable) life on Earth, including the six facets summarized above.

Responding to Carbon’s Invitation

All seven facets of carbon and its dioxide—as we behold them—reflect the
integrative beauty of a remarkable chemical element. They make us think of our
Star, the Sun, whose radiation empowers Earth and its life and praise the Son by
whom all things were made. Carbon’s invitation is lively and pervasive, reflecting
its remarkable support of life, compelling us to conserve and to keep its service to
Our Common Home, imaging God’s gift and bountiful care.

Footnotes

1. Chamberlin, Thomas C. and Rollin D. Salisbury, 1909. Geology. New York: Henry Holt & Co., p. 639.

2. Henderson, Lawrence J. 1913. The Fitness of the Environment: An Inquiry into the Biological
Significance of the Properties of Matter. New York: Macmillan Company, New York, 1913, 190

3. Henderson, L. J. 1928. Blood: A Study in General Physiology. New Haven: Yale University Press.
4. Computed by the Stefan-Boltzmann Law

5. Vonder Haar, Thomas H. and Verner E. Suomi. 1971. Measurements of the Earth’s Radiation Budget
from Satellites during a Five-Year Period. Part |: Extended Time and Space Means. J. Atmospheric
Sciences 28(3):306-314. (0.34 cal cm-2 min -1 in Table 2, converted to 237.32 watts per square
meter.)

6. Arrhenius, S. 1896. On the Influence of Carbonic Acid in the Air Upon the Temperature of the
Earth. Philosophical Magazine 41: 237-276.

7. Gingerich, Owen. 2014. Do the Heavens Declare the Glory of God” Perspectives on Science and
Christian Faith 65(2):113-117, 115.

8. Burbridge, E. Margaret, G. R. Burbridge, William A. Fowler, and Fred Hoyle. 1957. Synthesis of the
Elements in Stars. Reviews of Modern Physics 29(4):547-654, 550.

1 Calvin DeWitt is Calvin B. DeWitt is a Professor Emeritus in the
Nelson Institute at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and
President Emeritus of Au Sable Institute of Environmental Studies.
He is an environmental scientist, theologian, and author of Earth-
Wise: A Biblical Response to Environmental Issues. Dr. DeWitt
maintains that, as Christians, we are responsible for the
consequences of our actions and the impact they have on our environment.

In his email to the Mountain Vision, Cal DeWitt wrote, “Here is “Carbon's Invitation
to Wonder' for you. | hold the copyright to this and you may use this material as you
wish!” We are grateful for his kind gesture to our readers.
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by Janet Keating

“The earth is the Lords, and everything in it, the world,
and all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1).

Our stewardship charge

Christians and other faith traditions are called
by God to care for our planet and all people.
Living during this time of increasingly severe
weather due to climate change, we are witnessing
thousands of people in our country, state, and
tens of thousands more across the globe, suffer
incalculable losses and die because of extreme
flooding, wildfires, hurricanes, and tornadoes.

Recently Pope Francis issued Ladate Deum,
reminding Catholics (and really, all people,
especially political leaders) that we have fallen
short when it comes to stemming the tide against
climate change which has devastating impacts on
the poor and the earth.

Pope Francis states:

“Eight years have passed since I
published the Encyclical Letter Laudato
Si’, when I wanted to share with all of
you, my brothers and sisters of our
suffering planet, my heartfelt concerns
about the care of our common home. Yet,
with the passage of time, I have realized
that our responses have not been
adequate, while the world in which we
live is collapsing and may be nearing the
breaking point. In addition to this
possibility, it is indubitable that the
impact of climate change will
increasingly prejudice the lives and
families of many persons. We will feel its
effects in the areas of healthcare, sources
of employment, access to resources,
housing, forced migrations, etc.”

Pope Francis specifically takes aim at citizens of
richer countries and the “irresponsible lifestyle”
of the developed world, including the US.

Pragmatic solution

Churches can become leaders in a positive shift
to both mitigate harm and adapt to current
extreme climate events with an available
technology—by installing renewable energy

microgrids at their facilities.

During climate emergencies, thousands or even
millions of homes lose power, endangering the
health and safety of our most vulnerable
populations—poor, elderly, unhoused, and
especially those who are ill and require
refrigeration for medicines or electric-powered
equipment, such as oxygen concentrators or
CPAP machine. This loss of power can be life-
threatening, but it doesn’t have to be this way.

And the King shall answer and say unto them, “Verily I
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of

the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”
(Matthew 25: 40)

Microgrids not only can use the wind or sun’s
clean, renewable energy, but also may help save
money on power bills. This distributed
renewable energy technology holds the promise
of social equity where the benefits extend beyond
the church (as “home base”) to neighbors and the
community, especially our most vulnerable
populations.

Christians and other faith leaders can take
practical steps toward healing our planet while at
the same time protecting its people by installing a
renewable energy microgrid or resilience hub at
their church or mission project.

How microgrids work

As an important innovation and local power
source, renewable energy microgrids are self-
sufficient energy systems that commonly use
solar panels and battery storage to produce
energy and keep the power on especially during
any power outage. A microgrid can be attached
to the traditional power grid or can “island off”
during a power outage, becoming a local source
of power where people can shelter, have a meal,
charge their cell phone, store medicine, etc.

During extreme heat or cold, or during any
power outage, a church or its mission project
could serve as a cooling or warming center. It
can become a resilience hub to serve the needs of
people during any emergency whenever the
primary power grid has an outage.

Churches across the United States (and other
faith-based organizations) have an opportunity to
band together to work towards developing
renewable energy microgrids at their facilities
increasing community resilience and mitigating
further climate destruction that would result
from burning fossil fuel during disaster recovery.

What about project funding?

With the passage of the federal Inflation
Reduction Act, an unprecedented amount of
federal funds are available to help churches and
other non-profits transition to renewable energy,
and create new jobs for miners, veterans, etc.,
during a much needed clean energy transition.

One specific program available to churches and
other faith-based project is called “direct pay” or
“elective pay” Take a look at RMI’s fact sheet in
this issue of the Mountain Vision (page 7) for
more information about how faith groups, their
projects and other non-profits can take advantage
of the unprecedented federal funding made
available from the Inflation Reduction Act.

|Creatively Placed Solar Panels christianity Today: Contributor / Getty ‘

Janet Keating is one of the
original co-founders of
Christians For The Mountains in
2005. Janet retired several years
ago as Director of the Ohio
Valley Environmental Coalition.
She lives on a small farm east of
Huntington, WV. She is an avid,
skillful birdwatcher. Janet continues to volunteer
her expertise and wisdom to initiatives such as
Energy Microgrid development such as described
n the next page.
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Earthspark, Int., 93 kW microgrid serves 2000 people in Haiti

Who we are:

RMI is an independent non-profit working to transform the global energy sys-
tem to secure a clean, prosperous, zero-carbon future for all. RMI has a long history of
working with non-profits, utilities, regulators, and other stakeholders to help develop
clean energy.

RMI is eager to support the scaled deployment of clean, distributed, cost effec-
tive energy solutions including solar plus battery storage microgrids. Microgrids allow
the generation, storage, and use of electricity at a specific site.

Background on federal funding programs:

New elective pay tax credits in the Inflation Reduction Act tremendously in-
creased clean energy funding available for non-profits. Non-profits, including churches,
that are not required to pay taxes, are now eligible to claim tax credits directly and fully.
This means they can avoid the previous logistical and financial tradeoffs that came with
having to partner with external entities that had tax liability. Today, faith-based non-
profits can use the Investment Tax Credit (ITC) to cover 30-60% of the total cost to in-
stall a solar plus storage microgrid.

Starting with the 30% base credit (assuming requirements are met), non-profits
could achieve three more 10% bonuses, depending on their specific conditions: if the fa-
cility is in a Treasury-defined energy community, meaning that the community is or was
sited near fossil fuel industries, if the facility is in a designated low-income census tract
(note: this is a competitive process, and will likely be oversubscribed), and if the project
will use American-made materials. Non-profits could increase their resiliency in grid
outages and add valuable assets, all with tax credits covering a sizable portion of the total
cost. Since successful financing depends on these credits’ applicability and additional fac-
tors like the timing of funding options, RMI is eager to help non-profits navigate these
federal programs for clean energy development either directly or in coordination with
partners.

