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What’s Inside

Regenerate definitions:
1.spiritually reborn. 2. Renewed or
restored, esp. after a decline to a low
or abject condition. 3. To form or
bring into existence again;
reestablish on a new basis.

The Bible is replete with teachings
on regeneration. Ezekiel 37 is a
prophesy of dry dead bones coming
to life. In John 3, Jesus is telling the
priest Nicodemus about being born
again. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says that
anyone in Christ is a new creation.
The old has passed away. Behold the
new has come. Revelation 21:5
quotes Jesus saying, Behold, I make
all things new.

As this issue goes to press, the world
is suffering unprecedented heat

waves, forest fires, and ocean
warming. More is predicted.

God! I pray, I cry out to you!
The fields are burning up…

Springs and streams are dried up.
The whole country is burning up.

from Joel 1:19-20 (MSG)

The prophet Joel (chapter 2) summons
a sinful rebellious people to fast and
lament over their sin. That call is for
today in our present global
situation. Repent of our human
hubris that contributes to disaster.

The prophet Joel says that God
desires to regenerate land and be
merciful to the people. (Joel 2:18-32)

Let us yield ourselves to The Holy
Spirit to regenerate our lives.

God reveals His divine nature throughThe
Bible and through His creation. George
Washington Carver was adept at hearing
from God while in the woods, as well as
readingThe Bible. The Center for Deep
Green Faith has resources to help us in this.
Seeing nature through a child’s eyes helps
us adults to rekindle wonder in creation.
Homegrown National Park is actually your
own lawn turned into native plants.

New technologies on clean
renewable energy are advancing
rapidly. Let’s get on board pushing
for and using these methods, rather
than continuing a dirty energy.

An update on the Larry Gibson
Biography project includes an
excerpt from a chapter.

Read the several pages of an
insightful article on a Christian
Vision of Trees that will enrich your
Bible study and theology.

May God be close to you and yours.
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CFTMWelcomesYour Support
What is Christians For TheMountains (CFTM)?

Christians For The Mountains core mission to honor the truth of Psalm 24:1.
“The Earth and all it contains belongs to God.

Christians For The Mountains (CFTM) is a network of persons advocating that
Christians and their churches recognize their God-given responsibility to live
compatibly, sustainably, and gratefully joyous upon this God’s earth. CFTM is
nondenominational and non-partisan. CFTM takes a critical prophetic stance to
advocate for justice, righteousness, and peace for the land and its inhabitants.
CFTM seeks to be respectful to all voices seeking truth. The central Appalachian
region is our geographical focus as a springboard to national and global issues.

On a weekend in May 2005, about two dozen Christians known as environmental
leaders met in Charleston, West Virginia for prayerful deliberation on how to
engage our faith with serious ecological challenges in Appalachia. CFTM birthed.

CFTM developed the Mountain Mourning DVD toolkit. CFTM builds trusted
relationships to serve numerous organizations and persons in their good efforts.

CFTM alongside with our various partners has successfully engaged numerous
issues, and continues to do so. Visit our website Mountain Vision archive.

How Is CFTM Setup?
CFTM is one of 15 programs of World Stewardship Institute (WSI), a 501-c-3
nonprofit corporation at 3840 Finley Avenue, Building 33, Suite 202 (P.O. Box
7348), Santa Rosa, California 95407. Telephone 707-573-3160. Website is
https:ecostewards.org. Contact is Frederick Krueger.

Each program partner has a seat on the Board of Directors of WSI. WSI is
registered as a nonprofit in California and also in West Virginia. WSI does annual
internal auditing of all accounts. WSI programs adhere to its mission as an
international organization dedicated to cooperative problem-solving, linking
business, science, and faith communities in the cultivation of environmental
stewardship. Each WSI program is responsible for its own operations.

CFTM is guided by a Steering Committee of experienced Christian
environmental leaders and a Coordinator (see page 2, or website). Each serves as
an unpaid volunteer. Our finances are handled by Dr. Robert Marshall, who also is
longstanding treasurer of the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy.

CFTM personally acknowledges every contribution as well as correspondence.
CFTM reverences each donation as a prayerful trust. CFTM is frugal in our own
expenditures yet generous in our serving causes.



All my life I have risen regularly at four o’clock and
have gone int the woods and talked with God. There He
gives me my orders for the day. Alone there with things
I love most I gather specimens and study the great
lessons Nature is so eager to teach us all. When people
are still asleep I hear God best and learn my plan.’

George Washington Carver was a famed African-
American agricultural scientist in the South a century
ago. His discoveries included over 300 uses of
peanuts, a nitrogen-fixing crop that restored depleted
soils. Carver was also a talented artist, musician, and
practitioner of herbal healing.

I never grope for methods. The method is revealed the
moment I am inspired to create something new. I live in
the woods. I gather specimens and listen to what God
has to say to me. After my morning’s talk with God, I
go into my laboratory and begin to carry out His
wishes for the day.

Carver was born into slavery shortly before
emancipation. Carver’s former owners raised him as
one of their own, encouraging his education that,
despite numerous racist-obstacles, eventuated in a
college degree and lifelong research at Tuskegee
Institute.

A man asked Carver, “You have the habit of talking to
a little flower or a peanut and making it give up its
secrets to you. How do you do it?”

“You have to love it enough,” replied Carver. “Anything
will give up its secrets if you love it enough. Not only
have I found out that when I talk to the little flower or
to the little peanut they will give up their secrets, but I
have found that when I silently commune with people
they give up their secrets also¾if you love them enough.

Carver has rightly been the subject of numerous
laudatory books about his scientific research and his
successful overcoming racial barriers. However, my
favorite Carver book is The Man Who Talks with the
Flowers: The Life Story of Dr. George Washington
Carver, by Glenn Clark. The author published the
book in 1939 based upon interviews with Carver.

Clark recalls a friend telling him about an early
morning walk in he had with Carver. Thinking they
would cover several miles in a few hours, he found
out that Carver did not get more than a hundred
yards. At every little flower Carver met, he had to
kneel down. He examined it, he caressed it, studied it,
talked with it… with a love compounded of joy.

Carver’s most notable characteristic aside from his
genius mental capacity was his deep humility. He was
relaxed and open with people as he was with flowers.
He was detached from concerns about money, had no
family ties, lived simply. He approached life joyful
wonder and awe at God’s creation.

The only book Carver might have in his laboratory
was his Bible. Carver was known for his Bible studies
that attracted many to attend. Carver called his
laboratory at Tuskegee “God’s Little Workshop” where
he fulfilled the projects God gave him directions on
how to do.

The soul is all that we have that is worth living for…but
a thing that is incarnate with the life of the soul, like a
little flower, you can reach out and look into and
suddenly find that you are taking hold of the things
that lift you up and carry you along and make people
love you and give you the joy of life and the joy of living
and the joy of coming into the place God has for you,
and the exuberance of filling that place in life. How do
this? Do you know? Neither do I.

But I do know that there are people who are like
flowers, just as simply in touch with God and as
incarnate with His Spirit as the flowers; and I do know
that there is no greater thrill that one can get than
reaching out and touching these great souls.

In 1930, Glenn Clark (1882-1956) founded“Camps
Fartherst out” to give Christians a place to go where they
could learn how to be, as he put it, "Athletes of the
Spirit.” Then they could take that experience and live it
out in their everyday lives. This included teachings and
workshops on how to pray, how to listen to The Holy
Spirit, healing, and how to become a fully developed
disciple of Jesus Christ.

Clark claimed that Carver’s prayers “believed utterly and
completely in the Power of God to answer prayer.”Clark’s
most dynamic experience was praying with Carver.

Clark’s book, The ManWho Talks with the Flowers, over
the years has been printed by several different
publishers. It is available in online bookstores and as a
new book. It is the book I personally most recommend.

Carver always dressed up with a fresh flower in
his jacket buttonhole. He sometimes gave the
flower away as a gift. His laboratory work began
early in the morning in fields and woods in
prayerful communion with God .

As a young man, Carver was acclaimed for his
paintings. He also was an excellent musician,
teacher of the Bible, and sought after for his ability
to heal people with herbal medicines.

Flower in the CranniedWall

Flower in the crannied wall,
I pluck you out of the crannies,
I hold you here, root and all, in my hand,
Little flower—but if I could understand
What you are, root and all, all in all,
I should know what God and man is.

Alfred Lord Tennyson (1863)
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TheManwhoTalks with the Flowers: The Life Story of Dr. GeorgeWashington Carver
by Glenn Clark Reviewed by Allen Johnson
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Rebuilding Back from Ruins —Allen Johnson
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TheHoly Lord God says to us,

“My favor will shine on you like the morning
sun, and your wounds will be quickly healed.
I will always be with you to save you; My
presence will protect you on every
side. 9When you pray, I will answer you.
When you call to Me, I will respond.” (Isaiah
58:8,9, GNT)

Those are happy words for God to say to us. More
encouraging words follow. Through a prophet, God
continues,

“…the darkness around you will turn to the
brightness of noon. And I will always guide
you and satisfy you with good things. I will
keep you strong and well. You will be like a
garden that has plenty of water, like a spring
of water that never goes dry. Your people will
rebuild what has long been in ruins, building
again on the old foundations.” (Isaiah
58:10b-12a, GNT)

This is a marvelous good that is envisaged and
promised…except there is an “IF” The “if ” is the part
we get to work out. Let’s start at the beginning.

God tells the prophet to scream out at top decibel.

“Tell my people Israel about their sins! They
worship me every day, claiming that they are
eager to know my ways and obey my laws.
They say they want me to give them just laws
and that they take pleasure in worshiping me.”
(Isaiah 58:1,2, GNT)

The people have been complaining that God is not
showing up to bless them with goodies. After all,
they are participating in the religious rituals of
sacrifice, fasting, and humbling themselves with
sackcloth and ashes. “Why should we fast if the Lord
never notices? Why should we go without food if God
pays no attention?” (v. 3)

The prophet retorts that there are obstacles as to why
God is not responding. The obstacles are the people’s
injustice, violence, stinginess, quarreling.

“The truth is that at the same time you fast, you
pursue your own interests and oppress your
workers. Your fasting makes you violent, and you
quarrel and fight. Do you think this kind of fasting will
make me listen to your prayers? (v. 3b, 4)

God makes clear that a right relationship with God
includes a right relationship with humanity that
includes a just covenantal relationship with those
who suffer poverty and exploitation.

The kind of fasting I want is this: Remove the
chains of oppression and the yoke of injustice,
and let the oppressed go free. Share your food
with the hungry and open your homes to the
homeless poor. Give clothes to those who have
nothing to wear, and do not refuse to help
your own relatives. (v. 6,7)

“If you put an end to oppression, to every
gesture of contempt, and to every evil word;
if you give food to the hungry and satisfy
those who are in need, then the darkness
around you will turn to the brightness of
noon. (v. 9b, 10)

***
The Bible repeats the message from the above Isaiah
chapter 58 passage over and over again. The Law of
Moses (Torah) includes social responsibilities. The
Prophets denounce not only idolatry and immorality
as affronts to God, but also exploitation of vulnerable
people and abuse of the land.

Jesus has clear teachings on heaven and hell about
those who help, or who do not help, desperate people
who are hungry, thirsty, imprisoned, homeless, alien.
(ref. Matthew 18:21-35; 25:31-46; Luke 16:19-31)

“The present crises, the bomb, unemployment, Third
World poverty, ecological peril, sexual unrest, are all in
large part theological problems,” contends Philip J. Lee
in his polemic book, Against the Protestant Gnostics.
(Oxford University Press, 1987. p. 243). “From both
the theological right and the left, religion is being
relegated to the psycho-personal and banned from the
socio-political areas of life. Thus, immediate problems
of environment, economics and nuclear armament are
held to be beyond the purview of religious thinking.”

