
This Issue
Earthwise is an astonishing book on Christian joy and
responsibility to God’s creation. We summarize some
of Cal DeWitt’s insightful teaching.

CFTM is grateful to God and appreciative to those
who helped, participated, and prayed for our reunion
of family and friends of Larry Gibson on Kayford.

Pat Hudson, a CFTM Steering Committee member,
has released her historical novel on the Boone women.

CFTM pays grateful tribute to OVEC as it closes.

Mother Jones Community Foundation is a
strong advocate for just Appalachian renewal
and justice. Studies are confirming that
surface mining makes flooding much worse.

When some people think of Appalachia, they
think of coal, gas, and maybe oil. These fossil
fuels powered America’s industrial revolution
and “kept the lights on.” But the boom/bust
cycle of these fuels has contributed to large
pockets of poverty and social breakdown.
CFTM joins concerned citizens challenging
further exploitation and destruction.

The Larry Gibson Biography Project is a
massive undertaking of 1400 pages. It is
currently being proof-texted. Stay tuned for
further developments.

Instead of our usual two issues per year, this
is it for 2022. More pages, new printer, new
publisher, new format. Thank you, readers!
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CFTMWelcomesYour Support
What is Christians For TheMountains (CFTM)?

Christians For The Mountains core mission to honor the truth of Psalm 24:1.
“The Earth and all it contains belongs to God.

Christians For The Mountains (CFTM) is a network of persons advocating that
Christians and their churches recognize their God-given responsibility to live
compatibly, sustainably, and gratefully joyous upon this God’s earth. CFTM is
nondenominational and non-partisan. CFTM takes a critical prophetic stance to
advocate for justice, righteousness, and peace for the land and its inhabitants.
CFTM seeks to be respectful to all voices seeking truth. The central Appalachian
region is our geographical focus as a springboard to national and global issues.

On a weekend in May 2005, about two dozen Christians known as environmental
leaders met in Charleston, West Virginia for prayerful deliberation on how to
engage our faith with serious ecological challenges in Appalachia. CFTM birthed.

CFTM developed the Mountain Mourning DVD toolkit. CFTM builds trusted
relationships to serve numerous organizations and persons in their good efforts.

CFTM alongside with our various partners has successfully engaged numerous
issues, and continues to do so. Visit our website Mountain Vision archive.

How Is CFTM Setup?
CFTM is one of 13 programs of World Stewardship Institute (WSI), a 501-c-3
nonprofit corporation at 3840 Finley Avenue, Building 33, Suite 202 (P.O. Box
7348), Santa Rosa, California 95407. Telephone 707-573-3160. Website is
https:ecostewards.org. Contact is Frederick Krueger.

Each program partner has a seat on the Board of Directors of WSI. WSI is
registered as a nonprofit in California and also in West Virginia. WSI does annual
internal auditing of all accounts. WSI programs adhere to its mission as an
international organization dedicated to cooperative problem-solving, linking
business, science, and faith communities in the cultivation of environmental
stewardship. Each WSI program is responsible for its own operations.

CFTM is guided by a Steering Committee of experienced, Christian
environmental leaders and a Coordinator (see page 2, or website). Each serves as
an unpaid volunteer. Our finances are handled by Dr. Robert Marshall, who also is
longstanding treasurer of the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy.

CFTM personally acknowledges every contribution as well as correspondence.
CFTM reverences each donation as a prayerful trust. CFTM is frugal in our own
expenditures yet generous in our serving causes.

NOTE: Please supply your own envelope.
Putting inserts into this paper is costly to us.



A Summary of Eight Principles on
Creation Care
FromDr. Cal DeWitt’s book, Earthwise

Cal DeWitt identifies eight biblical principles that
illuminate human privilege and responsibility with God’s
creation. DeWitt suggest that other principles can be
derived from scripture. His own first edition of Earth-Wise
listed seven.

1. The Earthkeeping Principle
As the Lord keeps and sustains us, so we must keep and
sustain our Lord’s creation.

Genesis 2:15 conveys the teaching that God expect Adam to
serve the garden and to keep it. The Hebrew word for serve
(‘abad) can be translated as till, dress, work, or serve. It
means that Adam and his descendants (that’s us!), are to
work garden Earth so it flourishes for God’s glory.

The Hebrew word shamar can be translated as keep, guard,
look after. Shamar is also the word used in the well-known
Aaronic blessing in Numbers 6:24, “The Lord bless you and
keep you.” In this blessing, we ask God to keep us in all our
vitality, energy, beauty. So is our responsibility to God’s
creation.

2. The Fruitfulness Principle
We should enjoy but not destroy creation’s fruitfulness

In Genesis 1:20-24, God is commanding, “Let the water
teem with living creatures…and be fruitful and increase in
number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds
increase on the earth…let the land produce living creatures
according to their kinds… and wild animals.”

DeWitt writes, “While we are expected to enjoy creation
and its many fruits, we may not destroy the fruitfulness that
creation’s fullness depends on. Like Noah [who preserved
species from extinction], we must preserve and care for
God’s many species whose interactions and relationships
with each other…make up the fabric of the biosphere.”

3. The Sabbath Principle
We must provide for creation’s sabbath rests

A sabbath rest of one day in seven for people and for
animals is the fourth of the Ten Commandments (Exodus
20; Deuteronomy 5). This commandment is further
explicated in that the land is to be rested from planting
every seventh year. This commandment is for the plow, the

vineyard, the olive grove. However, poor people are allowed
to glean. (Exodus 23: 10-11).