Our objectives:

While there is useful online guidance on the new tax credit opportunities for solar and
battery projects at a high level, non-profits may still have trouble determining how a solar
plus storage microgrid could impact their own facility. We are eager to bridge the divide
between broad federal programs and local leaders balancing multiple priorities—includ-

Collaborate with RMI to Support Microgrid Development

M\RMI

ing an interest in renewable, reliable energy—to help them take advantage o

this funding opportunity and further support their communities.

The RMI team has previously supported five Puerto Rican facili-
ties—including a pharmacy, supermarkets, and non-profits—to add a solar
plus storage microgrid to increase their resilience in grid outages and natu-
ral disasters and transition to clean electricity. The systems were designed for
these facilities to achieve monthly and long-term financial savings on their
i electricity costs with the goal of the new microgrid system reducing costs
relative to their previous electric utility bills. We want to apply this knowl-
edge to help more non-profits determine if microgrids are a viable and valu-
able financial investments for them, too. But first, it will be important to an-
swer the following questions:

How do monthly and project lifetime costs compare between paying the
utility bill as usual vs. adding a solar and storage microgrid financed by
elective pay tax credits and other funding options?

How can a microgrid help your facility, both during power outages and
business as usual?

This collaboration will directly benefit our non-profit partners, as described below, and
together we can help inform the ~1.5 million U.S. non-profits and other tax-exempt orga-
nizations also positioned to take advantage of unprecedented clean energy funding. We
anticipate identifying common opportunities and obstacles across the projects’ geogra-
phies and facility types that will inform future collaboration (like with utilities, state util-
ity regulators and legislators) to accelerate U.S. microgrid adoption.

How we could support your organization:

We are excited to support your renewable energy goals to improve reliability in out-
ages and potentially provide additional services to your community, like a community re-
silience hub. We would complete an analysis and share the following information with
you:

1. A recommended microgrid size (solar panels and battery storage) for your fa-
cility that could be shared with a engineering, procurement, and construction
contractor in your area

2. Recommended options for financing packages and an understanding of the fi-
nancial costs and potential savings, both monthly and long-term

3. Support to navigate federal funding programs, including their timing, applica-
bility in your area competitiveness, and connection to subject matter experts if
helpful (i.e. accounting experts)

4. Suggestions for beneficial energy efficiency improvements for your facility

5. Guidance on best practices to procure solar panels, batteries, and other micro-
grid equipment

The cost of the work above is funded by RMI supporters eager to support community led
microgrid deployment.

(Continued bottom of page 8)
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The Unfounded Intelligence of Animals

Arecent Spiegel issue carried an article
titled “The Lord of the bees” It
describes the insights gained by a British
professor, Lars Chittka of London’s Queen
Mary University, following some thirty
years of research about intelligent behavior
among animals, especially social insects like
the bees.

Several years ago, as I indicated in an earlier column,
the Science Journal had reported on a brilliant African
American scientist, Charles H. Turner, whose decades-
long similar research on mental abilities of various
animals, in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, was
“forgotten for all the wrong reasons.”

Chittka notes bees to have different personalities as
demonstrated in their foraging flights: while some
always head efficiently and directly to the same flowers
in bloom, others loiter and detour on the fly route,
visiting different flowers for the nectar or pollen
sought. His experiments reveal bees being able to
count and recognize human faces. They show memory
of danger situations experienced earlier on a flower
and inspect it carefully before landing on it. They use
tools, learning to pull out by an attached string a

(Continued from page 7, RMI Microgrid)

What you would provide to us:

A copy of the full, itemized monthly utility bills for the last 12 months
Your facility roof area that’s available for solar panels and your roof slope (flat or an-

gle of tilt)

Approximately 1 hour with you and your team to discuss your energy system during

a short call, including:

Key inputs including facility characteristics, any critical appliances needed
in power outages, and opportunities for energy efficiency (to reduce re-

quired solar panel and battery size).

We will use this information to calculate the optimal microgrid system size to
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sugar-water reward
disk placed under
plexiglass in the lab,
and bees watching this
problem-solving trick
learn it soon, also.

Dr. Turner, with
academic degrees in
animal anatomy and
zoology, explored through rigorous research an idea
espoused by Charles Darwin: that animal behavior,
not determined by instinct alone might also might be
grounded on mental abilities similar in kind to our
own as they navigate their world and solve problems
in their encounters of it.

Thus, Turner found variation in web-building by
spiders, in accord with their perception of available
space or the ease of capturing prey, noting the
behavior as example of intelligent action. Like Chittka
now, he documented bees and wasps to display a
memory for landmarks and described an ant, which
found itself placed by him “on a small island (even
trying to) assemble a bridge to the ‘mainland’ using
three different materials”

ples and are not actuals):
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by Frances Lamberts

He published many articles in scientific journals on
his trailblazing research work, for which, however, he
received little credit in social life. He was denied a
faculty spot at major American universities and
confined to teaching at a high school for African
American children. He reportedly “died of neglect and
overwork” in 1923, at age 56.

Such knowledge gained by biological scientists about
animal characteristics similar in many ways to our
own, aid our efforts to halt the species-extinction
crisis, and maintain the irreplaceable ecosystem
services for which we depend on them.

From time to time, Frances

Lamberts sends The

' Mountain Vision editor a

letter with a copy of an

| accompanying article she has

written for local newspapers

‘ 1 near Jonesborough,
Tennessee. With her

permission, the Mountain

Vision has reprinted some of these articles on ecology,

nature, and related spiritual attunement.

Note: This article is modified from a version originally published in the Herald &

Tribune newspaper in Erwin, Tennessee.

percentages and system ratios. Please see the examples below (note: numbers are exam-

We would not share: “For a microgrid with 40 kWp of solar and 20 kWh of
storage, Specific Church would be paying $850 per month, including the loan
payment, operations and maintenance, insurance, and fixed fees to the utility,
assuming they get adders A and B. This is versus their $1000 average monthly
fee that they were paying to the utility”

Instead, we would share: “Assuming Church 1 in X state puts in a microgrid
with a 2:1 solar to battery ratio, they would see monthly savings of approxi-
mately 19% versus payments to the utility. This assumes using adders A and B,
and includes the loan payment, operations and maintenance, insurance, and

meet your needs in both regular operations and power outages, plus the best financial
package to pay for the system. Our analysis would also estimate if a microgrid could re-
duce your monthly electricity costs relative to your current utility bill, considering as-
pects like the utility rate structure, cost of equipment, interest rates, and other inputs.

What information we would share externally:

We will not share any specific financials, including current electricity payment
and costs with a microgrid, but would want to share indications of savings or increases in

fixed utility fees”

We are eager to highlight key takeaways from these projects so that other non-profits can
learn from your facility’s situation. If you prefer, we are happy to execute a non-disclosure
agreement confirming this arrangement.

Thank you for your partnership and collaboration!

Please contact: Michael Liebman - mliebman@rmi.org;
Zach Clayton - zclayton@rmi.org
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Quotes, Songs, Poems, and Prayers

I T
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Blest be the tie that binds

Our hearts in Christian love;

Trees
by Joyce Kilmer

I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
IAgainst the earth’s sweet flowing breast;

A tree that looks at God all day,
IAnd lifts her leafy arms to pray;

A tree that may in Summer wear
IA nest of robins in her hair;

[Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.

Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.

The fellowship of kindred
minds Is like to that above.

(John Fawcett, 1782)

On the edge of war, one foot already in,

I no longer pray for peace:
I pray for miracles.

I pray that all the "God talk"

will take bones,

and stand up and shed

its cloak of faithlessness,

and walk again in its powerful truth.

Reflections from Dean Ohiman

Just like the best counterfeits are those that come
Closest to the real thing, the most effective lies are
those that come closest to the truth.