Lee pounces on nationalism and greed as dark
spiritualized idolatries that church congregations at
the local level avoid confronting by escaping into
ritualized religion.

“It is there that an escapist Christianity falsely
separating the spiritual from the material, faith from
responsibility, the compassionate from the practical
must be challenged…those who have a great deal at
stake both financially and emotionally in support of
the system will not simply acquiesce.”

Challenging idols such as Nationalism and Mammon
can bring on harsh backlash and even persecution.
Lee writes, “Rather than technique, what is required is
a willingness to bear suffering in the name of Christ
for the purifying of his Church.” (p. 250)

So stand ready, with truth as a belt tight around
your waist, with righteousness as your
breastplate, and as your shoes the readiness to
announce the Good News of peace. At all times
carry faith as a shield; for with it you will be able
to put out all the burning arrows shot by the Evil
One.7And accept salvation as a helmet, and the
word of God as the sword which the Spirit gives
you. Do all this in prayer, asking for God's help.
Pray on every occasion, as the Spirit leads. For
this reason, keep alert and never give up; pray
always for all God's people. (Ephesians 6:14-18, GBT)

The world is beset with serious troubles. Yet let us
not despair, become complacent, or escape into
frivolity. God has created us to reflect His image and
do His will “on earth as it is in heaven.” Let us go
about this work of rebuilding back from ruins,
repentant of our failures, trusting in God’s
forgiveness, and empowered byThe Spirit. Then our
religious rituals will reflect the reality of our worship.

God has graced us to be His agents of healing,
reconciliation, peace. As we commit to this awesome
privilege and responsibility, God promises marvelous
blessings to the lands and inhabitants,

“When you pray, I will answer you. When
you call to Me, I will respond… Your people
will rebuild what has long been in ruins,
building again on the old foundations.”
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Renewable EnergyMicro-Grids—a pragmatic solution to increase community and economic resilience
By Janet Keating

Our country’s aging national electric grid consists
of poles, wires, transformers, power plants, etc.,

all interconnected to bring power to our homes,
schools, churches, and businesses. Unfortunately,
when one part goes down, everyone in an area may
lose service for hours, days, weeks or even longer.
Outages can spread for miles, sometimes over several
states. Extreme weather events are increasing in
frequency and intensity globally due to climate change
with devastating and often deadly impacts to the most
vulnerable populations.

As we know all too well, power outages can create
life-threatening issues when electrical power is
disrupted, especially for an extended period. We
remember the June 29, 2012, derecho, a powerful
straight-line windstorm in West Virginia, where more
than 670,000 residents were without power during a
time of intense July heat. It took more than a week for
electric companies to restore power to urban
communities andmuch longer in the rural areas of our
state.

The impacts were immediate and over the long-haul,
even life-threatening. Many businesses had to close
until power was restored, causing tremendous
economic losses. People were stranded because
gasoline pumps didn’t work, and only cash
transactions were accepted at businesses. The WV
National Guard was activated to deliver water
throughout many rural areas in the state since water
pumps for wells no longer had power. We were not
prepared for the scale and scope of this climate change
disaster. And as we face increasingly extreme weather
events-- floods, fires, hurricanes and tornados—our
nation and its leaders need to get serious about
increasing community resilience. Renewable energy
microgrids offer a pragmatic solution in the face of
disasters.

Microgrids are small electrical grids which serve a
small geographic area. Microgrids are more efficient
than our current massive grid because their energy is
created close to where it is used, and the power doesn’t
need to travel miles and miles across large
transmission lines. A microgrid can provide
uninterrupted power to essential public services, such
as, fire stations, police, churches, community centers,
and hospitals, increasing community resilience and
public safety.

Modern microgrids are “smart.” They have
sophisticated software and controls. Among other
things, this “intelligence” allows them to ‘island’ off
from the main grid. That means when they detect a
domino effect beginning to occur, microgrids can
separate and protect themselves from the trouble
occurring on the main grid. They stop relying on the
grid’s power plants and instead rely only on their own,
built-in resiliency (battery storage).

Whymicrogrids?

➢Microgrids offer local energy.

➢They tap into a growing desire for local control
over energy supply.

➢City governments, communities and businesses
want more say about where their energy comes from,
the fuel it uses, and how the energy is delivered.

The US Army installed its first microgrid in 2013 in
Fort Bliss, Texas, which includes a solar array, energy
storage system, and interconnection to the larger
energy grid. This installation foreshadowed the solar
industry's explosive growth, with the U.S. solar market
on track to quadruple by 2030.

In addition to increasing community resilience,
renewable energy microgrids reduce greenhouse
gasses, and can help strengthen national security to
protect against the ever-expanding domestic extremist
attacks on substations.

We need both the political will along with state,
federal and private investment in renewable energy
microgrids now to create community resilience
hubs— where critical facilities can maintain power
and serve public needs during extended power
outages. Powered by solar or wind, with battery
storage, renewable energy microgrids are a cleaner
alternative to gas-powered generators and can help
ease the transition away from planet and people-
harming fossil fuels.

A 2021 report conducted by Guidehouse Insights and
commissioned by Civil Society Institute, Millennial
Action Project and RMI shows lasting impact on local
economies and job growth from investing in
renewable energy, battery storage and controls for
microgrids.

Microgrids are not only a solution for climate
resilience, but also for economic resilience. The report
indicates that every $1 million invested in renewable
energy microgrid assets will create 3.4 skilled jobs and
$500,000 in economic benefits. Workers throughout
our nation’s former coal-producing regions could
benefit greatly through scaling up renewable energy
microgrids, especially here in West Virginia.

Microgrids are springing up in numerous places in
the US. Here are just three examples operating in
the U.S. (https://clean-coalition.org/community-
microgrids/microgrids-across-the-united-states/ )

Direct Relief Microgrid features:

Direct Relief (located in Santa Barbara, CA) runs the
largest distribution hub for humanitarian medical aid
in the US, with a state-of-the-art warehouse and
logistics facility. Its global logistics operations,
including a large stockpile of temperature-sensitive,
life-saving medical supplies, depend on electricity.

Fort Collins, CO, microgrid:

The microgrid project involves multiple customers
including the New Belgium Brewery, InteGrid, City of
Fort Collins facilities, Larimer County facilities, and
Colorado State University main campus facilities, as
well as a variety of distributed energy generation
technologies. It has received funding from the US
Department of Energy and from various industry
partners.

Beaverton, OR, microgrid:

The City of Beaverton and Portland General Electric
(PGE) collaborated on a microgrid that is connected
to PGE’s grid. The Beaverton Microgrid supports
resilient and clean power at the Beaverton Public
Safety Center, which houses the Beaverton Police
Department and Emergency Management program
and provides essential community services, including
private space for victim interviews, evidence storage
areas, and dedicated space for emergency operations.

The Civil Society Institute, The Millennial Action
Project, and RMI have released “Microgrids Now” a
short video explaining microgrids and the game-
changer they could be for US energy policy. You can
watch it here: https://www.microgridknowledge.com/
google-news-feed/article/11427067/what-is-a-
microgrid-watch-this-video
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Nature’s Best Hope: Your Own Homegrown National Park Article by Pat Hudson

“We are at a critical point of losing so many species from local ecosystems that
their ability to produce the oxygen, clean water, flood control, pollination, pest
control, carbon storage, etc, that is, the ecosystem services that sustain us, will
become seriously compromised.”

— Doug Tallamy

If you believe our current environmental
situation is hopeless, Doug Tallamy begs to
differ. He has a plan called HomeGrown
National Park that enables each of us to “ make
a measurable difference almost immediately.”
Tallamy hit upon the idea of empowering
homeowners across the country to restore
native plants to their property. “HomeGrown
National Park is the largest cooperative
conservation project ever conceived or
attempted.”

The concept behind HomeGrown National
Park is that because the total acreage of all our
National Parks and other public lands “are too
small and separated from one another” to
preserve all the critical species Earth needs to
remain healthy, private landowners will have to
be a huge part of the solution. The concept of

HomeGrown National Park is “a bottom-up call-to-action to restore habitat where
we live and work…extending national parks to our yards and communities.”

It doesn’t matter if you own a quarter acre, a hundred acres, or have a few pots
on a patio — by planting native plants, you’re supporting the insect life that is
critical for pollinating the plant life that sustains us all. And here’s the best part, if
you go to www.homegrownnationalpark.org you’ll find all the help you need to
get started in turning your own yard into part of the solution. The website offers
videos and other resources to help even non-gardeners. The very first step,
Tallamy says, is reducing the size of your lawn.

Tallamy refers to the typical American lawn as a “deadscape,” because the
average lawn doesn’t do any of the things that a healthy landscape should do.
“There are four things that every square inch of our yards need to be doing all the
time,” Tallamy says. (1) Sustain a viable foodweb, which means the plants in your
yard need to capture the energy from the sun and pass it on to other organisms.
(2) Sequester carbon, something that plants do continually, but grass does much
less efficiently than most. To make matters worse, every time a lawn is mowed,
whatever carbon the grass managed to capture, is released back into the
atmosphere. (3) Support diverse pollinator communities. Rid your yard of non-
native species, because native pollinators often can’t utilize them for sustenance.
(4) Manage watersheds. With lawns, most rainfall winds up as run-off, instead of
sinking into the ground to nurture plants. The grasses we use for our lawns have a
very short root system compared to other plants, so they do a particularly bad job
of retaining water.

There are more than 40 million acres of
lawn in this country, acreage which equals
the size of all of New England. Imagine if all
that “deadscape” could, instead, be
converted into life-giving landscape that
meets all four of the critical purposes listed
above.

This doesn’t mean you have to get rid of
your lawn entirely, but by reducing the size
of your lawn by planting more native plants
and trees, your property becomes part of the
solution instead of part of the problem. Best
of all, the HomeGrown National Park
website offers you a way to see the difference
you’re making through an interactive map
that keeps track of converted acreage across

the United States. It’s heartening to see the totals going up as more and more
people get on board.

Tallamy poses a question that all of us should take to heart. “What if each
American landowner converted half of his or her yard to productive native plant
communities? Even moderate success could collectively restore some semblance
of ecosystem function to
more than 20 million acres
of what is now ecological
wasteland.”

Who’d have thought you
could play a critical role in
saving the planet without
leaving your yard? Thanks
to Doug Tallamy and
HomeGrown National Park,
it’s possible. Let’s get to it!

Patricia Hudson is an accomplished freelance writer
from east Tennessee. She has written for magazines
including Country Living,Women’s Sports, Southern
Living, and Americana. Last year she debuted her first
novel, Traces, an historical retelling of the Daniel
Boone saga from the perspective of Boone’s wife,
Rebecca, and their two eldest daughters. This novel
is being well-received.
https://www.patricia-hudson.com

Pat is co-founder of LEAF to fight mountaintop
removal. She is a wise, encouraging, creative Steering Committee Member
of Christians For The Mountains.
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Through the eyes of a six-year-old, the world is
beautiful, fascinating and wonderfully fragrant

From the archives … since this was first written in
2015, we've been blessed with three more
grandchildren and the six-year-old in this essay is
preparing to enter high school! I publish it for one
reason. This memory really makes me smile, so I hope
it does you as well. I definitely consider it as relevant as
ever.

ALUM BRIDGE, W.Va. – On a table calendar that
belonged to my folks before they passed, there are
brief, positive statements to read as one starts the day.
Today’s is “A smile happens in a flash, but the
memory of it can last a lifetime.” If that is true – and I
believe it is – then I have many lifetimes of memories
just from one short weekend with our granddaughter,
Atleigh.