Rest is good for the human body, mind, spirit, and
community. Yet also for the land. Over-exhaustion of lands
in the biblical Middle East from over-grazing and incessant
plowing and planting is evident in the desertification,
erosion, and infertility of much of once-lush lands.
Importantly, sabbath becomes a time to enjoy creation, one
another, beauty, rest, and re-creation. Sabbath is a break

from constantly striving for material goals, but instead, to
trust anew in God’s providence.

4. The Discipleship Principle
We must be disciples of Jesus Christ¾the Creator, Sustainer,
and Reconciler of all things.

DeWitt explains that we are not to be followers of the Adam
of Genesis who neglected to serve and keep creation.
Rather, we are to follow Jesus, who is the One in whom and
for all things were created (Colossians 1:16). Following Jesus
means we are to help make things right, to reconcile and
repair the degradation of creation and human individuals
and society.

5. The Kingdom Principle
We must seek first the kingdom of God.

Our consumer-based culture emphasizes a priority value of
wealth, success, pleasure, power, as the pathway to
happiness. Jesus turns this upside down, teaching that the
culture’s ways for personal happiness and fulfillment are not
the goals for His followers, but rather we are to seek and live
out God’s kingdom here and now. This is the Christian
vocation, our priority. In following Jesus in His kingdom
way is fulfillment.

Jesus teaches that if we seek first the kingdom of God and
God’s way for us to live, then everything we need will be
given to us (Matthew 6:33). In Jesus’s kingdom, abuse and
exploitation of other people, land, and earth’s creatures has
no place.

6. The Contentment Principle
We must seek true contentment.

DeWitt defines contentment. “Contentment means aiming
to have the things that will sustain us while not pressing
beyond that.He goes on to add that everything wemake and
use and accumulate derives from creation. “If we learn to
seek godly contentment as our great gain, we will take and
shape less of God’s earth. We will demand less from the land.
We will leave room for God’s other creatures. We will be
responsible stewards, caretakers, keepers of creation. We will
regularly allow creation to heal itself and perpetuate its
fruitfulness, to the glory and praise of its Maker.”

7. The Praxis Principle
We must practice what we believe

We are to act. Biblical/theological knowledge is to be lived
out. When we see degradation in God’s creation, we should
advocate for justice and restoration. Casually wasting

Dr. Calvin B. DeWitt is
a world-renowned
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
scientist regarded as a
pioneer in opening
the eyes of the
Christian community
to the wonders of
God's creation and

the dangers of its degradation by human beings.

DeWitt is Professor Emeritus of the Nelson Institute for
Environmental Studies at the University ofWisconsin. He
is founder of the Au Sable Institute of Environmental
Studies. He has lived his much of his life in the Waebesa
Marsh in Wisconsin. DeWitt enthusiastically retains his
childlike awe of nature, a trait readily observedwhenever
one is on a field trip with him.

Early in 1996, powerful members of Congress sought to
sabotage the Endangered Species Act (ESA) that in two
decades had brought numerous species back from the
brink of extinction. Cal DeWitt became the chief
spokesman in a national campaign of the Evangelical
Environmental Network to protect species. His press
conference with an endangered Bald Eagle and a Florida
Panther made national news. DeWitt’s clarion call was
effective in saving the ESA. "The Endangered Species Act
is our Noah's Ark and Congress and special interests are
trying to sink it!"

On the back cover of Earthwise, DeWitt urges Christians
“to regain a joyful, positive attitude about our ability to
work for good in the world…we are called to go about
reclaiming creation for our Lord, knowing that ‘the earth
is the Lord’s, and everything in it.” (Psalm 24:1).

I heartily recommend Earthwise to be read and re-read!
—AJ

A Christian’s Handbook on Creation
A Brief Summary of Dr. Calvin B. DeWitt’s book, Earthwise ----Summary by Allen Johnson
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energy, food, material goods, or squandering time in vain
frivolity can be an affront to God. On the other hand,
conserving the bounty of creation, sharing with others in
that bounty, beautifying, relishing the wonder of nature, and
advocating for the flourishing of life, are uplifting to act
upon.

8. The Con-Servancy Principle
We must return creation’s service to us with service of our
own.

DeWitt says he hyphenates this word conservancy to
emphasize the root meaning¾con + serve means “to serve
with.” Earth is the garden that serves us with food, fiber,
oxygen through photosynthesis, water, and beauty all in a
marvelous flourishing inter-connectedness and
relationship. Our human task is to nurture, protect, and
serve (abad) creation in reciprocity. As we serve creation, it
serves us. On the other hand, if we exploit, abuse, degrade
God’s creation, eventually we humans will be more
impoverished.

God has given us humans the remarkable privilege with a
corresponding responsibility to live vibrantly upon God’s
beautiful, amazing planet. We must constantly refrain from
usurping God’s boundaries and limits (see Genesis 2:17). By
living according to God’s loving purpose for us, the earth
can flourish.

Seven Provisions of The Creator
In his book, Earthwise, Cal DeWitt proposes seven
provisions that God has made for creation to flourish on
Earth. He begins this chapter reflecting on his Reformed
Church upbringing by quoting from the 16th Century Belgic
Confession, Article 2: TheMeans byWhichWe Know God.
In summary, we know God through the “the creation,
preservation, and government of the universe…like a
beautiful book in which all creatures, great and small, are as
letters to make us ponder the invisible things of God…”

Second, “God makes Himself known to us more openly by His
holy and divine Word as much as we need inn this life, for His
glory and for the salvation of His own.”Through study ofThe
Bible, he also learned the importance of learning of God’s
creation giftedness.