Belief does not become faith until it becomes trust.

Does true humility mean coming to believe we are
worthless before our heavenly Father, or coming to
understand that we are priceless to Him?

Being affluent affords the Christian the luxury of
iving simply and giving much—not the right to live
in luxury and give little.

Christians often make the mistake of thinking that
because things can’t be made perfect on earth,
things can’t be made significantly better.

LOWVES HIS BROTHER ';'. -
LIVES I THIE BN T o
" 5 r
o o

I No Longer Pray for Peace
Poem by Ann Weems

I pray that stone hearts will turn

to tenderheartedness,

and evil intentions will turn

to mercifulness,

and all the soldiers already deployed
will be snatched out of harm's way,
and the whole world will be
astounded onto its knees.

its bread and its wine.

I no longer pray for peace:
I pray for miracles.

Reflections

[n our approach to the creation we need not only an atti-
fude of stewardship, we also need an attitude of contrite
ptewardship with a humble admission of the wrongs
committed for generations against our land, waters, and
htmosphere.

When we are surrounded almost entirely by things of
pur own making, we easily forget the things of God’s
making. From there it is only a small step to forget
God’s mandate to care for the things He has made.

[Dean Ohlman is an advocate for
Christian environmental ethics. He has
been a scriptwriter and TV producer for
the Our Daily Bread Ministries’ Day of
Discovery broadcast.

I pray that the whole world might
sit down together and share

Some say there is no hope,

but then I've always applauded the holy fools
who never seem to give up on

the scandalousness of our faith:

that we are loved by God......

that we can truly love one another.

Peace Prayer

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;

where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,

to be understood as to understand,

to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive,

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

i

O B L T e S TR NN
torgiveness. Peacemaking

doesn’t mean passivity., It is

the act of interrupring

e e
evildoer, the act of finding a
third Way that iz neither fl:,gﬁll
nor flight but the careful
arduous pursuit of
reconciliation and justice. 1t 1s
abour a revolution of Tove
that is big enough 1o set both
tl"H.‘ UFFFL‘?\-:"I-LH.I. .'ll'll'.] l]'l.l'.‘
oppressors free.

1

Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals
—Shane Claiborne



Christians For The Mountains

The Mountain Vision Fall 2023

Earth Day and the Faith Community

States when our rivers were on fire, our skies

were dark with pollution and many of our
waters were unsafe to drink. Originally conceived
of as an environmental teach-in by Senator
Gaylord Nelson, Earth Day expanded into a
massive movement that, on April 22, 1970,
brought 20 million Americans from all walks of
life out on to the streets to demand change from
our leaders.

Earth Day was born at a time in the United

Fast forward to 2023. The world faces a new set of
complex environmental challenges: species loss,
climate change, and explosion in plastic pollution
and concerns about the health implications of
microplastics and more. To take on these global
issues, Earth Day has grown into an international
movement and is celebrated by up to a billion
people in 192 countries around the world. The
mission of EARTHDAY.ORG (EDO), the global
organizer of Earth Day, is to diversify, educate,
and activate the environmental movement
worldwide.

To achieve our mission, EDO works with over
150,000 partners around the globe. Since the very first
Earth Day, the faith community - religious and
spiritual leaders, congregations, and individuals of
faith — have been active and dedicated partners in the
movement. The National Council of Churches, for
example, encouraged church leadership to devote the
Sunday before Earth Day to the environment. Our
partnerships now include multiple faith traditions
from the Black Baptists to the Sikhs to the
Evangelicals and the scope of our work together
includes a wide variety of activities to drive
environmental change.

In India our EDO team worked with the authorities
at the Golden Temple (the foremost spiritual site of
the Sikh religion) about considering becoming plastic
free and within days faith leaders there had banned
single use plastic use within the precincts of the
Golden Temple. The same EDO team also produced
guidance on how to celebrate the major Hindu festival
of Diwali without using polluting firecrackers. The air
can be thick with smog afterwards - causing asthma
attacks, bronchitis, allergy symptoms and additional
negative impacts on human health and wildlife.
Promoting a ‘Green Diwali’ was a way to offer
solutions.

At sunrise on Earth Day, April 22 2023, EDO joined indigenous Hawaiian spiritual
leaders for an E Ala U ceremony on the east-facing shore of Oahu, HI. E Ala U
sunrise ceremonies are held to align oneself with their natural & cultural
heritage, purifying participants so they are free to make a positive social &
environmental impact in the day to come. Other participants in the pictured
event included leadership from EDO partner Kanu Hawaii, as well as Palauan

President Surangel Whipps Jr. and his nation's top environmental experts.

EDO leadership has met on several occasions with
His Holiness Pope Francis, the head of the Catholic
Church, and other representatives of the Vatican.
Earth Day messages from Pope Francis have been
shared at Earth Day on the National Mall and our
virtual Earth Day reaching millions around the world.
In 2015 when Pope Francis visited Washington to
address Congress on Capitol Hill, EDO helped
coordinate the Moral Action on Climate Rally to show
support for the Pope’s call for urgent action on
climate, economic and immigrant justice. The event
featured many prominent faith leaders including
Reverend William Barber II, representatives of the
Young Evangelicals for Climate, and more.

Also, in 2015 Interfaith Power & Light (IFPL), a non-
profit representing 18,000 congregations in 40 states
around the country, announced a 100,000-ton carbon
reduction ~ commitment in  support  of
EARTHDAY.ORG Billion Acts of Green Campaign.
IFPL called on congregations and individuals across
the US to commit to reducing their carbon pollution
50 percent by 2030 and going carbon neutral by 2050.

In 2020 EDO partnered with the Buddhist Tzu Chi
Foundation to host a global dialogue, “Honoring
Tradition Keepers & Change Agents as Earth Day
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By Susan Bass

Turns 50”. The digital dialogue reachec
over 350 participants and includec
speakers from the World Council o
Churches and the United Nation:
Environment Programme, among others

In 2020 the first ever Faith Call tc
Climate Justice Web Summit was hostec
with lead organizations the Alabam:
People's Justice Council, Greenfaith, anc
the Parliament of the World’s Religion:
along with environmental justice leaders
students, and grassroots organizers, tc
successfully offer three days of climate
justice programming from a faith
perspective to thousands of viewers.

The EDO team has been a long-time
participant in, and supporter of the
National Prayer Breakfasts and White
House and Congressional briefing:
organized by the National Religiou:
Coalition on Creation Care, including
hosting Earth Day on the Hill in 2007.

Our theme for Earth Day 2024 is Planet v. Plastic:
and EDO is once again looking to partner with the
faith community because we know partnering witl
this community gets results. Plans for the following
activities with the faith community are already
underway:

Global Earth Day Prayer event: For Earth Day 2023
EDO organized a global prayer event with faitl
organizations around the world holding Earth Day
ceremonies at sunrise in their community. Key
activations included: indigenous E Ala E ceremonie:
on the shores of every Hawaiian island plus twc
volcanoes, approximately 140 locations within the
Brahma Kumaris movement, a ceremony atop Macht
Picchu, and events at spiritual centers across India
For Earth Day 2024, we are organizing a similar globa
prayer event, with options for events at different time:
of the day.

Continued on page 11


https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2022/11/17/sidebar-involvement-by-religious-groups-in-debates-over-climate-change/
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Continued from page 10 “Earth Day and the Faith
Community”

Great Global Cleanup: We invite faith communities to
participate in the Great Global Cleanup which EDO
organizes all year around, but which builds around Earth
Day itself on April 22nd. Its a great way to bring like-
minded communities together to get hands on and pick up
trash in towns, rivers, playgrounds - wherever it is - EDO
wants to get it picked up!

EDO also has several online resources available to help
support Earth Day activities on our website at
EARTHDAY.ORG from signing the Plastic Treaty Petition
to and joining our Social Squad. There are loads of trips
and tricks on how to live a greener life. Congregations can
access our toolkits, for free, which teach members of the
public how to organize impactful volunteer events such as
the EDO cleanups, marches/rallies/protests, and more.
For those interested in preparing Earth Day sermons,
EDO has resources too that help identify the connections
between scripture and environmentalism. We will also be
developing additional resources for congregations to
improve sustainability in their houses of worship,
highlighting plastic reduction measures.