I learned from her, that from the perspective of a six-
year-old, the world is beautiful, fascinating and
wonderfully fragrant.

She was in, along with other family members, visiting
over the holiday weekend. They arrived on Friday
evening about supper time. With some neighbors on
vacation, I was making evening trips to their farm to
check on the chickens. I figured Atleigh would get a
kick out of that, so I asked her if she wanted to tag
along. She was in the car for the two-mile drive over
the “bumpy” (gravel) road before I could change my
shoes.

She chattered non-stop for the 10-minute ride, asking
me all sorts of questions about the mist hanging in
the hills from the rain that had quit just minutes
before she arrived, about what kind of animals lived
in the woods, and some other things that were spit
out so rapidly that I still don’t know what she said.

I didn’t need to. Her eyes said it all.

I had barely stopped the car before she bounded out
of it and ran towards the chickens roaming around
the yard. Laughing at their gait, her eyes were wide
and as full of joy as was her belly laugh. Since other
family members have chickens, she was soon telling
me what I needed to do. I, of course, did exactly as I
was told.

Later, as we meandered around the farm, checking
things, she noticed the nearby field of flowers that
covers much of the valley floor in the hollow where
we live. Immediately, she asked – exclaimed – “Can
we go on a flower walk!?”

I promised that we would, but pointed out it would
have to wait until the next day, as we needed to get
back and have supper. In a startling display of delayed
gratification, she agreed to wait a day. Her patience
was rewarded, for the time we would have spent
walking through the field was instead filled with one
deer sighting after another. By the time we had
finished our short drive back, this time taking 20
minutes so that we could look for and count the deer,
Atleigh had seen 20 deer, including five fawns.

After pointing out the passenger window at several
just before we reached the farm where we are living,
she turned to me, eyes as wide and as bright as they
could possibly be and held up her hand with her
fingers spread wide, saying, “Five! We saw five fawns
and 20 deers!” As soon as we parked, she hopped out,
ran into the house and announced our discoveries.
Her smile not only filled the room, it was instantly
contagious, and all were smiling, even though we
were all exhausted – some from a day of moving,
others from a long drive.

The next morning, before we “officially” began our
flower walk, Atleigh waited – not too patiently – for
me to finish my coffee. While waiting, she walked out
through the front yard and went directly to the
lavender. It drew her in like a magnet. She demanded
that everybody smell it. With genuine, appreciative
innocence, she blurted out, “It is so beautiful!” Again,
her eyes danced.

The Flower Walk had
begun. We each had our
own vase, though I soon
discovered that my job
was to pick the flowers
that she chose. She
arranged them. With each
addition, she would hold
the vase up to me and ask,

“Isn’t it beautiful?” She repeatedly insisted that I smell
her latest selection. In time, after a very leisurely and
meandering stroll, both vases were filled; we returned
to the farm house and put them in water.

Atleigh returned home yesterday. This morning, I
noticed that the flowers we had picked have faded.
What has not faded, though, is the memory of those
dancing, sparkling eyes – that smile full of wonder
and sheer joy. How sweet our memories are, that we
can take a moment – a flash of a smile – and live off
of it forever.

I can’t wait for our next adventure. I have plenty of
room for more memories, at least once I delete some
baseball statistics from the 1960s.

© Michael M. Barrick, 2015-2023. Permission given.

Michael Barrick is an
experienced and fearless
investigative reporter. He is
native toWest Virginia and
now resides with his wife

and nearby family in western North Carolina.

Barrick has recently compiled some of his
writings in a book, “Fractured Sanctuary: A
Chronicle of Grassroots Activists Fighting
Pipelines of Destruction in Appalachia.” He
publishes the Appalachian Chronicle.

https://appalachianchronicle.com/

A FlowerWalk Through a Child’s Eyes byMichael Barrick
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God’s Revelation: The Book of Holy Scripture andThe Book of Creation by Robert Gottfried

In 2021 the polling firm Ipsos polled a sample of
over three thousand American adults to learn

more about the general American population’s religious
beliefs. Among the many questions, the survey asked
“Which of the following activities do you personally find
the most spiritually fulfilling? Please select three.” The
response receiving the most votes was “Being outdoors
in nature.” Forty-five percent chose this activity
compared to 42% for prayer and 25% for “attending
religious worship.” Only 27% of respondents stated that
they attended a religious service once or more a week
compared to 40% who responded that they engaged in
the spiritual practice of being in nature once or more
times per week.

The results of the survey suggest a reality that spiritual
writers over the centuries have pointed to – that people
readily encounter God in nature.

The Book of Job, for instance, admonishes us:

… ask the beasts, andthey will teach
you; and the fowls of the air,
and they will tell you: Or
speak to the earth, and it will
teach you; and the fish of the
sea shall declare unto you.
Who knows not that the hand
of the Lord has done this?

Similarly, Psalm 19 proclaims:

The heavens are telling the glory of God,
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.

Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night declares knowledge.

There is no speech, nor are there words;
their voice is not heard;

yet their voice goes out through all the earth
and their words to the end of the world.

Spending time in the quiet of nature opens us to the
presence of God and helps us learn to listen to the
Spirit. Indeed, the Religions of the Book often refer to
creation as the Book of Nature. God speaks to us

through scripture and through the “words” God has
written with God’s own hands – God’s creation. As
Martin Luther said, “God writes the Gospel, not in the
Bible alone, but also on trees, and in flowers and
clouds and stars.” The saints tell us that to get to know
God well we need to learn to read both books because
each book helps us understand the other. This requires
us to develop “eyes that see’ and “ears that hear.”

Spending quiet, reflective time in nature opens us up,
helping God to move us away from those ways of life
that inhibit our growing closer to God and to others.
Christian tradition calls this process of opening to
God’s presence in all things “nature contemplation.”
Nature contemplation is crucial to our spiritual growth.
In nature we can learn lessons about patience, gratitude,
and humility. We can learn that even poison ivy and
greenbriers deserve our respect, that they, too, have an
important role to play in the world even if we don’t like
them. Then, when we encounter a problematic person
on the street, we remember that, if we can respect
greenbriers, we can stretch even further and respect this
thorny person, too.

As Pope Francis says,

“Contemplation, which leads us to an attitude
of care, is not a question of looking at
nature from the outside, as if we were
not immersed in it. But we are inside

nature, we are part of nature. …. Those
who contemplate in this way experience
wonder not only at what they see, but

also because they feel they are an
integral part of this beauty; and they

also feel called to guard it and to protect
it…. [T]hose who live to exploit nature
end up exploiting people and treating

them like slaves. This is a universal law.
If you cannot contemplate nature, it will
be very difficult for you to contemplate

people, the beauty of people, your
brother, your sister.”

Our alienation from God and from nature, of which
we are part, drives us apart from one another. If we fail
to see God where God is most discernible – in the
shrouded mountains, old-man oaks, rippling streams,
and twi-lit deer – we most likely will fail to perceive
God in our neighbors, fellow workers, and employees. It
will be all too easy to exploit both the mountains and
the people who call the hills their home, as well as to fail

to see the good that lies hidden below the surface in
those who cause us harm.

Contemplating nature is fun and enriching,
challenging and daunting. Like anything worthwhile it
requires effort and discipline … and yields great
rewards. Try this simple exercise: Go someplace where
you can be quiet and alone. Ask God to help you relax,
placing all your concerns at God’s feet. Ask God’s Spirit
to calm you and open you to God’s presence. Then go
out into the woods or your backyard, any place where
there is a bit of nature, and ask the Spirit to guide your
steps. Look high and look low, at the big things and the
tiny. When something catches your eye (or ear), take
time with it. Explore it with all your senses. Get to know
its details – how it smells; feels; what it looks like from
afar and up close. After you feel this “conversation” has
ended, thank whatever it is you spent time with and
move on, looking for someone else who would like to
converse with you. Try doing this for forty minutes or
so. Play. Have a good time. When you have finished ask
yourself how you felt and what you learned. Did God
touch you in some way during your time outside?

If you want to learn more about Christian nature
contemplation, Living in an Icon: A Program for
Growing Closer to Creation and to God by Gottfried and
Krueger provides an easy step-by-step approach to
growing in this practice. Like any spiritual practice
nature contemplation works best with a group, so
although you can do it alone, you probably will benefit
more if you do this with friends, family, or perhaps a
group from church. For this reason there also is a
Facilitator Guide for groups. If you would like more
information or have questions, please contact me at:
center@deepgreenfaith.org. The Center for Deep Green
Faith (deepgreenfaith.org) also can provide workshops
and retreats if you would like to explore those
possibilities.

Robert “Robin”Gottfried directs the
Center for Religion and Environment
and is Emeritus Professor of Economics
at Sewanee: The University of the
South. Robin specializes in sustainable
development, including Christian dimensions. Robin
facilitates “Opening the Book of Nature”programs.

Robin loves walking and working outside with his
wonderful wife in the woods and fields of their home
Cumberland Plateau, and singing and playing Latin
American, Appalachian and classical music.

“God speaks to us through
scripture and through the
“words” God has written with
Godʼs own hands – Godʼs
creation…each book helps us
understand the other.”
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The Center for Deep Green Faith byMary Foster

Believing that the environmental crisis is at root a crisis of spirit, the Center for
Deep Green Faith offers programs and support to individuals and faith

communities working toward healing, renewal and justice for all creation. While
the center is ecumenical and open to interfaith work, our offerings are deeply
grounded in the Christian tradition. Weaving together eco-theology and eco-
spirituality, the center’s programs invite deep reflection and community
engagement in the work of loving the world.

Our free monthly webinars explore
the intersection of faith, justice and
creation care. Recent topics have
included “Ecological Grief, Hope,

and Resurrection in the Environmental Crisis,” “A Green Reading of the
Resurrection Narratives” and “It’s All Connected: Creation Care and the Tapestry
of Liberation.” For more in-depth engagement, the Center offers multiple tuition
based interactive short courses throughout the year. Recent offerings such as
“Dirt Discipleship” and “Deep Green Faith” explore humanity’s relationship with
the earth and ways to expand and integrate creation care into all aspects of
church life.

The Center’s year-long certificate program, Contemplation and Care for Creation,
offers in-depth study of environmental theology, immersion into the practice of
nature contemplation and training to lead environmentally informed programs

in Christian education and spiritual formation. Using Living in an Icon,
participants learn to encounter the sacred in nature, interpret that experience and
apply those reflections to their work and relationships. Alongside practicing
nature contemplation, facilitating that practice for others and creating a green
rule of life, participants discuss readings in eco-theology and social science
related to creation care. The program fosters both a welcoming space for
exploring all facets of our kinship with God’s good work, and a supportive
community of like-minded people committed to healing and renewing humanity
and creation.

In addition to courses and online events, the Center also offers on-site
presentations, retreats and workshops as well as consultation with dioceses,
parishes and other faith communities to support their creation care initiatives.
More information may be found on the center’s website at deepgreenfaith.org.

Mary Foster helps facilitate the Center’s certificate
program, “Contemplation and Care for Creation.”She
also serves on the communications team and as board
secretary. Mary holds a B.A. in journalism from the
University of a North Carolina at Chapel Hill and an
M.T.S. from Duke Divinity School. She lives in Asheville,
NC where she enjoys hiking, writing and spending
time with her four grown children whenever possible.

“The environmental crisis
is at root a crisis of spirit.”