Provision: Energy Exchange with Sun and Space
It is the LORD who provides the sun to light the day and the
moon and stars to light the night, and who stirs the sea into
roaring waves. (Jeremiah 31:35)

Our star, the Sun, is a powerful thermonuclear energy
source that energizes nearly everything on Earth: green
plants’ chlorophyll uses that energy for their own lives and

all creatures on the web of life. The sun’s energy heats water
into vapor that condenses into rainfall, keeps bodies of
water and land at an inhabitable temperature, and drives the
wind and water energy circulatory flows.

The Earth radiates infrared “light” energy back into space to
balance climate to be neither too hot or too cold. The
protective atmosphere modulates the Sun’s energy for an
inhabitable climate, as well as providing the oxygen, carbon
dioxide, and nitrogen needed for life. The upper ozone
prevents harmful solar ultraviolet radiation from reaching
life down on Earth. While high levels of ozone are
dangerous near Earth’s surface, ozone in the upper
atmosphere is life-saving. Sun energy stored in coal, oil, and
natural gas fuels most modern transportation, electricity,
and fertilizer.

Provision: Soil Building
A sower spread seed on nourishing good soil, it put forth
strong roots, and the plants produced abundant harvest of
grain. (paraphrase of Jesus’s parable of The Sower in Matthew
13, Mark 4, Luke 8)

Soils form from the decomposition of dead plants and
animals, the weathering of rock and sand, and the interplay
of hospitable climate with the carbon cycle, the water cycle,
and the nitrogen cycle (and other cycles). Roots break up
soil, while fungi, worms, and myriad other organisms
contribute to soil health.

Soil building takes patience. Soil can take a hundred years,
usually longer, to form an inch of topsoil. Just as soil takes
preparation, nurturing, protection, and time, so also our
Christian discipleship formation for us to bear good fruits
for God’s kingdom purpose.

Cycling and Recycling in the Biosphere
The Spirit of God renews the face of the Earth (Psalm 104:30,
paraphrase)

The Carbon Cycle: Carbon is the basic raw material of all
living things. Animals exhale carbon dioxide in our
breathing as a “waste product” of a metabolic process in
which the oxygen breathed in combines with food to
produce energy and cell growth. Through sun’s energy-
driven photosynthesis process, plants take in that carbon
dioxide for cell growth and exhale oxygen into the
atmosphere necessary for animal life.

The Hydrologic Cycle: Water is essential for life. Like other
animals, we consume water through drinking and foods,
and we release water through breathing, sweating, and
excreting waste. Plant roots take up water to be pumped
often to great heights for growth. Evaporative water from
plants and animals join with evaporation from bodies of

water and soil into the atmosphere to precipitate back to the
Earth.

Water Purification and Detoxification
In nature, water is purified from toxins and mud
through the process of percolation through soil, rock,
and other subterranean substrate. In this process,
water oftentimes travels many miles from place of
origin. People can drill for this groundwater for
drinking wells, or use it as the water emerges from
springs. Sometimes this water is replenished from
surface run-off, while fossil underground water are
remnants of underground lakes not replenished from
the surface.

Fruitfulness and Abundant Life
How many are your works, Lord! In wisdom you made them
all; the earth is full of your creatures. (Psalm 104:24)

Scientists estimate 8.7 million species of living beings on
earth, of which about 1.5 million species have been
identified and described. Each of these species has unique
characteristics. Furthermore, each species is adapted to one
or more habitat in interaction with other species. Energy is
exchanged through a web of life. Population imbalances are
typically through a natural demand and supply mechanism.

Global Circulations of Water and Air
The Earth’s 23 ½ degree axis tilt to the sun causes unequal
seasonal heating that drives ocean flows and wind currents
from place to place. Geologic features such as mountains,
land forms ranging from forests to deserts, and large bodies
of water impact the circulation patterns. Influential is the
Earth’s rotation every 24 hours that provides day and night
and warming and cooling. The moon’s gravitational force
causes ocean tides. The evaporation of water vapor forms
clouds that release rain in other locations. Oxygen and
carbon dioxide through the photosynthesis cycle are
transported from place of origin to other places. Frozen
water as winter snow and ice can store water for release in
warm dry seasons.

Human Ability to Learn from Creation
The Earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.” (Psalm-24:1)

DeWitt writes that “God has endowed us humans with the
ability to learn from creation.” We humans have a unique
ability to investigate, analyze, process, harness, and
remember lessons from nature. Furthermore, we have a
keen appreciation for beauty and marvel that creation
exquisitely provides.

DeWitt closes this section exhorting us to be “re-minded” to
the Mind of Christ.

Christian Handbook on Creation (continued from page 4)
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Kayford Gathering (continued from page 6)

Becky Lou Gibson Steinbrenner
arrives.
She grew up on Kayford
Mountain as a young child along
with her brother, Larry Gibson.
Her presence was awesome.

Janet Keating gave a moving
tribute to advocates for
mountains, community health,
and justice. Janet is on the
Steering Committee of CFTM.

Relatives of the Stanley family enjoyed the
gathering.The Stanley Heirs Foundation gives
rights to relatives to build a home on the property.
Pictured to the right are non-relatives John
Murdock andOwen Owens.

Three Mountain Mammas enjoying
friendship and fun. Jen Osha-Buysse,Maria
Gunnoe, Elise KeatonWade.

Maria Gunnoe spoke passionately and
fervently in challenging us to continue
pushing back against injustice and to renew
and rebuild community.

Carol Hechler spoke on the
lasting legacy of her
husband, Ken Hechler, who
was “not a politician, but
rather, a public servant.”