The Mountain Vision
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7 “!:'l-. Susan Bass, Senior Vice President, Programs

and Operations, has worked for over 20 years as
an environmental attorney and public interest
lawyer, focusing on capacity-building, public
participation, human rights, and international
issues. Susan also worked for law firms in New
York and Washington, D.C., specializing in
corporate, banking and securities law. During her
tenure as Director of the Inter-American Program
at the Environmental Law Institute, Susan
presented educational workshops and events for
judges, prosecutors, congressional representatives
and citizen activists in over a dozen countries in
the region, produced research and policy reports
on cutting-edge sustainable development issues
and supervised a Visiting Scholars program. She
also served as an Environmental Representative
on the United States Delegation for the negotiation
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of the Free Trade Area of the Americas, Technical Advisor to the Organization of American States for the
development of the Inter-American Strategy for Public Participation, and Consultant to the International
Mining Minerals and Sustainable Development project.

Susan worked as a volunteer attorney with the International Human Rights Law Group, receiving a Pro
Bono Service Award in honor of her efforts and interned with the Commission on Security and
Cooperation in Europe. Susan graduated cum laude from Georgetown University Law Center, served on
the Georgetown Law Journal and graduated cum laude from Yale University.

HELP!!! We are Drowning in Plastic —Allen Johnson

Plastic pollution is ubiquitous, accelerating in use, and ecologically-ruinous. 80

industrial uses. Those of us past middle-age remember pry-off pop bottle caps
with cork as the sealant. By the 1960, plastic was coming on strong as chemists
were inventing a myriad of plastics kinds that industry found application. Waste
disposal seemed to be at best an afterthought.

Plastic waste is impairing oceans, impairing human health, and desecrating

is the total amount of plastic ever made, half of which has been produced in the
last 13 years. Yet of all discarded plastic so far, 12% has been incinerated, only 9% has
been recycled, and the remainder has either been disposed of in landfills or released
into the environment

Consumer-oriented plastic is cheap to make. Almost every one of us 8 billion
people on planet Earth uses plastic. A lot of plastic! And high-density human
populations often have limited landfill space for waste disposal. Waste dumped
into rivers sweeps waste away. Micro-plastics in particular have been found in every
corner of the globe, from the peak of Mount Everest to the trough of the Mariana
Trench. In fact, it has been estimated that humans ingest a credit card worth of plastic
per week! (United Nations report on plastics)

years ago, plastic was a novelty. Cork was premier flexible material for multiple

landscapes. Typically, plastic waste does not fully decompose, but just breaks down
into smaller particles. According to a recent United Nations report, 8,3 billion tons

Resources of Earth Day Organization

EARTHDAY.ORG is unwavering in commitment to end plastics for the sake of
human and planetary health, demanding a 60% reduction in the production of
ALL plastics by 2040. Plastic waste is a priority issue. https://www.earthday.org/
campaign/end-plastic-pollution/

Besides important advocacy actions toward national and international policy, the
campaign features a toolkit, “The Plastic Calculator;,” that a people can measure their
own plastic use and discard. Responsible actions can include carrying reusable bags for
shopping and reusable eating utensils. Begin with these simple steps and encourage
others to minimize throw-away plastics.
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2023 Prayer Breakfast in DC of the National Religious Coalition on Creation Care

very year since 1999, leaders from religious
Einstitutions of America have gathered together in
Washington, DC, to pray for and to invoke blessings
and healing upon our nation and the entire world.

The National Religious Coalition on Creation Care
(nrccc.org) held its 22" Annual Prayer Breakfast on
October 16, 1948, at the historic Willard Hotel in
Washington, DC. The Christians, Jews, Muslims par-
ticipants enjoyed congenial breakfast fellowship, lis-
tened to inspiring talks, and prayed.

This year’s theme: E Pluribus Unum. While this is our
national motto and it appears on the Great Seal of the
nation, it also has a deep religious meaning. On the
surface this is “out of many, one” Setting aside our
religious and theological differences, we gathered
united in our recognition of our common God-created
humanity and our responsibility for the Earth as our
common home.

Dr. Richard Miller capably
emceed our gathering. Miller is
Professor of Theology at
=L Creighton University and head

1 of Planetary  Emergency
Institute in Omaha, Nebraska.
He is passionate about
addressing climate change.

Every participant introduced herself or himself.

il Fred Krueger, Founder
8 and Executive Coordinator
Il of NRCCC, gave an
overview of the history,
48 purpose, and Interfaith
# Protocol of NRCCC.
Krueger has been suffering
a bout of Bell’s Palsy that has paralyzed half his face,
imited his vision, and brought fatigue. Nonetheless,
Krueger was upbeat and welcoming throughout the
breakfast gathering. His daughter, Alicia, ran the
registration and welcoming table. She has a new
business that recycles farm and industrial waste.

Opening prayers were led by
4 Allen Johnson, CFTM; Rabbi
=4 Merele Goldsmith, Jewish
Faith Alliance; Marybeth
Lorbiecki, Interfaith Oceans.

Lise Van Susteren, MD, inspired us
with her motivating keynote address.
Van Susteren is a private practice
forensic  psychiatrist  living in
Bethesda, Maryland. She is founder of
Interfaith Moral Action on Climate,
serves on numerous Boards, and has
published on the psychological trauma of climate
anxiety and also Covid anxiety. She is the expert
witness for the lawsuits by Our Childrens Trust that
assert future generations have a constitutional right to a
"clean and healthful environment."

Next on the agenda was recognition of Rev. Owen
Owens, Rabbi Warren Stone, and Rev. Gerald Durley
as key pioneers of the Religion and Ecology
Movement.

Rabbi Fred Scherlinder
Dobb brought smiles to
our faces with storytelling
introduction of Rabbi
Warren Stone. Dobb is
Chair of Coalition on the
| Environment and Jewish

Life COEJL, and served as
the rabbi at Adat Shalom Reconstructionist Congrega-
tion in Bethesda, MD since 1997. He is the immediate
past Chairperson of Maryland/Greater Washington In-
terfaith Power and Light and past President of the
Washington Board of Rabbis.

Rabbi Warren Stone is Rabbi Emeritus of Temple
Emanuel in Kensington, Maryland. He has been
exceptional in leading his congregation and influencing
many others to actively engage climate. He became a
Co-chair of NRCCC soon after its founding. Stone read
from Psalm 24 and then a short heart-cry message from
high school students on creation.

Rev. Dr. Gerald Durley was
unable to participate in this
year’s Prayer Breakfast. As a
young man, Durley was active
in the Civil Rights Movement
alongside Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, jr. Gerald Durley
is a passionate, effective
advocate addressing climate. He serves as a Board
Member of Interfaith Power & Light.

Allen Johnson, Co-founder of Christians For The
Mountains, introduced Rev. Owen Owens, Co-Chair of
NRCCC, with highlights of his service. One story is
how Owens organized the restoration of streams to
once again be trout habitat in the Philadelphia area.
Owens was recently diagnosed with pancreatic cancer;
however, he has continued his exuberance for life and
visionary foreword projects.

Rev. Owen Owens spoke with
passion on the need for deep
;" | repentance during this era of
| violence, environmental de-
= " struction, and division. We
% must come together. Owens
emphasizes continued turning

to God in prayer.
Allen Johnson
introduced Rev.

Richard Cizik as 2023
“Steward of God’s
Creation” During his
time as VP  for
Governmental  Affairs
for the National
Association of Evangelicals (NAE), Cizik had a change
of belief to embrace climate science. After withdrawing
from the NAE, Cizik formed and heads up the New
Evangelical Partnership for the Common Good.

A spellbinding storyteller, Rev.
4| Cizik expressed appreciation, then

| egy to care more deeply; (3) go
about to fulfill our mission.