Learning Spiritual Lessons FromNature —Allen Johnson

Jesus often illustrates observations about nature to
teach a lesson. Should we worry about our food

and clothing? Jesus says that His Father gives food for
the birds, and clothes the flowers in magnificent
beauty. Jesus teaches about a sower who scattered
seeds, about looking to the sky to predict weather,
pruning vines, and dealing with weed infested fields.
Jesus begins His ministry by first spending 40 days in
a harsh wilderness. Jesus often went to isolated
nature settings to pray.

Robin Gottfried’s article on page 10 mentions a
small book, Living in an Icon: A Program for
Growing Closer to Creation and to God, as an
excellent guide to the two-millennia-long Christian
practice of learning from nature. To quote from
Gottfried’s writing,

Because all life comes from God, Living in an Icon does
not created separations between the natural and the
human or the body and spirit. The practices of Living
in an Icon stress the oneness of all experience as an
approach to life…the movement of God’s Spirit can be
found wherever we are and in whatever we are doing.

A good way to begin is to join a group that gathers
for a few days in a quiet natural setting. An
experienced facilitator guides the participants to find
a solitary place for a time of prayerful attentiveness
and attunement. As the group gathers back together,
each can share what she or he was taught by nature.

Nature can vibrantly teach spiritual lessons in
planned outdoor family settings, as my wife and I
personally can attest when raising our sons.

I want creation to penetrate
you with so much admiration
that wherever you go, the
least plant may bring you a
clear remembrance of the
Creator…one blade of grass or one speck of dust is
enough to occupy your entire mind in beholding the
art with which it has been made.

St. Basil the Great (329-379)

The heavens are
telling the glory
of God, and the
firmament
proclaims God’s
handiwork.
(Psalm. 19:1)
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Update OnThe Larry Gibson Biography Project —Allen Johnson

34 chapters in two volumes, 1148 pages with
footnotes. That is a draft edition of a biography of
Larry Gibson. This is the result of hundreds of
hours interviews with over 100 people, along with
exhaustive research into historical archives. This
involves untold hours of author time masterfully
writing compelling, lively, reader-friendly narrative.

Provisionally-titled, Appalachia Rising: How Larry
Gibson & Friends Took on King Coal, Dirty Money &
Climate Change, the volumes are going through fact-
checking and manuscript polishing.

Why this Book?

Larry Gibson influenced countless people to
advocate for environmental justice in their own part
of the world. Larry’s courage in the face of frequent
violence, his bulldog determination, his truthfulness,
and his joyous love of people was remarkable on its
own. Yet Larry grew up in a destabilized,
impoverished family, faced physical challenges of
small stature and speech impediment, encountered
social disparagement of being a “hillbilly,” and lived a
rough and sometimes unsavory early adulthood. In
mid-life he returned back to his beloved Kayford
Mountain. This birthed a transformation in his life as
he saw his homeland being destroyed by
mountaintop removal mining. His story is one of
personal redemption that sparked thousands of
people toward hope-inspired positive activism.

In spring, 2012, Larry began asking people to
consider writing his biography. Several of us agreed.

Late that summer, Larry died of a heart attack.
Reflecting back, we believe Larry knew his health to
be precarious, and that he might not live long. A
biography would carry on his vision.

After his death in September 2012, different people
were approached about writing the biography. Some
of us collected oral interviews and gathered papers as
preliminary research. When Marybeth Lorbiecki was
approached to write the biography, she agreed. With
financial support fromThe One Foundation,
Marybeth put her whole self into researching and
writing. Because she had never personally meet
Larry, she decided to begin by understanding his
childhood and early years. The biography follows suit,
other than the first chapter on a rally that shows
Larry and the movement he inspired in its full
manifestation.

What is Next?

While there will be people who would savor reading
1148 pages on Larry Gibson and the accompanying
people active in the fight against mountaintop
removal, a shorter volume of about ¼ that length
would reach more readers. Larry Gibson was
functionally illiterate until mid-life when he took
upon himself to get skilled help to learn to read well.
However, as a child, Larry enjoyed comic books with
the illustrated narratives. With this in mind, Larry’s
life and his inspired movement against mountaintop
removal would make for an incredible non-fiction
graphic-illustrated book. A similar contemporary
example is the "March" trilogy on the life of the late
civil rights advocate and congressman, John Lewis.

Thematerial in the present two-volumes provides
plenty of grist for a shorter biography.

During Marybeth’s research, many of the interviews
were recorded. Much of this material can be valuable
for future historians and storytellers. TheWest
Virginia University Library has a department that is
willing to archive these oral interviews as we get
permissions from the interviewees. We are in
constructive conversation with Lori Ann Hostuttler,
Interim Director of the West Virginia & Regional
History Center.

How the Book is Laid Out

The 34 chapters cover the full lifespan of Larry
Gibson. We are thankful for family members who
opened up about Larry’s early years in several homes
in West Virginia followed by a disillusioning move to
northern Ohio as an 11-year-old. Throughout his
childhood, home life was unstable and oft
impoverished. Teased for his stammering talk, Larry’s
best support was his older brother, Virgil Preston
Gibson. That is, until Virgil was killed when a
drunken driver ran into a group of boys. Larry was
bereft. Although his younger sister, Becky, provided
some solidity, Larry essentially quit school in fifth
grade and ran the streets. As a young adult, he
married and started a family, had steady employment
in janitorial work in the automotive industry, yet a
reckless streak eventuated in disabling injury. When
he relocated back to his beloved West Virginia
stomping grounds, he became angry as surface
mining began ripping mountains apart. The last two
dozen chapters detail stories of his fight and the fight
of the many companions he inspired to against
mountaintop removal mining.

Each chapter begins with a phrase appropriate to
Appalachian culture. Anecdotal stories abound in
the chapters, along with analysis of the movement,
and detailed footnotes. The 34 chapter titles will be at
our website, http://larrygibsonbio.com

About the Biography Excerpt On the Next Page

A favorite of mine, this
delightfully-written
selection represents the
delight and love young
Larry (picture)had for
Kayford Mountain that in
later adulthood ignited
his passion for protecting
it from total destruction.
His older brother and
Larry were truly free-

ranging kids intimate with the woods, knowledgeable
in foraging, and brave in wandering the hills and
hollers. Marybeth’s writing flair permeates every
chapter of this magnificent biography.
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Chapter 2 (Part 1)

Com’ on, Lar’, let’s go up Kayfor’!

Of course, Larry wants to go. Whenever he can, six-
year old Larry Gibson takes off after his older brother,
Virgil Preston. They edge past the small porches of the
coal shacks, ducking past outhouses, under wash lines,
and around roaming chickens into the sloping woods of
Kayford Mountain. So much shorter than his brother,
Larry strains to keep up, but eight-year-old Virgil
pauses to wait on him.

They follow the dirt trail up the east side of the
mountain, which sprawls like a forested triceratops
south of Charleston, West Virginia. Ridged and
knobbed, it’s tail is to the north with rolling hump of a
back to the southeast, body curling round the lower
mining city of Kayford, head lying west toward
Whitesville. Narrow communities, called hollers, are
crevassed in the hollows between the muscled folds of
her skin and legs.

The mountain feels alive to Larry, its powerful, beyond-
history heart beating, buzzing, growling, chirping,
rustling. Larry explains “the mountain has such a way of
drawing you to it and putting its arms around you.” The
spined summit of her back, rough-scaled with trees and
shrubs and little family farms with fruit orchards, rises
more than 2,800 feet above sea level, one of the state’s
highest peaks. The ridge top is a great shortcut from
mining holler of Decota to Kayford Mountain
settlement, at the saddle pass of the mountain, where
their dad grew up.

Virgil Preston needs no compass, map, or directions,
and Larry needs nothing but Virgil. The boys are
hungry, as usual. Meals are not something they can
count on. But on the other side of the mountain in
lower Kayford town, at the base of the mountain, Aunt
Vondie is sure to give them something hot to eat --
maybe some beans and fried cornpone, or biscuits and
gravy.

On the way, the boys find some wild spring food to
gnaw on or the occasional fermented fruit
overwintering on hanging limbs. The many birds, from
warblers to hawks, talk on them as they pass.

Larry keeps his eyes out for baby wildlife, picking up

orphans to raise. “People used to make fun of me,”
Larry will tell long after, “and say I was my father’s
retarded son—they’d call me that, you know? One of the
things they couldn’t understand was that I was able to
get close to the wild animals. I’d go out in the woods
and come home with bobcat or a squirrel or a coon.”

The mountain isn’t tame, though, with just baby animals
or small harmless critters. Copperheads and black
bears, red fox and gray fox, and the mythic black
panthers call those woods their home. “I would never
let my kids wander like that up the mountain,” his sister
later says, “it wasn’t safe, ... but my parents and the boys
thought nothing of it.”

In fact, the danger is part of the appeal, that feeling of
being a Cherokee or Daniel Boone, able to survive in
the wilderness. Up any hillock, round any bend or
thicket of trees, the boys may startle a bear or snake, but
also white-tailed deer or wild goats, rabbits and coons,
red and flying squirrels, opossum and skunk, shrew and
gopher, salamanders and turtles.

Some animals you’d steer clear of, some you’d try to
tame a bit, and others you’d shoot with your homemade
bow and arrow or slingshot, or trap. “Twelve chipmunks
make a sandwich” is the common saying round those
parts, and common eating.

“It was a wonderland, you know,” Larry remembers.
“You could hear the animals. The woods like to talk to
you. You could feel a part of Mother Nature.”

The boys would swing from grape vines and whistle
back at the birds. They’d wade the little cricks or cross
on log bridges. When thirsty, they’d cup their hands at
one of the streams and fish with the hook of a shiny
safety pin. “Growing up here was an adventure every
day,” Larry says. All his life, Larry would look back with
joy on these memories of his brother and the mountain
-- before the accident changed everything.

***************

It takes about an hour to get up to the top. Larry is
always last to the Kayford crown, but each time he
crests that ridge top his chest expands in a rush. From
that vista, he is king of West Virginia, king of the world.
He and Virgil can see the far away peaks all around and
look down on the hollers below, watching the enormous

coal trucks moving through the valley, looking like little
metal Matchbox toys.

Scanning the magnificent rollings of purples, greens,
and blues, with the weather blowing in, it feels like you
have God’s view, as powerful as anyone. Up here, Larry
doesn’t feel like the smallest of the pack. Here he is part
of something bigger and more spectacular than
anything he can make or do on his own.

From the summit, they wander down into the Stanley
Cemetery, where many of their kinfolk rest in peace,
then on down the curving hill into the leavings of
Kayford Mountain village, the beginnings of a ghost
town. The one-room schoolhouse and first Baptist
Church with its three white concrete crosses in the yard
look battered by near abandonment. The many family
cousins of the Holstein branch and Great Uncle Sven
and Aunt Mollie Stanley still live up here. But most of
the rest of the family are exiled into Kayford town and
among the coal camps around the mountain, with folks
going up the home place on weekends and holidays for
berry or fruit picking, or ranging the woods for game,
mushrooms, ginseng, ramps, herbs, and greens.

The remains of Larry’s grandparent’s old log cabin like
burnt bones are scattered near its old cellar. The boys
rest on the big stone left from the Gibson family
fireplace. Their dad had warmed himself here with his
sisters—Verna (older) and Vondie (younger)—and their
little brother Vernon, whom everyone now called Hoot.

Kayford Mountain feels like it belongs to the boys. It’s
been in their Grandmother Dulcie Stanley’s family and
their extended relatives since the 1700s. Some great
grandmother Stover ancestors had settled there during
the Indian wars, which pushed out the Kanawha,
Moneton, Shawnee, and Cherokee peoples. Larry would
someday empathize with their loss, but not at the age of
six.