Allen Johnson and Jen Osha-Buysse.
Allen is Coordinator for Christians For The
Mountains. Jen is director ofMountain Sol, and
outdoor education school in Morgantown, WV.
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Larry Gibson’s cabin and
grave overlook Stanley Heirs
Park on Kayford. This
hallowed ground is a shrine
to the courageous persistent
man who persevered to
protect this small acreage
from mountaintop removal.
Many of us he inspired are
dedicated to honoring and
protecting this place and
other lands Larry envisioned.

A fan to keep cool on a warm July day was given
to each guest. Pictured on one side was Larry
Gibson and Ken Hechler.The other side, Larry.



Kayford Gathering (continued from page 7)

Our most grateful appreciation is to God who
moved wonderfully in our midst! Confronting obstacles,

coordinating logistics, and implementing myriad details in
planning and preparation for the event was daunting. God always
brought forth helpful volunteers, opened up possibilities,
facilitated trust and communication, and even gave us good
weather on the event day when storms seemed on the way.

An early preparation challenge was the terrible rutted condition
of the access roads to Kayford Mountain. Would we have to
shuttle people to the gathering on high-clearance 4-wheel drive
vehicles? Since most people travel to the “now remote” Stanley
Heirs Park at Kayford via the Cabin Creek Road, we began in April
contacting theWVDivision of Highways department responsible
for that region. Men identifying themselves as John and J.R. told
me “We will get it.” And indeed, they did “get it” fixed enough such
that our guests did not have to wallow around in deep potholes
getting to our event.

Dealing with the dismal effects of widespread vandalism at the
park was another challenge. Since the nearby cabins were
unoccupied during colder months, vandals had ripped out and
stolen boards in the picnic shelter, broken glass over the yard, and
broken into many of the cabins. Junior Walk, a long-time
employee of Coal River Mountain Watch, with some of his
friends, replaced the stolen boards in the picnic shelter,
exterminated a hornet nest in the shelter ceiling, and secured
Larry Gibson’s house that had been broken into. Maria Gunnoe,
head of Mother Jones Community Foundation, with some help,
picked up large amounts of broken glass on the grounds likely left
by partiers when no one else was around.

Christians For The Mountains sponsored the Kayford gathering
as an appreciation for the 100+ people who Marybeth Lorbiecki
interviewed for the Larry Gibson biography. Although most of
these were unable for various reasons to attend, most of these
people were invited and given our appreciation. Marybeth,
traveling fromWisconsin, was keenly involved giving counsel and
encouragement ahead of the event, while also immensely helping
out during the event with food preparation, greeting people, and
emceeing some of the program.

Allen Johnson (who is writing this piece), handled most of the
logistics for the event. Owen Owens traveled down from the
Philadelphia, Pa. area to give hands-on help, encouragement, and
invaluable wisdom. Owens is a major booster for the Gibson
Biography Project. John Murdock travelled from Boise, Idaho, for
the event, working in a business trip along the eastern scoreboard.
Murdock readily took charge of the barbecuing food, figuring out
details during the event, and being a level-headed presence
throughout. Owens, Murdock, Lorbiecki, and Johnson did last
minute shopping the day before the event for food, utensils, and
sundry. The team was marvelous!

Michael Whitten surprised us with a much-needed large canopy
which was used for brochures, DVDs, and other matters. Very

helpful when rain showers popped up. His young granddaughter,
Emily, was a super helper, and even wore a bright-green “Keeper
of the Mountains” shirt that Larry Gibson had popularized.
Bill and Rebecca Kimmons (Charleston, WV) delighted all of us
with their down-home yet professional singing. They stayed
throughout the day socializing with all of us. Jen Osha-Buysse,
Director of Mountain Stewardship and Outdoor Leadership
School in Morgantown, WV, is an outstanding musician whose
music everyone enjoyed. Jen’s teen-age son, Elijah, and his friend
Ben, were courteous and helpful throughout the day!

Gregg and Becky Steinbrenner were treasured guests, coming all
the way fromTexas. Becky is the sister of the late Larry Gibson. She
spoke movingly and lovingly about her brother, bringing tears to
many of us. Gregg had prepared a video celebrating the Stanley
family. And a number of Stanley family members were on hand to
watch the film and stay throughout the event.

Elise Keaton Wade and Susan Thompson also pitched in during
the event, and importantly, are assuming long-range
responsibilities to help protect Kayford Mountain with a long-
term goal of restoration.

We also thank New Hope Church of the Brethren (Dunmore,
WV) for letting us use sound equipment. We appreciate the
services of Sunbelt Rental (Charleston, WV) for the Honda
generator we used to power our equipment during the event. We
thankACE Services (Charleston,WV) for the excellent port-potty
services that included hauling up the johns on the challenging
road. Our out-of-area guests stayed at the Country Inn/Radisson
(Charleston, WV), enjoying comfortable rooms, excellent
breakfasts, and free ice we needed for our event.

With glad appreciation, we thank the Stanley family members
who graced our event. Kenneth Stanley and his dear wife were
especially encouraging. Gregg Steinbrenner compiled a video
tribute to the Stanley tribe. His wife, Becky Steinbrenner, gave a
touching tribute to her deceased brother, Larry Gibson.

What a joy to see Carol Hechler, who drove almost 300 miles to
attend the event, and for all of us to fondly reminisce about her late
husband and hero to all of us, Ken Hechler.

We are thankful to all the financial contributors to Christians
For The Mountains that then was able to finance this event. We
make special appreciative mention to Owen Owens, John
Murdock, and Marz Attar (The One Foundation).

And our grateful appreciation to every guest at the event whose
presence was supportive, encouraging, and most delightful. And
we want to mention our appreciation to the many invitees unable
to attend yet who prayed, supported advised, and encouraged.