Danna Smith, Founder and
Executive Director of the
Dogwood Alliance that is
based in North Carolina, gave
a clear, compelling talk on the
importance of forests. The
southeast being the largest
exporter of wood pellets to
fire power European and Asian power plants to meet
fossil fuel use to meet climate goals. This claim is false,
wrong, and destructive. Smith urged faith communities
to petition the cessation of biomass as fuel for power



https://www.jewishrecon.org/node/28
https://www.jewishrecon.org/node/28
http://ipldmv.org/
http://ipldmv.org/
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(Continued from page 12)

generation and to value forests for aesthetic, ecological,
and recreational values.

Rev. Jim Antal, a leader
in the United Church of
Christ, climate activist,

author, and  public
| theologian, urged us to
| join together in a unified
voice for the future of
Earth. Rev.  Antal
announced a  new
initiative, “One Home One Future,” as a multi-faith
campaign launched by EcoAmerica to connect local
congregations nationwide in a concerted engagement
on meaningful climate solutions.
https://onehomeonefuture.org

Richard Miller urged all of us to stand for truth, un-
derscoring remarks of previous speakers. He then
called for a time of prayer, inviting participants to pray
out loud as they felt led. This powerful prayer time
concluded with everyone joining in singing the hymn,
“For the Beauty of the Earth”

Rev. Owen Owens (seated right) was delighted
to be with many friends. Manijeh Attar (seated),
John Murdock (top left), Marz Attar, Marybeth
Lorbiecki, Allen Johnson

his group photo was taken an hour after the
iconclusion of the prayer breakfast. Enjoyed friendships!

NRCCC Prayer Breakfast
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EcoAmerica

Meeting with EcoAmerica

Following the Prayer Breakfast, several of us met]
at the EcoAmerican office in DC. EcoAmerica is
building a diverse network of major institutions
and thought leaders in five sectors — faith, health,
communities, higher education, and business —|
who have the power to inspire tens of millions of
Americans on climate change. https://ecoamerica.org

The purpose of the gathering was to beginl
conversation on how EcoAmerica and NRCCQC
might collaborate together on climate and related
issues. The meeting went well, with followups to
come. Both entities bring strengths to share.

On October A

EcoAmerica’s faith-
based arm, Blessed
Tomorrow, launched

ONE HOME ONE
FUTURE, with 31 U.S,
denominations and
religious groups. This
campaign  will  beg
centered in  local
congregations that
commit to positive
action on climate.

|Cliurcli in Wllaway, KY.

Moving Forward: A Guide to Climate Action For
Your Congregation and Community provides
information and resources to reduce energy use,
to build resilient houses of worship as refuges
from a changing climate, and to encourage

support for policies that better care for creation.

Marybeth Lorbiecki, Interfaith Oceans, and
Bob Perkowitz, Founder and President of
EcoAmerica, were some of the participants.
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White House CEQ Meeting

he day following the Prayer Breakfast, a dozen citizens

met with the White House Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) to propose a climate initiative. CEQ advises
the President and develops policies on climate change, envi-
ronmental justice, federal sustainability, public lands,
oceans, and wildlife conservation, among other areas. As the
agency responsible for implementing NEPA, CEQ also
works to ensure that environmental reviews for infrastruc-
ture projects and federal actions are thorough, efficient, and
reflect the input of the public and local communities.

Jalonne White-Newsome, CEQ Assistant Director, and
other staft graciously met with us. Fred Krueger, Santa
Rosa, California, introduced the organization and its pur-
pose of bringing the formal positions from religious organi-
zations to the Congress and The White House. Some of the
high points follow:

1. Dr. Richard Miller, from Omaha, Nebraska, opened the
meeting by thanking the administration for ushering
through the Congress the most significant federal climate
and clean energy legislation in U.S. history (IRA). Unfortu-
nately, we are now in a climate emergency, “11,000 scientist
signatories from around the world” have “clearly and un-
equivocally” stated “that planet Earth is facing a climate
emergency.

2. David Carroll, Grantsburg, Wisconsin, asked for the De-
fense Production Act (DARPA) to accelerate renewable en-
ergy adoption through increasing supply and demand as
outlined in the Center for Biological Diversity Report. Car-
roll also requested that the President invoke the National
Emergencies Act to halt oil exports and to stop oil and gas
drilling on the outer continental shelf .

3. Lise Van Susteren, MD, Bethesda, Maryland, proposed a
new cabinet level position for a Secretary of Climate. This
would streamline and coordinate action on climate change.

4. Rev. Leo Woodberry, Florence, South Carolina, anc
Danna Smith, Dogwood Alliance, each emphasized the
impacts climate change is having on environmental justice ir
communities across the South and the threat of industrial
logging for biomass

5. David Krantz, New York City, speaking on behalf of Jewish
communities, emphasized that every Jewish organization i
emphasizing the importance of strong action on climate
change.

6. Susan Bass, representing Earth Day, addressed the serious
problem of plastic pollution in the oceans and everywhere.

Allen Johnson, Jim Davidson, Caitrin Keiper, (Plough)
and Rabbi Fred Dobb also addressed the Administration.


https://onehomeonefuture.org
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Dogwood Alliance: Protecting Southern Forests

OUR IMPORTANT WORK

[he forests of the US South are central
o meaningful climate action. We must
1eal our relationship with the earth.
And to do this, we need to transform
orest management in the US. Healthy,
1atural forests are our best defense
igainst a changing climate, and that’s
vhy we need to keep them standing.

We must take a serious look at past
njustice, especially centuries of
ystemic racism against Black,
ndigenous, and People of Color
BIPOC) communities. We can’t make meaningful
brogress on climate change without addressing the
njustices that have plagued BIPOC communities in
he South.

*Our mission at Dogwood Alliance is incredibly
mportant. Dogwood Alliance advances
nvironmental justice and climate action by
nobilizing diverse voices to protect Southern forests
ind communities from industrial logging.**

for over 25 years, Dogwood Alliance has fought
hreats to our forests and frontline communities.
We promote forest protection as the best solution to
limate change. We partner with communities to
levelop economic solutions that work with and for
ur forests.

OUR FORESTS AREN’T FUEL

Wood pellets are the latest threat to Southern
orests. Also known as bioenergy and biomass en-
°rgy, many countries burn wood pellets for electric-
ty. Despite emerging scientific consensus against
biomass energy as a climate solution, the EU, UK,
apan, and South Korea give billions in renewable
nergy subsidies to these energy companies. Bioen-
rgy harms the climate, communities, and forests in
ur region.

switching to burning wood pellets from fossil fuels
seems to be a simple climate solution. Carbon

ounting assumes that trees will always regrow, and
0, the greenhouse gas emissions are “free” [But the
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truth about bioenergy’s impact on climate is not so
simple.] (https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/wp-con-

tent/uploads/2020/09/Is-Biomass-Good-for-the-Cli-

mate-S4F-Report-9G.pdf) Over a million acres of
US forests have already been cut for biomass. Re-
placing cut trees can take decades, and there is no
guarantee that trees will even be regrown ever. Cut-
ting trees in the US to burn overseas internationally
makes it even more complicated.

Our forests deserve a better fate than burning them
for energy. We're working to stop the growth of the
dangerous, destructive biomass industry here and
abroad.

FORESTS & CLIMATE

Forests are one of the best solutions to climate
change. But US policies don't reflect that. We're ad-
vocating for natural climate solutions that focus on
standing forests. This is critical in the US South
where forests are logged more frequently than any-
where else in the world.

COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS

We believe in community-based solutions that work
with nature, not against it, to break the cycles of ex-
ploitation and injustice. We partner with communi-
ties across the South to advance these solutions. We
believe in a strong Southern economy that doesn’t
rely on forest destruction.
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by Sam Davis

STORY OF SOUTHERN FORESTS

Southern forests are places of beauty, majesty, and
awe. They’re some of the most diverse forests on
the planet. Our forests:

- Are home to countless plants and animals

- Supply fresh drinking water

- Purify our air

- Store carbon in the fight against climate change

- Support our mental and physical health when we
spend time there

- Protect us from the effects of climate change like
flooding

- Bring in millions of dollars from tourism and
outdoor recreation each year

The US South is also on the frontlines of the racial,
social, and environmental justice movements.
Southern communities fight daily against injustices
and unfair burdens of dirty industries.