***************

Sitting on his family’s hearth stone, he only knows he
belongs here. It would be on this stone and this
mountain that he would build a life that would affect
the world.

Appalachia Rising: How Larry Gibson & Friends Took on King Coal, DirtyMoney, & Climate Change
ByMarybeth Lorbiecki (Note: This is an excerpt from a yet- unpublished draft of a two-volumework in progress)
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A Crass Manipulation to Expedite TheMountainValley Pipeline
The Legislative Coup d’Eat Against Court and Regulatory Agencies —Allen Johnson

Subverting Democracy

On June 3, 2023, President Joe Biden signed into
law H.R. 3746, “The Fiscal Responsibility Act of
2023.” Many economists praised this as bipartisan
“must pass” debt ceiling increase to avert a national
financial collapse. A vocal minority of Republicans
and Democrats contended against the bill to leverage
particular issues. See https://www.congress.gov/bill/
118th-congress/house-bill/3746/text

At the e end of the lengthy bill is the following: SEC.
324. EXPEDITING COMPLETION OF THE
MOUNTAIN VALLEY PIPELINE. “The Congress
hereby finds and declares the timely completion of
construction and operation of the Mountain Valley
Pipeline is required in the national interest.

A few paragraphs later: “Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, Congress hereby ratifies and
approves all authorizations, permits, verifications,
extensions, biological opinions, incidental take
statements, and any other approvals or orders…for
the initial operation at full capacity of the Mountain
Valley Pipeline.”

Language specifically singles out the Army
Corps of Engineers (stream and wetland
crossings), the Department of Agriculture
(U.S. Forest Service), Department of Interior
(Endangered Species), and all state agencies
that operate under federal environmental law,
to authorize within 21 days the Mountain
Valley Pipeline (MVP). Up to this point, the
MVP has failed to satisfy certain regulatory
agency criteria.

This bill also disempowers the Fourth
District Court of Appeals that has upheld
regulatory agency decisions unfavorable to
the MVP. “Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, no courts shall have
jurisdiction to review any action taken…[by
the regulatory agencies]….whether issued
prior to, on, or subsequent to the date of
enactment of this section, and including any

lawsuit pending in a court as of the date of enactment
of this section.”

Predicting a legal challenge to the bill’s section,
language is inserted to mandate
a change in court venue away
from the Fourth District. “The
United States Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia
Circuit shall have original and
exclusive jurisdiction over any
claim alleging the invalidity of
this section or that an action is
beyond the scope of authority
conferred by this section.

In other words, this section of the bill throws
regulatory agencies and courts under the bus. It
undermines established environmental laws and
procedures while taking court redress away from
the people. This section of the law is a shameful,
utterly disrespectful assault on our people’s
democracy!

Even civic-minded people who support the
construction of the MVP should be mortified at this
subversion of best legal practices.

Brief Background on the MVP
TheMountain Valley Pipeline began its filing with the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) in
October 2015, for a 303 mile 42” pipeline from the
fracking fields in northwest West Virginia into
southern Virginia, to be in service by late 2018 at a
projected cost of $3.3 billion (now $6.6 billion). An
additional 75-mile pipeline into North Carolina, the
Southgate Extension, was later added, then rescinded
as projected costs ratcheted up to $2.5 billion, yet
now revived with the passage of the Debt Ceiling bill.

Construction commenced in February 2018.
According to the MVP, the pipeline is 90% complete.
However, adversaries claim the pipeline is about 57%
complete hundreds of the water and wetland
crossings have not been done. As construction
proceeded, hundreds of serious environmental
violations piled up for failure to control sediment-
laden water, landslides on steep slopes, and
inadequate reseeding. Landowners are rightfully
concerned since objective baseline water testing has

not been done to legally
settle before and after
claims to well-water
contamination.

Because there are so few
environmental and safety
inspectors, violations are
often unnoticed. An
organization, West
Virginia Rivers Coalition,
is training citizen

volunteers to monitor water quality and erosion.

As the MVP gained momentum, so did opponents.
Objections included pollution of water, erosion of
soils, spoiling of scenery, danger of pipeline
explosion, loud compressor stations and noisy night
construction, and the eminent domain land grab for
private corporate profit. An operational MVP would
start in communities with destructive, health-
impairing fracking, and lock-in fossil fuel power
generation for many decades further accelerating
climate change.

“Mountain Valley Pipeline” Roanoke Times
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HowTheMVP GotThis Law Passed
During the first half of 2022, President Joe Biden was
stymied in his efforts to pass a major bill that would
include major provisions to increase the nation’s use
of clean renewable energy. Joe Manchin, a Democrat
Senator fromWest Virginia, was a major obstacle to
Biden’s initial proposals. However, in late July, Biden
and Manchin came to an agreement that then paved
the way to the passage and enactment of what is
called the “Inflation Reduction Act” (IRA).

Behind the doors to gain his support of the IRA,
Manchin made a handshake deal with Biden, House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, and Senate President Chuck
Schumer to back his forthcoming bill to ensure the
prompt construction of the MVP and fast track other
fossil fuel infrastructure projects. Reader might note
that Manchin is the largest recipient in Congress of
campaign funds from fossil fuel industries.

In September 2022, Manchin tacked on his 91-page
“Energy Reform Permitting Bill” onto a Continuing
Resolution bill that would need to pass before
October 1 to avert a government shutdown. Outraged
citizens across the nation rallied to oppose
“Manchin’s Dirty Deal.” Joe Manchin pulled his bill
when he realized he did not have Republican support
while facing significant Democrat opposition.

Again in December 2022, Manchin tried the stunt
again, this time attaching his bill to a “must pass”
Defense Authorization Act. Again, citizen activists
rallied and Congress did not approve the bill.

However, by May 2023, the nation was facing an
economic crisis if borrowing capability over expiring
current debt ceiling was not addressed. After
contentious, politics-fueled maneuvering, Congress
bipartisan-passed a debt-ceiling bill in early June.
Manchin and his Republican counterpart, Senator
Shelley Moore Capito, successfully tacked onto the
bill the expedited approval of the MVP. An
amendment to strip the provisions on the MVP was
unsuccessful.

Not Giving Up

A rally was held June 8 in front of the White House
fence. Someone suggested a Divine warning that
Washington, DC was under Code Purple “Very
Unhealthy Air” that day from the Canadian
wildfires exacerbated by hot dry weather from
climate change. The previous day I and others in a
West Virginia contingent joined other state groups to
visit congressional offices, some we challenged and
others we thanked.

Until this Bill’s recent passage, construction of the
MVP had been stalled for some time due to court and
regulatory agency decisions. As I write this (June),
MVP is now gearing up to resume construction.
Serious concerns about deterioration of coating on
long-exposed pipe are being raised. People are being
mobilized to train to monitor water and erosion.

Nationally, people are being awakened to the
erosion of long-established procedures to protect
our nation’s lands and waters.

Will moneyed special interests prevail? Or will
enough people stand stoutly for justice, integrity,
and rule of law that respects citizens now and
future?

Ramona
Big Eagle,
acclaimed
Tuscarora
storyteller,
talks with
Allen
Johnson

Maury Johnson, a West Virginia farm
owner whose water has been ruined since
the early MVP construction.

Bernadette
B. J. Lark
inspired us
with fiery
speech and
soulful song
to “Keep Our
Eyes on the
Prize and
Hold On.”

“Third Act” Seniors in “Rocking Chair” Protest
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Fact:We have an environmental Emergency. Our top
priority must be to stop emissions. Moving technology
achievements from the lab to mass implementation is a
key to survival.

We’ve got to grow up fast!!!

This means society as a whole must evaluate tech
achievements and implement quickly that which can do
the most good. For example, some say that if we
change hydrogen or ammonia production to green or
renewable powered plants that those then are winners. Not
true when reviewed scientifically or even with a modicum
of common sense. Our leadership/decision-makers need to
do their homework first.

Hydrogen is not a small-vehicle powering likelihood. It is
not as efficient as electricity especially with coming battery
improvements. It may still work for a few applications but is
not a priority to get at the biggest challenges. Even when
made with renewable power we have bigger fish to fry.

Ammonia can also be made using renewable power and
thus continue to grow food more productively with less
emissions. However, that is not the biggest and best way to
stop those emissions. Ammonia is broadly spread over
fields to raise yields. We do this at great cost to our water-
ways and the farmer’s and food buyer’s pocketbooks. Just
using renewable power to make the stuff doesn’t solve the
application problem. Testing shows field automation is
very smart and can spot direct not just fertilizers but also
pesticides. Each plant and weed is targeted and monitored.
Yes, we will know and record every plant’s progress and ev-
ery weed’s demise. This reduces the use of chemicals by
95%! It works on ground vegetables to fruit trees. Equip‐
ment to analyze, record and robotically apply has a
speedy return on investment. We can ‘gift' it to farmers
by better use of the Farm Bill.This is doing our very best.

Getting smarter faster is do or die. The NRCCC, the
National Religious Coalition on Creation Care, met with
Senator Mitch McConnell's right-hand aide on December
8th and requested this be brought to his attention for the
Farm Bill. He said he would. So, what happened?This is not
doing our very best.

We have so little time to get the best things done so no time
for historic ways of helping farmers.

Ethanol was said in 2019 to reduce gasoline fuel pollution
by 39%. However, the additional use of 6.9 million acres
and increased corn production by 8.7% was apparently not
considered. They also may have left some of the processing,
shipping and other emissions out. Why? It may have been
because it was a USDA study, a food-based group. A more
thorough study done by the US Department of Energy last

year determined ethanol in gasoline was 24% more carbon
intensive than just using gasoline. Science must be
accurately considered to make the best decisions. This was
and is not doing our very best.

In the US we are losing 16 miles of latitude annually for
many crops due to climate change
heat and lack of water for irrigation. Ask Cargill why they
sold their livestock business in Texas. Ask them why they
are not doing capital expenses south of Nebraska. Ask them
why they are buying property north of our border. This
privately held company does things based on science.
They’ve got the best to inform them. Our country should
consider their decision making, not buying Canada, but say
growing food in controlled environments.

Hydroponics, and other indoor food production methods
work and can feed many. We will need lots of these and
distribute them broadly. Relatively small automated food
production systems can feed the currently starving and
soon to be a starving world. We can grow food year-round
using much less water, less fertilizer, very little or no
pesticides and automation to do the planting, feeding and
harvesting. It works 365/24/7 and with solar power, newest
batteries, robotics and LED grow lights it is a long-term
winner. Sadly, these will not be needed where the climate
change has already made land unsustainable and people left
as refugees. The task is relatively easy and relocates with
populations on the move.

As a society we make choices every day, but too few smart
choices that can save many. We have proven many helpful
technologies but are way too slow in support of these
obviously smart choices.

What about powering our future without fossil fuels?
How can we be smarter there?

Last summer Princeton announced long-lasting, low-cost
photovoltaics.This is a big deal and brings something called
perovskite into success. It is solar collecting finally with
high-efficiency and made with easily available material and
created at room temperature. It is even coated on low cost
plastic and finally is proven to remain >80% effective after
30 years. Some estimates are for these systems to have a 3-
year return on investment. Smart efforts will crank this
nano-based sandwich into mass production in every state.
It can be made in a DIY format to bypass high-labor cost
and utility grid dependency. After we US free power we
should send these out freely to his climate change hard.
Drop solar not bombs.