God is good! All the time!

What’s Next for Kayford?

The future is precarious for the 50+ acres of
Stanley Heirs Foundation lands and its public
park. Most of the family members who have
second home“camps”are older. The Board of
Directors is also up in years.

Furthermore, the grounds are unoccupied most
of the colder months of the year, and often
sparsely occupied during warmer months.
Break-ins, theft, and vandalism has been bad
over the past year. |

Prior to the reunion, JuniorWalk led a team to
replace stolen table boards in the picnic shelter.
The roof to the shelter was stolen in October
this year.

Several of the organizers and key persons met
the day after the Kayford Reunion to discuss
these concerns. These included Allen Johnson,
Marybeth Lorbiecki, Susan Thompson, Owen
Owens, John Murdock, and Gregg and Becky
Steinbrenner (photo below).

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Becky Steinbrennerwill take over her
brother Larry’s cabin inasmuch as it has
repeatedly been broken into and vandalized
(photos were taken with Lawyers present).
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A Stanley generations inspired by the Stanley Heirs' last stand on Kayford Mountain"
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I remember fondly what
Kayford was in the early
2000s, and it was a
wonderful loving place where
I always felt welcome. And
this was far beyond its prime,
when families and friends
lived together in the kind of
peace and camaraderie you
no longer see today.

Neighbors helping neighbors, kids playing,
reasonable moral lessons and the feeling of
community among a tightly knit group of like-
minded kin. That was so very long ago and now
this wonderful home is abandoned and dying, yet
I envision life at Kayford. Life, not just living, but
thriving like the beating hearts inside all of us
who remember laughing over campfires, or wood
stoves to keep the cabin warm. Of making meals
with your families and picking berries together
trying to be mindful of the bears.

I knew Larry from a very young age and he was
always a happy, kind and caring man and I've
found I felt the same as he did about how
important the mountains were and have always
felt a sense of duty and love up there since my
childhood. Larry was just one of those types of
people who were so genuinely unique and
heartfelt. He said what he meant, and always
meant the things he said. His dog 'Dog' kept me
company more often than not when I played at
the pavilion while he'd give his speeches at the
reunions.

I want to keep those feelings of
family and unity alive for our
generation and the next by preserving
the annual celebrations and adding
more. I want to create an active
community to get together and take
comfort in the family that surrounds
them. I want to teach our children
about the wildlife and plants and what
to and what not to watch for and
foraging as well as planting and
growing a future that lives and
breathes the mountain and is willing
to protect it. The mountain deserves a
flourishing welcoming environment.
New tables and roof for the pavilion, a
new playground for children, gardens
with herbs and vegetables for
homemade meals at gatherings, a
library with books upon books of the
need to know on the mountaintop.

Larry's life left an impression on me
that I'll never forget and can hopefully
instill in not only this but the next
generations of heirs. Kayford is a
home and a home away from home,
where love is welcome and peace is
found from the air in the sky to the
roots of the trees, and sings "You
haven't seen the last of me."

“I met Caitlin Butcher by organizing a
clean-up day on Kayford mountain for our gathering in
July. Caitlin was excited to see anything happening on
Kayford. She is one of the Stanley Heirs. Her Momma
owned a bus up on Kayford where Caitlin made some of
her fondest childhood memories. Her Momma and Grand
Mother are buried in the big cemetery on Kayford.

It just breaks her heart to see this wonderful place fall into
disrepair. Many of the cabins have been vandalized and
the park is being destroyed more every day. After getting
to know Caitlin and her family I recognized that Kayford
Mountain now belongs to the next generations of Stanley
Heirs and MJCF wants to help them fit into that role. It's
what the family fought for and it's what Larry would have
wanted. The young people of the Stanley Heirs family are
the ones to carry this dream forward.

Maria Gunnoe Says
About Caitlin

Editor’s note on Stanley Genealogy
Caitlin is the great granddaughter of Vonda Gibson
(Castle), sister of Hoot (Vernon) Gibson, and aunt of
Larry Gibson. The Castles lived next to Larry/Becky's
family in some of the hollers.

Chris Hedges Writes About Moral Giants

During the two years the cartoonist Joe Sacco and I spent on our book Days of
Destruction, Days of Revolt, written out of the poorest pockets of America, we
invariably encountered heroic men and women who — against overwhelming
odds — rose up to fight lonely and often losing battles on behalf of the oppressed.
Bill Means, Charlie Abourezk and Leonard Crow Dog in Pine Ridge, South
Dakota. Larry Gibson and Judy Bonds in the coal fields of West Virginia. Lucas
Benitez, Laura Germano and Greg Abbot in the produce fields of Florida. The
men and women in Zuccotti Park during the Occupy Wall Street movement.

When set against the crushing poverty, environmental degradation, corporate
abuse and despair they opposed, the victories they amassed were often miniscule.
And yet, to them, and to the people they were able to support, these victories were
immense. They kept alive kindness, community, decency, hope and justice. They
provided another way to speak about the world. They reminded us that our
primary task in life is to care for others. These moral giants, by their very presence
and steadfast refusal to surrender, damned the avarice, lust for power, hedonism
and violence that define corporate culture.

Ken Hechler

Laura Forman

Ben Stout

Chuck Nelson

April Keating

Sid Moye

Dianne Bady

Jimmy Weekley

Judy Bonds

Joe Sacco’s cartoon rendering of
Larry Gibson in the book co-
authored with Chris Hedges, Days
of Destruction, Days of Revolt.

“Days of Devastation” is a chapter
on mountaintop removal.