In the last 25 years, Dogwood Alliance

- Fought for forest protection in the Cumberland
Plateau

- Reformed Staples, Office Depot, and KFC’s paper
policies

- Transformed how International Paper and other
corporate giants manage forests across our region

- Developed cutting-edge forest carbon credit
projects

- Worked with community leaders to highlight envi-
ronmental and racial injustices

- Redesigned meaningful wetland forest conserva-
tion with nonprofits, governments, and other stake-
holders

The fight isn’t over, but you've come to the right
place to take action. We've got the solutions — we
just need your help to make them happen. Together,
we can protect forests and communities from the
harms of industrial logging.

Take Action Now To Support Our Mission at https:/
/dogwoodalliance.org/act-now

Sam Davis, PhD, is a conservation scientist who left academia
for the “greener forests” of Dogwood Alliance. Sam enjoys hiking,
home improvement, and gaming with friends and family.


https://dogwoodalliance.org/act-now
https://dogwoodalliance.org/act-now

Christians For The Mountains

The Mountain Vision Fall

2025

rage 15

A Short History of Christians For The Mountains

question was raised during a small gathering in North

Carolina: Would it be viable for a regional network
with strategies to energize and motivate Christians and
their churches and leadership to actively care for and advo-
cate for God’s creation?

On a weekend in May 2005,
a couple dozen Christians
active in environmental jus-
. tice in Appalachia met in
Charleston, West Virginia,
to respond to that question.
We prayed. We deliberated.
Our group drove to nearby
Kayford Mountain where Larry Gibson showed us an active
mountaintop removal (MTR) operation adjacent to his fam-
ily’s lands. We prayed. We deliberated.

Two initial goals were set. One, to
build a toolkit. Dave Cooper
offered his slides from his “Travel-
ing MTR Road Show” for us to
make a DVD. Two, we would invite
church leaders to do flyovers over
MTR operations. Sunday, as we
closed our meeting, the name
“Christians For The Mountains”
(CFTM) was nominated and ac-
claimed as the name of our new organization. World
Stewardship Institute agreed to take our new organization
as a project under its 501-c-2 nonprofit status.

Tha Meonian Sloaming Collaciisa
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Passing the hat around, we collected a bit over a hundred
dollars. We all committed to volunteer our time, skills,
networking capability, and prayer. We set up a Steering
Committee, comprised of Janet Keating, Bob Marshall,
Mary Ellen O’Farrell, Carol Warren, and Allen Johnson. A
few weeks later, some of us participated at a rally at Marsh
Fork Elementary School to protest the adjacent dangerous
coal preparation plant and overhead massive slurry im-
poundment, and therefore a need for a new school.

Then a miracle!

In July Newsweek Magazine
contacted CFTM looking to do an
article on spirituality and grassroots
. environmental  activism.  The
September 5, 2005 issue’s theme was
focused on a wide range of
spirituality. Featured in this issue

was a 3/4 page story with photo on Christians
For The Mountains. And CFTM had hardly done
anything yet! (by the way, we did pray) This
burst of national publicity was the first of many
future media coverages that have come our way
since then, generating considerable interest in
Christian involvement with environmental
issues as well as bringing mountaintop removal
into national attention.

The months ahead became a whirlwind of
activity: A conference for the public. Developing
the toolkit that became our Mountain Mourning
Collection DVD (still available free upon
request). Welcoming relationships with secular
environmental organizations along with new
relationships with church-based justice groups.
More national and regional media publicity.

As the years have unfolded, CFTM has embarked
on numerous initiatives, many successful, some
not so much. Sometimes we have had money;,
oftentimes we have had little. Importantly, we
have sought to be faithful to God’s calling to
serve, rather than be served.

We believed then, and still believe, that God
puts the wind in sails that are hoisted and
rudder positioned for God’s purpose sand
glory. CFTM has been blessed by the Wind of
The Holy Spirit!

Along the Journey

r. John Rausch and

| (CFTM sponsored a tour
of MTR for religious
leaders that sparked
many to become
engaged on fighting

| MTR. A documentary
of the tour, Renewal,
has been widely shown.

ebekah Epling
VISTA

] Dedicated CFTM employees
! have been Robert “Sage” Russo;
Laura Dagley; Allen Johnson.

ICommunications, presentations,
advocacy, networking, praying.

- - sl -2
uring college spring breaks in 2011-2014, Restoring
Eden and CFTM sponsored student volunteers to knock
on doors to request family health histories in
communities in proximity to mountaintop mining
(MTR). Control areas were also surveyed.

Dr. Michael Hendryx oversaw the research protocol. Data
collected concluded that MTR pollution contributed to
serious health impairments. This data has been published
in peer-reviewed journals.

[Appalachian Community
Health Emergency (ACHE)
is a bill that continues to be
introduced in Congress for a
moratorium on new MTR
permits. CFTM actively

St »

CHE teams office
partment in the
Methodist Building close
to Capitol Hill for several

years promoting ACHE.

supports. https://acheact.org

e Larry Gibson
Biography Project has
finished a draft 1200 page
book on Gibson and the
movement he inspired.
Future works are planned
using this as foundation.

arry Gibson looks out at
the ancestral lands ruined
by Mountaintop Removal.
CFTM is exploring ways
toward proper restoration.

ayford Reunion 2022
remembered past and
present mountain heroes
land gave appreciation to
the Stanley family.

Supporters of the Gibson
biography and Kayford.
lOwen Owens (seated), John
IMurdock, Marz Attar,
Marybeth Lorbiecki, Allen
Johnson met together at
INRCCC Prayer Breakfast.

For more details on our 18 year journey, see our
website, https://christiansforthemountains.org
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In My Antonia, a young boy finds perfect contentment, at least for a moment.

By Willa Cather

Winslow Homer, For to Be a Farmer’s Boy, watercolor, 1887

I can remember exactly how the country looked to me as I walked
beside my grandmother along the faint wagon-tracks on that early September
morning. Perhaps the glide of long railway travel was still with me, for more
than anything else I felt motion in the landscape; in the fresh, easy-blowing
morning wind, and in the earth itself, as if the shaggy grass were a sort of loose
hide, and underneath it herds of wild buffalo were galloping, galloping....

Alone, I should never have found the garden - except, perhaps, for the big
yellow pumpkins that lay about unprotected by their withering vines — and I felt
very little interest in it when I got there. I wanted to walk straight on through the
red grass and over the edge of the world, which could not be very far away. The
light air about me told me that the world ended here: only the ground and sun
and sky were left, and if one went a little farther there would be only sun and sky,
and one would float off into them, like the tawny hawks which sailed over our
heads making slow shadows on the grass. While grandmother took the pitchfork
we found standing in one of the rows and dug potatoes, while I picked them up
out of the soft brown earth and put them into the bag, I kept looking up at the
hawks that were doing what I might so easily do. When grandmother was ready
to go, I said I would like to stay up there in the garden awhile.

She peered down at me from under her sunbonnet. “Aren’t you afraid of
snakes?”

“A little,” I admitted, “but Id like to stay, anyhow.”

“Well, if you see one, don’t have anything to do with him. The big yellow and
brown ones won't hurt you; they’re bull-snakes and help to keep the gophers
down. Don’t be scared if you see anything look out of that hole in the bank over

there. That’s a badger hole. He’s about as big as a big ‘possum, and his face is
striped, black and white. He takes a chicken once in a while, but I won’t let the
men harm him. In a new country a body feels friendly to the animals. I like to
have him come out and watch me when I'm at work.”

The earth was warm under me, and
warm as | crumbled it through my
fingers. | kept as still as | could.

Grandmother swung the bag of potatoes over her shoulder and went down the
path, leaning forward a little. The road followed the windings of the draw; when
she came to the first bend, she waved at me and disappeared. I was left alone
with this new feeling of lightness and content.