Batteries by the end of this year will be 500 Wh/kg. This is
almost twice Tesla's just arriving next gen cylindrical bat-
teries. Tesla is said to be getting these advanced batteries too

and are ‘second in line’. However, it will likely be 2-3 years
or more before these get made in the US so buyers can re-
ceive the government savings. Other new batteries are com-
ing too. For example, solid-state could help weight, efficien-
cies and charging rates as well. Also, sulfur-based develop‐
ments are also performing well in labs. Some of these bat-
tery achievements can recharge in 10 minutes - 15 if not
preheated. Iron-rust based batteries are coming on-line
soon to support renewable in utility-sized apps. Moving
more quickly on all these fronts would be doing our best.

By the way, Australia just shut down their biggest coal plant.
Huge change. It may be happening for the cost savings, but
recently a full week of power for the whole state of Victoria
made so much renewable power that the cost for all power
demand was less than zero. Likely stored or sold the excess.

Some leading scientists say we are on target to go from 8-9
billion to one/half to 1 billion planet-wide population. This
is the outcome if we fail to do our very best. Surviving
requires a balanced atmosphere. Death by starvation and
high Heat Index Days (heat with humidity) has started. It
might be the general fate unless we use science-based and
automation-capable plans and implement them ASAP.

No fooling around now.

Says a friend, Jim Davidson, “We have been targeting the
wrong ways to fix this. We know the way forward and sadly
keep burning fossil fuel in huge amounts. We live in leaky
huge houses. This is untenable, and it is past-time to enforce,
bully or entice society into what we know works. It is better
for our health and economy.”

Jim just got home from Sweden as he begins the hard work
of starting the import of 'net zero' small housing built with
automation. Great example.

Now, get going… or perish.

Dave Carroll is an inventor,
designer, and builder of a
myriad of technological
products used by many major
corporations. He is CEO of AV
Exit, LLC. https://avexit.com

https://www.linkedin.com/in/
inventordavecarroll

Dave Carroll is a committed
Christian with a passion to develop technology to
address climate change. He is a long-time friend of this
Editor through our mutual association with the
National Religious Coalition on Creation Care.



WhoWe Are by Caitlin Butcher

TheMountain Vision Summer 2023Christians For The Mountains Page 17

I have spent so much time on the top of Stanley

Park; there’s a feeling you get the moment you step

foot up there. You may not notice it at first but like a

word waiting to be spoken, a subtle calling of life and

peace and joy can creep up and often even

overwhelm you.We want to make Stanley Park a

place where everyone can feel the past, experience

the present, and celebrate the future of not only the

park but the entire community within the Holler.

Children today are in desperate need of a place

that is safe and fun where they aren’t trapped inside,

and the potential to bring back the park could mean

instilling real-life useful values and a sense of

community that seems long forgotten. A place where

we can communicate skills and create can-do people

to help us love and care for our home here in the

Hollers and throughout the state.We want to be able

to build character and create action within the

community to take care of our home and come

together to make it better for everyone.

We want to instill knowledge of West Virginia’s rich

history and culture with the youth and get together

and create the joys and sense of family that I feel is

slowly being lost with time. Our main goal is to help

our community enrich who they are one skill, one

hand, one neighbor at a time.With the possibilities

from our holler folk and programs willing to come

and help us learn from we can achieve just about

anything. The quality of connections in West Virginia

needs to be mended and celebrated together in trust

and care or it will erode. There is no greater

benevolent answer for our community’s issues that’s

going to fall at our doorstep, there is only us.

“As we enjoy great adventures from the inventions
of others, we should be glad for the opportunity to
serve others by an invention of ours, and this we
should do freely and generously”

–Benjamin Franklin

Our children need us, because this world will not

protect them, and these mountains are all we have.

It’s in our blood to strive and push forward through

the darkest of times, and it’s up to us to make sure

we are safe, protected and cared for. This does not

apply to only Kayford but to all of Appalachia, our

sense of family and community is being ripped apart.

We have gone from being able to stay out until the

streetlights came on to being afraid to let our

children go more than a block away on their own.

Like a sickness, this will not mend on its own.We want

more than anything to provide that safety

and sense of care for all members of our

community. More than friends, more than

neighbors, you are our family and that is

something that will never be taken lightly.

We want to thoroughly improve our lovely

park that has been a staple for our rich

history and share all that we can from Larry,

the elders, and the very souls within our

Holler while improving our community.

Playgrounds for children, active events and

picnics, classes on first aid and wildlife,

archery, environmental preservation, and planting

new generations of trees and other biodiverse plants

to help bring back the land. These are our main goals

for The Stanley Heirs Park, any and every skill is

welcomed as we should learn from one another,

teach one another and guide one another as our

families did for us and the generations before them.

The Elders that helped found and preserve this

amazing place since 1992 will be the support and

guidance that will continue to help enrich the quality of

our community and lives. Their message of love for

family, the mountains, wildlife, and our people will not

only be heard but spread beyond our time when our

generation is long gone and the next can carry it

forward. Something needs to be done to preserve our

mountain. The park has had a rough few years and

something has to happen quickly. Not tomorrow, not

next week, not next year, now. If nothing is done to the

park, just like everything we hold dear about us,

everything that we want to be heard and shared and

celebrated will all fall in on itself just like the

unmaintained remains of the park.

“To stay ahead, you must have your next idea
waiting in the wings”- Rosabeth Moss Kanter

This large stone greets
people as they enter the
Stanley Heirs Park on
Kayford Mountain. On the
surrounding wooded 57
acres Stanley Family
Foundation land is a
family cemetery, cabins,
and a picnic shelter and
stage. Vandalism is a
problem that presence on
the mountain will curb.

Caitlin is a Stanley family member and relative of the late
Larry Gibson. She is an AmeriCorps volunteer with
Mother Jones Community Foundation under the
direction of Maria Gunnoe.

Caitlin’s family (above) currently lives in Cabin Creek,
WV, with hopes to move to Kayford.

Travis, Caitlin, and Jasmine
photo by Allen Johnson
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A ChristianVision of Trees by Frederick J. Krueger

A Christian Vision of Trees by Fred Krueger

When God created the world, God created trees.
Since that primordial time forests have served an

essential role in the life of the world. They are variously
defined as “the lungs of the planet,” “the symbol of
creation,” or as “vital for life on Earth – because they
purify the air, filter the water, stabilize hillsides and
minimize erosion; they sequester CO2 and serve as a
critical buffer against climate change, and much more.

Despite their vital roles, forests are under threat. They
may be critical for the health of the planet, but human
society continues to abuse and lose forests at a rapid rate,
along with endangered plants and animals that depend
upon them.

On the great issues of society, Christians expect to find
direction through Scripture. But when we look at forest
issues, we don’t think of Scripture as providing definitive
guidance. Is this because the Bible has no guidance on
forests, or is it that we have not dug deep enough to
identify that guidance? It is my firm opinion that
Christian Scriptures contain a well defined theological
ethic and vision of forests. But just as trees are scattered
around the world and assume different forms, so too we

find guidance and commentary on forests scattered
across the Bible, and assuming different forms. But once
these citations are aggregated together, there can be no
dispute that the Bible contains a distinct ethic and clear
guidance on the care and keeping of the world’s forests.

The simplest way to articulate this vision is to
comprehensively tour references to trees in the Bible.
This means a methodical survey that evaluates all the
appearances of trees and forests. Along the way we will
pick up voices from the prophets and those with special
understanding of forests. In this way we will discover, not
just a more comprehensive grasp of biblical passages
regarding trees and forests, but the missing Christian
vision and ethic of forests.

Our starting point begins where we first encounter an
identification of the purpose of the human person. We are
told we are made in the image and likeness of God
(Genesis 1:26). These are two very different qualities. One
defines our essential nature; the other provides a sense of
direction regarding what we are destined to become. Being
in the image of God, we identify our character; our
likeness defines what we may become if we actualize our
potential. The concept of likeness will never again appear
in the Old Testament. It will only be when we reach the
New Testament, where we find likeness defined. It is a
quality we must achieve. For Christians, Jesus defines the
likeness of God on earth.

Next, we are to have “dominion” (Genesis 1:28, KJV). This
word derives from the Latin “dominus,” which simply
means Lord. Dominion means we are to assume the
attitudes of the Lord and deal with the earth as the Lord
would deal with it. We should pause here and admit that
for a long time many western Christians associated the
command of dominion to mean control and domination.
But that meaning originates from a false and wrong

understanding of the Lord. The Lord gives an example of
service, love and sacrifice. His life is one of nurturing,
protecting, blessing, caring, and healing. These are the
qualities that exemplify dominion. When dominion is
applied to forests, we must engage and apply these
virtuous qualities translated to forests and the services
they provide. This means we are to respect the forests and
acknowledge their purposes in the world. It takes only a
short reflection to recognize the role that forests provide
(i.e., clean air, pure water, soil stabilization, habitat for the
community of life, plus a variety of esoteric natural
services). Human dominion, rightly applied, must
preserve these purposes and see them sustained and
enhanced through thoughtful stewardship. Dominion
does not relate merely to forests, but characterizes every
aspect of human interaction with the larger world. As we
correct our application of this term, this elevates our
interface with the world and includes other people and the
life of the world.

In this same verse we are told to “replenish the earth.”
Replenish in its simplest form means to restore and “put
back” what we use. When this directive is applied
consistently, it informs all of human interaction with the
natural world. Initially this provides a biblical basis for
recycling. More broadly it means that as we use the
substances of the earth, we maintain their availability and
fruitfulness. If we plant crops, this means we are sensitive
to preserving soil fertility. If we take fish from the river,
we ensure the abundance of the fishery. The concept of
restraint is hidden in this task as we cannot take so much
that the fruitfulness of the resource is depleted. If we cut
a tree, not only do we replant another, but we are alert to
preserving the integrity and functioning of the natural
processes that forest systems cultivate and sustain.

This much is only the surface definition of replenish. The
English word replenish is a translation from the Hebrew
term “ml *” which is far more complex in meaning. The



TheMountain Vision Summer 2023Christians For The Mountains Page 19

(Continued from previous page) A ChristianVision of Trees

ancient original meaning encompasses several restorative
actions. Historically it mandated maintenance of the
original character of creation. It asks humans to be
thankful for and commend back to God whatever we use.
This is a prayerful quality that consecrates the things of the
world back to God in thanksgiving. As things are offered
up to God, a reciprocal action of blessing and healing gives
these materials a restorative and regenerative quality. This
maintains a primeval fresh quality to the world (Genesis
1:28). Restoration applied to forests implies preservation
and respect for their presence and continuation of their
function in the world.

This principle of replenishment is so important that after
the flood when God makes a covenant with Noah and
future humanity, this quality is again mandated (Genesis
9:1). This indicates replenishment is a timeless human
responsibility. Without fidelity to this key quality, humans
would deplete and degrade the world. In fact we already
witness some of this in our world today.

Biblical historians observe that many ancient authors
combined to produce the books of the Old Testament.
They identify at least four distinct and different creation
stories in the bible. The first and most recent account
reads from Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3; it concludes with
the seventh day at Genesis 2:3 which ends with a blessing
and then God rests.

At Genesis 2:4, a second more ancient account of creation
begins. Here trees suddenly appear. What are these trees?
They are described as trees of beauty and edible trees, but
there are also what might be called metaphorical trees
that reflect complex spiritual concepts. The two
metaphorical trees are the Tree of Life and the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil (Gen. 2:9). These are
not natural trees, but trees which symbolize complex
concepts. An easy example of a metaphorical tree is the
idea of a family tree.

Metaphorical trees were abundant in the religions of
antiquity. In Judaism, the Tree of Life is referred to as the
Torah. An alternative meaning is all the laws and rules that
Jews were told to observe. Thus the Tree of Life is the
whole system of belief and value that opens the spiritual
world and its energy into the material world. Generally we
can define the Tree of Life as the symbol and gateway by
which the spiritual realm of light and love pour blessings
of life into the physical world to lift up its people.

The Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil is vastly
different. It represents the
world of duality. It
includes the realm of light
and dark that exists in
conflicting right and wrong
actions. This tree is complex.

It introduces evil into the
world. Evil is simply what is wrong, or backwards. A key to
grasping the root of evil is hidden in the symbolic spelling
of this word. Notice how evil is L-i-v-e spelled backwards.

Trees are introduced to humans.
As we go through Scripture, no
other living organism will appear
more frequently than trees. Trees
are mentioned over five hundred
times. This fact indicates that the
tree is the single most important
non-human organism in Scripture.
Nevertheless they hold a deeper
meaning beyond mere numerical frequency.

A few verses further into Genesis, God assigns the first
work task to humans. They are told to “dress and keep”
creation. These are archaic terms for the Hebrew words
“avad” and “shamar.” They were agricultural terms and
can be understood as farmers might understand them.
“Avad” involves the raising and nurturing of plants with
care and sensitivity. “Shamar” is protection from harm,
from pollution or any despoliation.
They define the character of right human relationships to
the world. A more modern translation might be “to
cultivate and serve.” To bring this phrase into a modern
context we are to ensure that our behavior is raising up
the world, or improving it while protecting it from
pollution, harm, or any form of destruction (Gen. 2:15).

It is helpful to reflect on what we are defining. What does
it mean when we apply these principles to forests? We are
to nurture forests, and allow them to fulfill their
appointed role in creation. We may take trees for building
or wood or fuel, but we may not degrade the resource nor
jeopardize the function of forests within the ecosystem.
We must also ensure there is nothing abusive such as
clearcutting or the modern concepts of salvage logging
after a fire or logging for wood chips as a fuel substitute.
This is because those actions degrade the larger ecosystem.

Scripture serves as the operating handbook for the
management of the planet. A good farmer knows how
important it is to read the operating instructions after he
buys a new tractor. Tractors are expensive and it can be
easy to make a mistake that costs a lot in repairs. The Bible
can be considered the Manufacturer’s operating handbook
for the proper use of the planet. If we fail to apply the
operating instructions, it can be expensive to correct
errors. This reminder helps us apply these operating
guidelines imbedded in Scripture and apply them to their
global context. If Christians observed the teaching in the
Bible, we would never have lost so much of the world’s
great forests or caused so much global pollution.

Right after this command to care for the earth, and avoid
any degradation, the first explicit instructions appear
about the use of trees. Humans are told to enjoy all that is
associated with the Tree of Life and its life giving
qualities. At the same time humans are to avoid and not
“eat” from the Tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Eating that “tree” brings the previously unknown concept
of death. This becomes the demarcation point between
the paradisal state of unlimited bright goodness in
contrast to the fallen world of time and space, duality,
misunderstandings, accidents, sickness, sorrow, sin and
death (Gen. 2:16-17).

The next instruction deceptively seems like a simple task.
God tellsAdam to “name the creatures.” In Hebrew, the
language in which this assignment was given, this has
unique and surprise meaning. Every letter in Hebrew has
a specific meaning that relates back to how God creates
the world. Each of its 22 letters is shaped in teardrop
form to symbolize its descent from heaven. In this
system naming the creatures is not arbitrary as it might
seem to be in English. It is a precise reflection and
identification of the qualities of God’s energies that are
vitalizing each creature’s being. To proceed in this task
requires an understanding of each letter’s meaning in
which consonants shape physical form while vowels,
never written, are life enhancing. This process identifies
the psychic and spiritual forces alive within each plant
and animal.

Naming connects each creature back to its Creator and
shows how it is in God and by God. This action has the
effect of providing the naming person with an insight to
how every living thing has a sacred character. Another
effect is that it requires each person to meet every living

A Celtic symbol
of The Tree of Life

Art by Trent Dee Stephens



Christians For The Mountains Mountain Vision Summer 2023 Page 20

(Continued from previous page) A ChristianVision of Trees

thing. A sacred community of life emerges. A recognition
of the intrinsic value of each plant or animal is cultivated
which avoids a utilitarian relationship to the community
of life. Many centuries later, Saint Paul will use this
model when he introduces the Christian vision to the
Greek people in Athens. He says “For in Him we live and
move and have our being as certain of your own poets
have said” (Acts 17:28). Even though the times have
changed and our sensitivities may have dulled, this still
remains the Christian vision.
These instructions to Adam remain guidelines for Jews
and Christians. If we fail to observe this requirement,
which is a spiritual identification process, we also fail to
recognize that every living thing has a godly origin (Gen.
2:19-20). When we include trees in this naming process,
we are reminded that they too possess life and have a
sacred character which we are to respect and honor.

What happens if a person misses this mandate? There
will be a deficiency in that person’s understanding of the
spiritual origin of the world around us, including the
plants and animals. However, it is always possible to step
back and absorb what was missed. For instance the
Prophet Job informs us that the animals and even trees
have a voice.

But ask the beasts, and they will teach you;
and the birds of the air and they will tell you.
Or speak to the earth and it will teach you;
and the fish of the sea will explain to you. Who
among all these does not know that the hand
of the Lord has done this, in whose hand is the
life of every living thing, and the breath of all
humankind? (Job 12: 7-10).

This should inform us that the world is filled with life and
consciousness. This has been known and taught from the
earliest years of Judaism and Christianity. Jesus reflects
this presence and tells us to behold the birds, and
“consider the lilies” (Matt. 6:26-29). Saint Paul speaks
similarly, “For the invisible things of Him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen being understood
by the things that are made...” (Rom. 1:20).

The Prophet Elijah helps us here. He got quiet and was
able to hear the still small voice within. This is possible
for every person. Nature has a voice, but we have to learn
stillness and quiet before we can discern it.

Listen to the Catholic monk Thomas Merton and how
he describes a surprising insight about forests when he
gets quiet.

When you are silent,
you can rest in the silence of the forest.

When your imagination is silent, the
forest speaks to you, and tells
you of its unreality and the
Reality of God.

But when your mind is silent, then
the forest suddenly blazes
transparently with the
Reality of God.

Thoughts In Solitude, Image Books, NY, 1968, p. 97

At this place in Scripture, suddenly and without
introduction, a test emerges. The test is how will Adam
and Eve relate to two different concept trees before them.
They are presented with the Tree of Life and the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil which they are to avoid.
They violate the command and “eat” of the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil. This is the primal
disobedience which results in the Fall. This is the breaking
point between heaven and the material world of sorrows,
sickness and death. This is the world which we now
inherit.

Trees now become a common feature of human life. Trees
provide food, shade, nourishment, enjoyment and by
human effort tools, medicines and utensils. Around the
world over 60,000 different tree species exist plus
thousands more as hybrids and crosses. In addition,
botanists identify over 400,000 plant species with another
thousand being discovered annually. According to Kew
Royal Botanical Gardens in the UK, at least 60% of these
are edible with appropriate preparation. Another 10% to
15% have medicinal value, according to the Intl. Union
for Conservation of Nature3.

Scripture identifies a variety of uses for trees, but a
continuing guidance is always to use them with restraint
and respect. Trees are cited as a source of food, as useful
for creating shelter, as fuel, commerce and artistry. What
is significant is how trees are regulated and restrained.
For instance in time of war, those at war may not cut

down the trees of an enemy (Deut. 21:19). This shows
that all is not fair in love and war. Trees for food may not
be cut down. This is because food supply for a people is
out of bounds and above and beyond wartime hostilities.

Trees are also a means for charity. In Deuteronomy it
declares that in the time of harvest, do not be greedy and
take all the fruit, but leave some for the poor, the widows
and the fatherless (Deut. 24:20).

Another guidance is that a farmer should avoid taking
fruit from any trees which are under three years of age
(Lev. 19:23-25).

It is even said, “The trees of the field clap their hands
with joy” (Isaiah 55:12). The early Church claimed this is
part of a cosmic worship that is continually going on in
nature as the natural world has its own praise of God.

Science now recognizes that trees communicate. But they
communicate through scents and aerosols. In fact the
more forest science examines how trees communicate,
they do it not only by an olfactory mechanism, but also
by visual and electrical signals. (Peter Wohlleben, The Hidden
Life of Trees, p. 12).

Throughout these stories, the Bible does not forbid the
harvesting of trees. The cedars of Lebanon were used in
the construction of the Temple of Jerusalem (1Kgs.
5:1-10).

It is useful to recognize that down through the centuries,
those with developed Christian sensitivity discerned
unique qualities in trees. For instance the Greek monk
Saint Nectarios from the Island of Aegina discerned the
existence of a tone in every tree. “Every tree is unique. If
one gets quiet and listens carefully, each tree has its own
distinctive sound, like a song.” He observed that anyone
who listens with attention and sensitivity could discern
the subtle sounds in trees, almost like a form of music.

His biographer writes that he showed the nuns how to
recognize the differing songs in trees. One nun applied
this sensitivity so well that she developed amazing skill in
the art of grafting. She found that by identifying harmony
between tree “songs,” she could graft one sapling to
another with exceptionally high success.
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In the Early Christian Church, the land around churches
were often protected as a forest preserve and the
surrounding area was a wildlife refuge. The Orthodox
churches of Ethiopia still maintain this ancient practice.

These church forests — cooler and more humid
than those in the lowlands — can range from 3 to
300 hectares and host evergreen trees, shrubs and
flowering plants such as Justicia and Diospyros.
They also sequester carbon, conserve water, reduce
soil erosion and provide natural medicine. For
priests and the local population, they provide
shelter for buildings, space for contemplation and
prayer, even burial areas.

There are dozens of further citations of the values of trees
and forests. In the Book of Ezekiel, the prophet says the
Lord told him to observe the trees alongside the clean
river as they make for an abundance of fish. This
sequence is followed by reference to the fruit of trees
which are used for food, and their leaves for medicine
(Ezekiel 47:7-9; 10-12). Long before the concept of forest
services appeared in science, an early description of this
service emerged in the Bible.

One of the fascinating uses of the tree occurs in the New
Testament where both Peter and Paul use the image of a
tree to describe important events in the life and growth
of the Early Church.

In five separate and distinct occasions these apostles use
the tree instead of the cross to characterize Christ’s
crucifixion: Three occur in Acts, one in Galatians and one
in First Peter. Why do they do this? Close examination
indicates that each of these occasions is what theologians
call a “kerygmatic event,” a unique moment in which the
Holy Spirit-directed and empowered preaching of the
Apostles reveals a further step in the articulation and
growth of Christian faith.

Examine each of the following examples to identify the
common thread that unites these tree references.

1)Witness to the Religious Authorities. In Acts 5:30
Peter stands before the chief priests and proclaims his
witness of the Good News:

The God of our fathers raised up
Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged
on a tree.

Here we witness a new
generation of public preaching,
now by the Apostles in the
place where Jesus previously
stood alone and preached.

2)Witness to the Gentiles. Acts 10:39 shows St. Peter
again, this time teaching the pagan centurion Cornelius
after his vision of the sheet filled with all manner of
creatures and foods and after first refusing to eat, but then
being instructed of God that "what God hath cleansed, do
not call unclean.”

And we are witnesses of all things which he did
both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem;
whom they slew and hanged on a tree.

The Christian Church here breaks from the Jewish
dietary tradition and now may eat all foods. This is a new
rule.

3)Witness to the Jewish People. In Acts 13:29 Saint Paul
speaks in the synagogue on the Sabbath day and shows
how the Law and the prophets are fulfilled in Christ Jesus:

And when they had fulfilled all that was written of
him, they took him down from the tree, and laid
him in a sepulcher.