Below are a few of many Appalachian
“Moral Giants” who courageously
acted for justice. See film tributes at
https://larrygibsonbio/kayford-reunion/



Pat Hudson Interview About Her Historical Novel, Traces, On theWomen of Daniel Boone
interested in the lives of people
that history has ignored. Having
grown up in Appalachia, a place
that has always been
marginalized, I think I realized
early on that the stories told by, or
about, the favored few leave most
of us out.

You spent twenty-five years
writing this novel. What took
so long?

I started my research in 1996, but the manuscript took a
backseat for ten years when I co-founded the environmental
non-profit, LEAF, to fight mountaintop removal coal mining in
Tennessee. LEAF introduced a bill into the Tennessee
Legislature to ban MTR in Tennessee, and I spent long
stretches of time lobbying in Nashville and then spreading the
message of what was happening to Tennessee’s mountains and
why it needed to stop. I also began networking with groups like
Christians for the Mountains. It was only after our bill was
defeated in the Tennessee Senate that I had time to think about
Rebecca again. I don’t regret those “lost” years at all, because
being an activist is a major part of who I’ve always been.

One of the many joys that LEAF brought me was meeting so
many wonderful activists, such as you, Allen, and my fellow
steering committee members at CFTM. Environmental
activism brought many other fascinating people into my life,
including West Virginia native, Kathy Mattea. Kathy lobbied
with LEAF for several years and became a dear friend. She was
kind enough to write the following blurb for Traces.

“I never knew that Daniel Boone and his family spent time in
West Virginia, so to find him and Rebecca on the banks of
the Kanawha River, within walking distance of my father's
childhood home, was a thrill and a surprise. I was also
intrigued to see that Traces acknowledges the presence of the
Shawnee in the region. It's wonderful to catch a glimpse of
them in the Kanawha Valley within these pages.”

Traces takes place literally all over Appalachia, from western
North Carolina, to southwest Virginia, to east Tennessee, to
eastern Kentucky and West Virginia. The Boones were
constantly on the move. For a behind the scenes look at the
writing of Traces you can check out the Boone Blog at
www.Patricia-Hudson.com

Why did you decide to write a novel about Rebecca,
rather than a biography?

When I first started my research, I thought I might actually
write a biography of Rebecca, but I discovered pretty quickly
that there wasn’t enough information in the historical record to
allow for a full-length biography. This is true for so many

women throughout history. Most women, unless
they were fortunate enough to be born as royalty,
have been forgotten entirely, or if they’re
remembered at all, they exist only in the margins.
As recently as 2016, a study showed that of the
biographies published that year, 90% of themwere
about male subjects. Author, Rebecca Solnit put it
this way: "If our voices are essential aspects of our
humanity, to be rendered voiceless is to be
dehumanized. . . . The history of silence is central
to women’s history.” If women’s stories from the
past are going to be told at all, they often have to
be rendered as fiction.

In addition to the Boone women, Traces
highlights other marginalized women as well,
including an enslaved woman named Dolly,
and Nonhelema, a female Peace Chief for the
Shawnee. Why did you think it was important
include them?

First of all, they were actually there. All these
women were eyewitnesses to the clash of
cultures between the settlers and the indigenous
tribes, particularly the Shawnee, who fought to
retain control of their native lands. I thought it
was important to show the humanity of the
other marginalized groups in the region. So
many frontier stories portray the frontier period
as good versus evil, but I wanted to remind
people that, in reality, the settlers were invading
the traditional homelands of the Cherokee and
Shawnee, and there were good and bad people
on both sides. Ultimately, my goal with Traces
was to give voices to all these women because
they’ve been reduced to little more than
scattered footnotes in the historical record.

How do you hope your novel will speak to our
present culture and moment in time?

Women are still not fully valued within our
society, and our voices often still aren’t heard in
positions of leadership, so certainly there’s that.
Also, learning about the displacement of the
native peoples made me curious about what
tribe once called the east Tennessee land I live on
home. It turned out to be a tribe I’d never heard
of — the Yuchi. Like many eastern tribes, the
Yuchi were removed to Oklahoma and remain
there today. It would thrill me if people who read
Traces would be inspired to educate themselves
about the current conditions of native peoples in
this country. Go to www.https://native-land.ca
and enter your address to see which tribe once
lived where you live. It’s eye opening.

So, Pat, tell us what your novel, Traces, is about?

Traces is a retelling of the Daniel Boone saga from the
perspective of Boone’s wife, Rebecca, and their two eldest
daughters. Boone became famous during his lifetime thanks to
a land speculator named John Filson who traveled to Kentucky,
wrote down the frontiersman’s stories, and published them.
Daniel’s fame fueled backwoods gossip that bedeviled the
Boone women throughout their lives—most notably the
widespread suspicion that one of Rebecca's children was
fathered by Daniel's younger brother. You’ll have to read the
novel to see if I decided the rumors were true or not, but my
research convinced me the women lived with the fallout from
the gossip, whether true or false, for the rest of their lives.

What sparked your interest in the Boone women rather than
Daniel himself?

In 1996 I pulled a biography of Daniel Boone off a bookstore
shelf and took it home. I soon realized that while Boone was
interesting, I was even more fascinated by the scattered
mentions of his wife, Rebecca and their daughters. I wrote
Traces to tell the story behind the story. I’ve always been

A debut novel is a momentous time for a
first-time novelist. Traces: A Novel, is just
released in bookstores as of November 2,
2022. Published by the University of
Kentucky Press (Fireside Industries
imprint), her novel regales a plausible
tale of Daniel Boone’s wife and offspring
that are largely forgotten in the shadow
of the famous pioneer explorer.