I sat down in the middle of the garden, where snakes could scarcely approach
unseen, and leaned my back against a warm yellow pumpkin. There were some
ground-cherry bushes growing along the furrows, full of fruit. I turned back the
papery triangular sheaths that protected the berries and ate a few. All about me
giant grasshoppers, twice as big as any I had ever seen, were doing acrobatic
feats among the dried vines. The gophers scurried up and down the ploughed
ground. There in the sheltered draw-bottom, the wind did not blow very hard,
but I could hear it singing its humming tune up on the level, and I could see the
tall grasses wave. The earth was warm under me, and warm as I crumbled it
through my fingers. Queer little red bugs came out and moved in slow
squadrons around me. Their backs were polished vermilion, with black spots. I
kept as still as I could. Nothing happened. I did not expect anything to happen. I
was something that lay under the sun and felt it, like the pumpkins, and I did
not want to be anything more. I was entirely happy. Perhaps we feel like that
when we die and become a part of something entire, whether it is sun and air, or
goodness and knowledge. At any rate, that is happiness; to be dissolved into
something complete and great. When it comes to one, it comes as naturally as
sleep.

Willa Cather (1873-1947) was born in the Appalachian
foothills east of Winchester, Virginia. At age 9 her family
moved to south central Nebraska. It was as pioneers in the
setting of the Great Plains that Cather penned her greatest
novel, My Antonia (1918). Cather defied prevailing literary
style to write about the rough, common pioneer farmers
eking out sparse livings of dry-dirt plains. In an interview,
Cather stated that her childhood years 8 through 15 were
particularly formative in creating the grist for her writings.

This article and the accompanying photo were published in The Plough Daily Dig
(October 21, 2023). The Plough offers free email subscriptions with prayers, articles,

book reviews, reflections. https://www.plough.com/en/subscriptions/weekly
This article was published with permission of The Plough.
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Creation Speaks: Devotions Based on God’s First Book of Revelation by JerryLang
ong before the Old Testament was written, God A Review of Creation Speaks by Allen Johnson

was writing the story of creation. This “book,’
often referred to as General Revelation, is what Paul
alludes to in Romans 1:20 and what Christian
theologians have called the “book of nature” In
Creation Speaks, observations of the natural world | &
are used as metaphors to key Scriptural lessons.

With the author’s scientific as well as Christian
background, there are scientific insights mixed with
the theological references throughout Creation Speaks.

o What tree can “explain” the Trinity?

o How are mitochondria like the Holy Spirit?
o What can Ice Age glaciers tell us about the

effects of sin?

o What does God’s grace and gravity have in common?

o What does a maple tree and the parable of the Sower have in common?
o Can digging grass out of clods of clay tell you anything spiritual?

o Why was the sky-blue color, tekhelet, so precious in the Biblical times?

General Revelation is not a replacement for Scriptural knowledge, but a powerful,
personal and ever-changing addition to its understanding. Creation Speaks will
hopefully serve as a starting point for readers to explore and discover God’s lessons
themselves as reflected in His creative power.

As a scientist and a Christian, Jerry Lang brings his knowledge and observational
skills together with his lifelong Christian beliefs to read from God’s first book of
revelation—creation. Organized as daily devotions and illuminated by scriptural
passages, each short meditation recounts the author’s personal encounters with God’s
“book of nature,” in which, as Paul states, “we live and have our being”

By sharing these inspirational moments of his own faith journey through seasonal
changes manifest in the natural world, Jerry provides readers with new ways of
looking at themselves and the world in which they live. Creation Speaks encourages
every reader to begin their own explorations into the pages of the book written
directly by God.

Creation Speaks is published by Chapbook Press, Schuler Books, Grand Rapids, Michigan. @2022.
https://schulerbooks.com (616-942-2561)

After receiving a PhD in entomology, Jerry Lang had a 21-
year career as a medical entomologist in the USAF prior to
serving 16 years as a senior environmental scientist for an
architectural and engineering firm in Dayton, Ohio. Upon
retirement in 2007, he and his wife, Alison, moved to
Muskegon, Michigan, where they presently reside near
their children and grandchildren. Jerry has a passion for
bringing scientific insights and Christian spirituality
together. He particularly enjoys leading church-based
groups outdoors as they explore the book of nature.

Many Christians daily read a selection from a devotional book. As the family sat
down for the evening supper, my father-in-law always read out loud the day’s
reading from the popular Daily Bread devotional before offering God thanksgiving
for the food. Jerry Lang’s Creation Speaks will do well for those who read aloud
devotions at table or other prayer time. Each day’s topic can spark conversation
around the breakfast or dinner table.

Personally, I enjoy reading Creation Speaks as a chapter book. That is, reading a
weeK’s worth or so at one sitting. This may simply because the book is a page-turner.
Read one devotion and it stirs up hunger for more. Maybe I'm missing a point,
which is to ponder and savor each devotional lesson all day. On the other hand, the
book attunes the reader to the lessons that God can impart through creation. So a
reader begins getting insight during one’s own time in nature. A good practice is be
to write down one’s own impressions.

Creation Speaks is laid out as five devotions per week for four weeks for each of the
twelve months that generally follow the seasons. In other words, 240 devotions. Each
page begins with a title, then an appropriate biblical passage, followed by two to five
paragraphs of narrative. Each meditation opens with an observation in which Lang
draws a concluding spiritual insight. Scripture references are frequently sprinkled in
when applicable to the message.

Jerry Lang and I have a personal connection that dates back over 25 years. We first
met during a gorgeous October weekend at Zaleski State Forest in southeast Ohio.
This was my first-time soloing as a facilitator for an Opening the Book of Nature
retreat to learn to attune to learning spiritual lessons from God’s creation. Jerry and
Alison Lang, and their friends Bob and Bev Jurick, and a college student comprised
our group. We camped in tents. We decompressed from the busyness of everyday
life, slowed down, sharpened our five senses of sight, sound, smell, touch, taste, and
released ourselves in prayerful attentiveness that God would speak to us. Each of us
would individually find a secluded solitary place in a wooded place, attune our
physical senses to our surroundings, and prayerfully and expectantly wait for God to
speak through creation. We might jot down in a notebook our impressions. After
about 90 minutes or so, we would gather together to share about our experiences.
We did this several times over the weekend, each time in the woods gaining more
capability to learn.

Jerry’s wife, Alison, had a powerful epiphany. At the time, she was struggling some
with her faith (as many of us can relate to). She found a small opening in the woods
where the sun peeked through to warm her. Sitting down on a fallen tree, she began
to thumb through the Bible she had carried with her. She came to Psalm 91, and read
“[God] will cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you will find refuge..”

Alison looked up into the blue sky. A large white bird circled overhead. For along
time! With great excitement, Alison came back to our group to report her faith
recharged. The following day, Sunday morning, Alison again went back to the same
spot to pray. When she looked up into the sky, the white bird again circled over her,
then flew off. Alison knew that God was telling her, “I am with you. Go forth in life”
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Christmas Bells
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882
How does one deal with deep suffering? Vast numbers of us 8 billion

humans on planet Earth are in anguish from broken relationships, loss,
hunger, disease, war, divisiveness, addictions, hopelessness.

The famed poet, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow lost his wife in a tragic fire.
Two years later, December 1, 1863, while eating dinner with his family, he
had received a telegram that his oldest son, Charley, was severely
wounded in a Civil War battle and faced lifelong paralysis. The nation’s

divisiveness had exploded into war.

Early Christmas morning, Longfellow heard the pealing ring of church
bells. He took his heart to his pen in his struggle with despair and hope.

I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,

And wild and sweet

The words repeat
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom

Had rolled along

The unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Till ringing, singing on its way,

The world revolved from night to day,
A voice, a chime,
A chant sublime

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Then from each black, accursed mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the sound
The carols drowned
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

It was as if an earthquake rent
The hearth-stones of a continent,
And made forlorn

The households born
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And in despair I bowed my head;
"There is no peace on earth," I said;
"For hate is strong,
And mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!"