Jews are being taught that their ancient prophecies are
now fulfilled. This is new.

4)Witness to the Early
Church. In Galatians
3:13: Paul teaches how
we are no longer
justified by fulfilling the
Mosaic Law, but by faith
in God and in Christ.

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law,
Cursed is every one that hangs on a tree.

Up until this time, the Torah or the Jewish Law was the
way of God. Paul now declares that faith in Christ is the
new way to salvation.

5)Witness to all Christians. In 1 Peter 2:24 St Peter
evokes the suffering and path of Christ on the tree as the
cross is a model and example for all Christians:

Who his own self bare our sins in his own body
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should
live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye
were healed.

This profound new teaching declares that Christians are a
royal priesthood, and in the suffering and sacrifices of
Jesus, there is a salvific model of Christ and an example
for every Christian.

In each of these unique moments two repeating qualities
are present. A further definition of the Church, and the
image of the tree in place of the cross at the heart of the
Gospel. This similarity of new growth and development
in each instance cannot be mere coincidence.

In ancient times Adam and Eve sinned by choosing the
Tree of good and evil instead of the Tree of life which
would have implied obedience.

Today we still face a similar choice. Humans can be
tempted to cut trees and make money. But a healthy
functioning earth requires restraint and respect for trees.
Which ones? Those in the Amazon rainforest? Those in
fruit orchards that may be blocking the path of a housing
subdivision? Those great old growth trees in Yosemite
Valley that are being cut for the sake of a bigger parking
lot? It is all of them. All trees are symbolic of the entire

Mount of Olives overlooking Jerusalem in
the background



Christians For The Mountains Mountain Vision Summer 2023 Page 22

(Continued from previous page) A ChristianVision of Trees

created order. While
we should respect
them all, this
question hides the
issue of the common
good in contrast to
the private good and
intrinsic value over a
utilitarian view of
the world. Down

deep within this question is still the mandate to choose
life and not death (Deut. 30:19).

All of these passages, when linked together, affirm a
biblical respect for trees and the life of the world.
Christians, if they are alert to the deep meanings in their
faith, should be in the forefront of any campaign to
restore the forests of the world.

From all that is in the Scriptures, we can say with
confidence that a Christian duty exists to protect the
forests. Scientists sometimes provide glimpses into this
duty. “Forests really are the unsung hero of our struggle to
address climate change,” says Deborah Lawrence, a
University of Virginia professor and one of forty
scientists who backed a statement emphasizing how a
stable climate for Earth depends on protecting forests.
The natural processes by which forests absorb and store
carbon are crucial for reducing planet-warming levels of
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

The importance of trees in Scripture continues into the
Book of Revelation. The Evangelist John through the
inspiration of an angel provides an outline of the future.
He reveals a difficult time on the horizon with pollution
of the air, land, water, and even in the animals themselves.
This coincides with a time of buying and selling amidst
many regulations (Rev.6.6). It is a scary scenario in which
every one of these so-called “plagues” is some form of
ecological pollution and degradation.

As these plagues intensify, suddenly help arrives. A good
angel who carries the seal of the living God on its
forehead speaks to heaven and earth.

Listen to the healing message that this good angel declares:

“Hurt not the earth, neither the seas nor the
Trees (Rev, 7:3).

This is an inspired formula for rolling back the plagues on
the previous pages. If these three simple directives could
be followed, the degradation ravaging the earth could be
lifted and removed. Some people listen to this call for
protection of the earth. “They shall hunger... or thirst no
more” (Rev. 7:16). But not all hear or join this healing
effort.

Next, a further scene of degradation is portrayed. Here
one third of the world’s trees are burned up and ocean
creatures die and disappear (Rev. 8:7-9). Then, another
angel rises up and delivers a further warning.

“And it was commanded that they should not
hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green
thing, neither any tree...” (Rev. 9:4).

This message is again prescriptive for earth healing. A
time of many warnings and guidances to correct behavior
appears. We are told to live in harmony with the earth and
the laws which were given by God.

After this there is an end to warnings. The time of the
Judgement arrives. This is a second biblical scenario
regarding the Great Judgement. The first criteria appeared
in the Gospel where Jesus says, “As you do to the least of
these my brethren, you do it unto me.” In this second
description of the Judgement the criteria are relaxed. In
this scenario all the God hearing people proceed into
heaven, but the question is asked, “What did you do to
the earth?” The response is written this way: “those who
destroy the Earth, God will destroy.” Why the difference?
This is God’s mercy. If you failed with your neighbor, this
is a second chance. What did you do to the earth? A
conclusion from this scenario is take care of the earth and
God will take care of you (Rev. 11:18).

Finally the biblical scene brightens. Another angel
appears (Rev. 20). The books are opened and every
person’s story is reviewed. A new heaven and a new earth
appear. And a clear flowing river appears and on either
side of the river there grows a Tree of Life, which
continually yields different varieties of fruit, and “the
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.”

And He showed me a
pure river of water of
life, proceeding out of
the throne of God and
of the lamb. In the
midst of the street and
on either side of the
river, was there the
tree of life, and the
leaves of the tree were
for the healing of the
nations (Rev. 22:1-2).

Conclusion

From this review of the Bible and its commentary on
trees, it is astoundingly clear that every person has a duty
to respect and protect the forests. This is central to a right
caring and keeping of God’s world. It is useful to observe
that trees would manage quite well in a world without
humans. But humans would perish in a world without
trees and the oxygen they provide.

From Genesis to the Book of Revelation, we have seen
the Bible’s amazing emphasis upon trees. They fulfill
their purpose in praise. If any error has slipped into the
instruction by Christians regarding human conduct in
the world, it is that Earth and all that is in it is first
God’s. It is not ours to use in any arbitrary manner that
might profit an individual or a group over the common
good. We are all stewards of creation. Our human role is
to serve and protect the created order. As much as we
can remember God’s primal commands, we are to
transform the world and raise it into higher orders of
harmony, balance and inspired perfection.

Clearly this review of the Biblical witness of the Christian
revelation emphasizes that Christians are called to protect
the trees. If we could follow God’s primal commands,
Christians and their churches should be at the forefront of
any campaign to protect and restore the forests of the
world.

#

Fig Tree is one of many
tree species named in
The Bible
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Wood Biomass is Not Carbon Neutral: StopWood Pellet Power Plants —Allen Johnson

Burning wood pellets to produce steam-powered electricity is classified as a
carbon neutral energy source by international climate agreements. European and
Asian nations are retrofitting coal-fired power plants to burn forest biomass,
claiming that as long as harvested forests are replanted, that carbon dioxide
emitted by combustion will be sequestered by the new growth. Therefore, billed
as carbon neutral.

Wrong!

Wood releases more carbon dioxide per unit of electricity produced than coal or
gas. A newly planted tree can take decades to reabsorb from the atmosphere the
carbon dioxide emitted by burning wood. We cannot wait that long. Greenhouse
gas emissions need to be throttled down now.

Studies show that previously logged forests store only 55% of the carbon that
an unlogged equivalent area does and that wood products lose carbon
sequestration capacity every year after harvesting.

Climate Change includes feedback loops compounded by warming
temperatures. For example, warmer climate can lead to hotter, dryer weather that
creates conditions more likely for major forest fires that emit more carbon
dioxide that then warm the planet even more.

It is ironic that globally increasing forest is considered a tool toward slowing
down climate change, while on the other hand, forests are being cut down for
CO2-emitting power generation. Doubly ironic and wrong is that some
European nations are subsidizing biomass power generation to meet their Paris
Climate agreement.

Southeastern Forests Razed for Wood Pellet Export

Forest product industries have been expanding into the Southeast for the past
several decades. Highly-mechanized chip mills employ few workers for
production of paper pulp, particle board, and biofuel pellets. Some individual
operations are massive, gobbling up to a million tons of wood equal to thousands
of acres of young forest annually. Monoculture forests grown on 20-year
rotations become wildlife-bereft ecological deserts.

Although most of the trees are harvested on private land, adjacent lands can be
negatively affected by the overall ecological impoverishment of wildlife and
native plants. People living near pellet manufacturing facilities complain of bad
air quality that stings their eyes and exacerbates asthma. Their property values
suffer. Many of these facilities are in low-income, minority neighborhoods.

The Dogwood Alliance based in Asheville, North Carolina, as an excellent
organization for information and advocacy on southern forests.

https://www.dogwoodalliance.org

Drax Power Station in
England devotes three
generating units solely
burning 7.5 million tons
biomass imported from the
United States and Canada.

It is not carbon neutral.

NuclearWarWould Freeze the Climate, Stop Food Growth, Starve Billions —Allen Johnson

Climate scientists warn that
increased warming of Planet Earth
will be catastrophic. Oceans would
rise and acidify. Ecosystems would
be disrupted. Severe weather
events and unbearable
temperatures would stir up
international tensions as hungry
populations try to relocate.

Yet an immediate greater danger of global freezing crouches at the door. Smoke
from mass fires after a nuclear war would inject massive amounts of soot into the
Earth’s upper atmosphere. For several years, significant sunlight would be
blocked. Even a nuclear war using as few as 100 weapons anywhere in the world
would disrupt the global climate and agricultural production so severely that the
lives of more than two billion people would be in jeopardy from mass starvation.

Even a so-called limited nuclear war could lead to massive extinction of most life
on Earth. Globally, humankind must collaborate smartly, quickly, and
sacrificially now. Followers of Jesus, let us unite together to oppose nuclear
weaponry as a hateful fist of Satan against God’s creation.

Resources

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists

https://thebulletin.org/2022/10/nowhere-to-hide-how-a-nuclear-war-would-kill-you-
and-almost-everyone-else/#section5

International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War

https://www.ippnw.org/programs/nuclear-weapons-abolition/nuclear-famine-cli-
mate-effects-of-regional-nuclear-war
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Upcoming for The Mountain Vision
CFTM is planning its nineteen edition for late Fall, 2023 as our schedule
permits. Please let us know if your friends would like a sample copy.

We invite you to send your own personal stories of your conversions
to “Kingdom of God” life with emphasis on
environmental justice.

MountainVision is an outreach ministry of Christians
For The Mountains.Copies are sent free of charge to
advocates for God’s “will to be done, on earth as it is
in heaven” (Mt. 6:10).

Come, let’s sing for joy to the Lord.
Let’s shout praises to the Rock who saves us.

Let’s come to him with thanksgiving.
Let’s sing songs to him,

because the Lord is the great God,
the great King over all gods.

The deepest places on earth are his,
and the highest mountains belong to him.

The sea is his because he made it,
and he created the land with his own hands.
Come, let’s worship him and bow down.
Let’s kneel before the Lord who made us,

because he is our God
and we are the people he takes care of,

the sheep that he tends.

Psalm 95:1-7, NCV

Lift every voice and sing,
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the list'ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the
dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the
present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day
begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.

Lift Every Voice and Sing James Weldon
Johnson (1871-1938)

Let justice flow like a stream,
and righteousness like a river
that never goes dry.

Amos 5:24

And the world cannot be discovered
by a journey of miles,
no matter how long,

But only by a spiritual journey,
a journey of one inch,

Very arduous and humbling and
joyful,

by which we arrive at the ground
at our feet,

And learn to be at home.

By Wendell Berry

And this our life, exempt from public haunt,
Find tongues in trees, books in the running brooks,
Sermons in stones, and good in every thing.

William Shakespeare (As You Like It, Act II, Sc. 1, 1:125)

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
He leadeth me beside the still waters.

Psalm 23:1,2 KJV

Wendell Berry