Patricia Hudson is a wise and
encouraging member of the Steering Committee of
Christians For The Mountains. So I jumped on the
opportunity to ask if we could interview her. Yes, she
graciously accepted!

Pat (as we call her) is a native east Tennessean, Pat has been
a freelance writer for more than 30 years. She’s written for
magazines ranging from Country Living to Women’s Sports
and Fitness, but her favorite assignments focus on
historical topics. She was a contributing editor for
Americana magazine for more than a decade and a
frequent contributor to Southern Living. Her book credits
include: Listen Here:WomenWriting in Appalachia, as well
as The Carolinas and the Appalachian States, a volume in
the Smithsonian Guide to Historic America series.

Pat’s commitment to social justice issues has included
working with Central American refugees as part of the
Sanctuary movement, and co-LEAF to fight mountaintop
removal coal mining. Her work with LEAF was highlighted in
the critically acclaimed book, Something's Rising, edited by
Silas House and Jason Howard. www.Patricia-Hudson.com
—Editor
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Creation Sings God’s Praise — Debora Johnson

In 1967 as a freshman in college, my
biology professor spoke highly of Rachel
Carson’s new book, Silent Spring. She
shared the idea of this delicate network
of all living creatures and how the
balance was very sensitive and that we as
humans had much to gain and to lose if
we carelessly and thoughtlessly
consumed other creatures’habitats.

Until then, DDT had been treated like a
wonder chemical, sprayed almost at
random to kill pests. Carson showed how
it worked its way up the food chain, killing
larger animals like songbirds. If no birds
were left to sing, we would have a “Silent
Spring.”The Ecology Movement had
begun.

Ecology was new, but its ideas were old. The poet who wrote Psalm 104 has
appreciation for every aspect of nature. All creation and creators are of value,
especially to God. The psalmist saw how the world fits together: at night wild
animals hunt; at daybreak humans go out to work. The rain falls, thereby
nourishing crops for people and grass for cattle, while also watering the forest
to provide a place for birds to nest.

The psalmist ends with a desire that God would clean up the earth, and
cleanse it of sinners who mar its perfection of God’s will. The beauty of the
earth, made by God, calls out for purity of the heart.

DDT almost exterminated the Bald
Eagle. Banning DDT along with other
protections of the Endangered Species
Act has increased populations.

I no longer pray for peace:
I pray for miracles.

I pray that stone hearts will turn
to tenderheartedness,
and evil intentions will turn
to mercifulness,
and all the soldiers already deployed
will be snatched out of harmʼs way,
and the whole world will be
astounded onto its knees.

I pray that all the “God talk”
will take bones,
and stand up and shed
its cloak of faithlessness,
and walk again in its
powerful truth.

I pray that the whole world might
sit down together and share
its bread and its wine.

Some say there is no hope,
but then Iʼve always applauded the holy fools
who never seem to give up on
the scandalousness of our faith:
that we are loved by God……
that we can truly love one another.

I no longer pray for peace:
I pray for miracles.

I No Longer Pray For Peace (Poem by AnnWeems)



ATribute to the OhioValley Environmental Coalition (OVEC) As It Closes
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OVEC (the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition) formed
in 1987 to stop a toxic waste dump/incinerator proposed for
a low-income community near Huntington, WV. OVEC won
that campaign. By supporting organized voices and
empowered communities, over the years OVEC had wins on
environmental and social justice campaigns in our regions.
OVEC dissolved in November, 2021. Our members and
volunteers, donors, supporters and allies were all essential to
OVEC’s work. See https://ohvec.org on the closure.

OVEC’S Work: Issues and Programs

Defend Our Water: Much of OVEC’s work revolves around
protecting water, whether the focus is on coal or oil- and gas-
related pollution, or on educating the public, and the WV
State Legislature.

Climate Change: Much of OVEC’s work is about addressing
climate change by curbing pollution from fossil fuels and
working to stop the expansion of the petrochemical industry
in our region.

Deep Shale Oil & Gas, Pipelines, Appalachian Gas Storage
Hub/Petrochemical Complex: To protect our air, land,
water, and communities from the adverse effects of deep shale
oil and gas drilling (fracking) activities, OVEC works with
individuals, allied organizations, attorneys, and the media.

Mountaintop Removal Coal Mining: To protect human
health, communities, streams, and forests from mountaintop
removal coal mining, we organize, educate, and litigate. We
work with regional and national allies to overcome the coal
industry’s legacy of pollution and impoverished
communities.

Clean Elections/Fair Courts/Judicial Independence: Early
on in our work on environmental problems, OVEC
recognized the need to address a root cause of every issue we
tackle: special interest money in politics. We co-lead West
Virginia Citizens for Clean Elections.

Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Economic
Transition: OVEC promotes increased energy efficiency by
promoting key legislation, and by working with homeowners,
faith communities, businesses and others. We also promote
locally owned renewable energy, essential for the transition to
a sustainable economy in Central Appalachia.

Local Food and Youth: To promote healthy eating and the
benefits of local food, OVEC works with partners on a
gardening and cooking project with the Huntington Boys and
Girls Club.

Sludge Safety Work: To provide access to clean water and
protect human health from underground coal sludge
injection and sludge dams, OVEC founded the collaborative
a Sludge Safety effort. In 2008, we won an ongoing
moratorium on new sludge injection permits.

Cemetery Protection: OVEC’s work on mountaintop
removal coal mining and deep shale gas issues can involve
working to protect family cemeteries.