Then pealed the bells more loud and
deep:
"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
The Wrong shall fail,
The Right prevail,
With peace on earth, good-will to men."

Fall 2023
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Christmas Prayers

Refugees

The UN Refugee Agency reports 110 million
children, women and men are displaced by
spiraling crises around the world. 90% of
these are displaced by violence, conflict or
persecution.

Increasingly inhospitable climate could lead to
1.2 billion displaced people by 2050, according
to predictions of the Institute for Economics &
Peace (IEP).

Let us pray for wisdom, compassion, and
generosity toward desperate refugees. Jesus
and his family were refugees. (Matthew 2:13-22)

The Poor

o
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Interconnected issues of poverty, inequity,
conflict, climate change, gender discrimination,
and weak government and health systems all
have a role in keeping nutritious food out of
reach for millions of families around the world.
When children don't have enough food, their
brains and bodies suffer. About 735 million
people in the world are undernourished.

If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty,
give him something to drink. ' No one is exempt
from the call to feed the hungry, God calls us to
meet the needs of even those we might call
'enemies’. (Romans 12:20)

Beating Swords Into Plowshares Isaiah 2:4

This sculpture at the United Nations depicts the figure of a
man, holding a hammer aloft in one hand and a sword in the
other hand, hammering the sword into a plow as a tool to till
land for crops. This action symbolizes man’s desire to put an
end to war and transform tools of destruction into tools to
benefit mankind.

'When Jesus was entering Jerusalem on what is called Palm
Sunday;, he wept as he looked upon the city. Jesus cried,
“Would that you had known on this day the things that
make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.”

Tragically, people have continued %
killing one another. We weep with
Jesus, and choose the only way to
peace, the Jesus way.
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(Continued from previous page)

A Christian Vision of Trees

Remembering our Gift who was Julian Martin

When a great man dies, for years the light he leaves behind him, lies on the paths of men.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Julian Martin died March 24. The news of his
death rippled throughout central Appalachia as many
of us stopped to mourn his passing with thanksgiving
that this man had given his life to protect and enhance
the world.

“Enhancing the world” is appropriate because as Julian
Martin’s official obituary states, “his career and life
path took a major turn in 1961 when he volunteered
for John E Kennedy's Peace Corps, becoming West
Virginia's first representative. He completed Peace
Corps training at UCLA prior to two years in Nigeria,
where he taught chemistry and coached track. His
team won the inaugural West Africa Peace Corps
Track Meet. On his return from Africa, he served as the first full-time Foreign Stu-
dent Advisor at West Virginia University from 1964-66...During years to come,
Julian traveled extensively, often hitchhiking. He spent time in all 48 continental
states”

Julian taught high school science in West Virginia for 22 years, nurturing and en-
couraging independent thought and intellectual curiosity”

His official obituary continues. “In retirement, he increased his focus on preserving
the natural beauty of West Virginia. He was devoted to preserving clean air, water,
and the mountains of our state. He served on the Kanawha State Forest Foundation
and the board of the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy. He led many trips to
Kayford Mountain revealing firsthand and teaching about the destruction inherent to
mountain top removal. Throughout his life, he demonstrated a willingness to stand
up to the status quo when he found it unjust. This continued until he was physically
unable to continue the effort. He was an inspiration and hero to many students,
friends, and family”

Those of us who valiantly fight mountaintop removal coal mining remember Julian’s
solidarity, courage, and inspiration. For example, he accompanied Larry Gibson on
much of the walk across West Virginia. Although Julian Martin was passionate for
justice, his bright smile and sparkling eyes always conveyed warmth and love
throughout his 86 years. Julian’s legacy will continue through the lives of the many
who have been blessed to know him.

Julian Martin’s website is a
treasure trove of his life and
powerful writings.
https://julianweldonmartin.us

Chemistry Teacher
Julian promoted the slogan Julian Martin in 1980.
on his shirt widely. Photo by Mike Breiding

Celebrating the Life of Dwight Diller
-tribute by Allen Johnson

When Dwight Diller died on Valentine’s Day, February
14, 2023, at age 76, the news rocketed throughout the
traditional “old time” genre of Appalachian music. People =
gathered to share stories about Dwight. Musicians
replayed his songs trying to emulate his impressionable
style. Goldenseal, the quarterly publication of West
Virginia’s Department of Arts, Culture, and History,
featured Dwight on its cover and theme articles.

During his lifetime, Dwight produced 15 commercially
released music albums, five one-hour instructional
DVD’s, performed at numerous venues, and taught
students at his “banjo camp” for decades. His mastery was
the clawhammer banjo, while also playing “old time” fiddle. His vocals mirrored his
instrumental style. Dwight also played standup bass with the Black Mountain
Bluegrass Boys in the 1970’s.

Dwight said his heavily-syncopated banjo style was imprinted upon him as a
youngster listening to jukebox music derived from the Mississippi Delta African-
American rhythms. As a teacher, he emphasized rhythm over melody. “A new tune, I
find it has to resonate with my pulse. And then I have to let my spirit interpret it,
keeping it as best I can in the auspices of the tradition.”

Dwight enrolled at West Virginia University, then after two years joined the Navy.
Seventeen months into his service in the navy, he suffered a nervous breakdown and
was discharged. Many years later he was diagnosed with bipolar and PTSD.
Following his discharge, Dwight moved back to Pocahontas County, West Virginia.
“I was desperate when I got out of the navy. Suicidal. I looked for stability, something to
hang onto. Roots. I found it in the old people and their mountain music.”

The old people included Lee Hammons, Burl Hammons, Maggie Hammons, and
Shermon Hammons. In these people and others, Dwight discovered a culture of oral
stories and music that was fading away. Dwight spurred the recovery of their
tradition that included his taking voluminous photos and recordings. The Hammons
became included in collections in the Library of Congress.

Into his early adulthood, Dwight virulently hated churches, preachers, Christianity.
A miraculous encounter with a street preacher dramatically transformed his life.
Dwight enrolled at Eastern Mennonite Seminary. He was ordained as a Mennonite
minister and pastored congregations for a few years before going back to banjo
teaching where he felt his ministry was more effective.

Dwight became one of my best friends and confidents for 45 years. I continue to be
inspired by Dwight's unwavering faith and conviction, gems of wisdom, and
unpretentiousness dependence upon God’s grace.

For this article, | have drawn upon my
Goldenseal article, “The Rhythm of
Dwight Diller” (Winter, 2014).

Dwight founded Yew Pine Cultural
Traditions, of which | am involved.

ounger

https://yewpineculturaltraditions.org
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Come, Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free;

From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,

Joy of every longing heart.

—Charles Wesley

Mary Did You Know?

Mary did you know that your baby boy will one day walk on water?

Mary did you know that your baby boy will save our sons and daughters?
Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new?

This child that you’ve delivered, will soon deliver you.

Mary did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man?
Mary did you know that your baby boy will calm a storm with his hand?
Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod?

And when you kiss your little baby, you have kissed the face of God.

The blind will see, the deaf will hear and the dead will live again.

Come Ye Thankful People Come _ ) _
The lame will leap, the dumb will speak, the praises of the lamb.

Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home; Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?
Allis safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin. Mary did you know that your baby boy will one day rule the nations?

God our Maker doth provide for our wants to be supplied; . . ,
, P . bp Did you know that your baby boy is heaven’s perfect Lamb?
Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. ] . : , o
by George . Elvey & Henry Alford (1858) This sleeping child you’re holding is the great | am.

(by Mark Lowery)

Upcoming for The Mountain Vision

CFTM is planning its twentieth edition for Summer, 2024 as our schedule
permits. Please let us know if your friends would like a sample copy.

We invite you to send your own personal stories of your conversions
to “Kingdom of God” life with emphasis on
environmental justice.

Mountain Vision is an outreach ministry of Christians
For The Mountains.Copies are sent free of charge to
advocates for God'’s “will to be done, on earth as it is
in heaven” (Mt. 6:10).

God is Great, God is Good; Let us thank
Him for our food. By His Hands we all are
fed, Give us Lord our Daily Bread.

Amen