Note of Gratitude for OVEC, from Allen Johnson

Soon after he learned of OVEC’s dissolution, Allen Johnson,
coordinator for Christians ForTheMountains, sent this
remembrance to OVEC staff member Vivian Stockman, and
agreed to let us publish it here on OVEC’s blog. Volunteers
will be maintaining this blog for the foreseeable future.

Last night I was restless as my thoughts kept swirling around
the news that OVEC was dissolving. During this time of
mourning, I began to think of how OVEC had been so
instrumentally key to my life, especially the past 16 years.
This is because so much of my life since spring 2005 has
been intimately connected to Christians For The Mountains
(CFTM). And OVEC has been directly and indirectly an
integral support.

1. First, I met Janet Keating, Dianne Bady, and you in the
1990s in various state environmentalist gatherings. I
produced a weekly local radio program, Creation Song, that
featured interviews with activists. I remember talking to you,
Viv, after your return from protests at the World Trade
Organization meetings in Seattle.

2. When Bob Marshall and I decided to try to form a
religious-themed environmental organization for our
Appalachian region, we turned to Janet to help us put
together an invitation list for our convening conference in
mid-May 2005. The two-dozen or so of us visited Kayford
Mountain on Saturday where Larry Gibson gave us a tour.
The following day, we formed Christians For The Mountains
with a goal to serve the environmental and religious
communities with a toolkit (our Mountain Mourning
DVD), and tours for religious leaders, to publicize the
desecration of God’s earth by mountaintop removal. Janet as
a co-founder had very helpful ideas, and agreed to be on our
Steering Committee.

3. We passed the hat around at that first meeting, starting off
with a little over $100 and a willingness to serve as
volunteers. We did get the DVD made on a shoe-string, and
although we gave a lot away, we also sold some for income.
We participated in events. And OVEC loaned us $5000 for
us to hire Sage Russo for part-time organizing. A year or two
later, OVEC said we did not need to repay the loan.

4. I’m pretty certain that OVEC (likely Janet) encouraged a
foundation to begin funding CFTM. I was so surprised one
day to receive a handsome check from that foundation. The
funding enabled me to leave my library administrative job
for modest pay enabling CFTM to ramp up our
organization, acquire two part-time workers and a VISTA
volunteer, publish our Mountain Vision paper, and
spearhead several years of door-to-door family health

studies in mountaintop removal communities.

5. Under the direction of Dr. Michael Hendryx, we utilized
college student volunteers (mostly from conservative
Christian colleges), to conduct the research that Hendryx
later published in peer-reviewed journals as to the serious
health harms in communities proximate to mountaintop
removal. Restoring Eden, an organization led by Peter Illyn,
was also deeply involved in the recruitment and training of
the students. Many of the volunteer students had life-
changing experiences, even in a few cases changing their
majors. Also, the health studies spurred the introduction of
the Appalachian Health Emergency Act (ACHE) toward
ending mountaintop removal, a campaign CFTM was
integrally involved with and office in Washington, D.C., and
OVEC gave support.

6. Janet also was involved in connecting me with Marz Attar
and the One Foundation. The One Foundation provided
crucial financial support for the health studies, including
equipment for measuring pulse, oxygen, and respiration,
and for logistical expense help on lodging and
transportation costs.

7. After CFTM began to follow-up on our promise to Larry
Gibson to write his biography, Janet helped out considerably
in conducting interviews, and is now a helpful resource for
our biographer, Marybeth Lorbiecki, in reviewing the draft
manuscript for accuracy and responding to questions.

8. The initial relationship with the One Foundation led in
more recent years to its considerable financial boost to the
Larry Gibson Biography Project, such that Marybeth could
conduct extensive interviews with almost 100 people, and
drafting the book. Furthermore, Marybeth often accesses the
OVEC website for historical information such as the
extensive archives of OVEC’s “Winds of Change” newsletter.

9. The top-quality photographs of mountaintop removal that
you, Viv, have taken continue to be utilized by CFTM for
our website work, newspaper, and often with media press
inquiries. You are always so generous to share.

10. The OVEC website is a treasure trove of information on
environmental justice for our region that we often access.
Please, I hope the body of knowledge of OVEC’s website can
continue in some way. (I’m willing to host the archives if you
need a place for it).

Viv, I could think of many other ways OVEC has helped
CFTM (and me, personally). OVEC has always stood ready
to encourage and help us and numerous other partners. The
legacy of OVEC will continue positive ripples for the good
in Appalachian and elsewhere for generations to come.
Thank you.

With deep appreciation,
Allen Johnson, Coordinator, Christians For The Mountains



Mother Jones Community Foundation Advocates for Stressed Appalachian Communities
Mother Jones Community Foundation is a
non-profit organization (501-c3) dedicated to
improving the quality of life in some of the most
impoverished and exploited communities in
Appalachia. Our mission is to help people forgotten
and ignored by the exploitive industries that profited
from our natural resources and moved on.

An Abandoned Land and People
The social and economic situation in the West Virginia
Coalfields seems to be in perpetual crisis. Monolithic
coal interests have largely abandoned the region after
abrogating their responsibilities to retired miners and
their families, while poverty soars alarmingly.

The coal, hard facts:
It is in this landscape that MJCF seeks funding to
effectively aid these impoverished and threatened
communities. Our network is global. We bring this
network to the table to help these communities to heal
and move forward. Our work requires that the
community members take the lead.

Who is Mother Jones?

Mary G. Harris Jones (1837 (baptized) – November
30, 1930), known as Mother Jones from 1897 onwards,
was an Irish-born American schoolteacher and
dressmaker who became a prominent union
organizer, community organizer, and activist. She
traveled across the country, both organizing for the
United Mine Workers and orating on her own,
supporting strikes, and galvanizing public support for
legislation to prohibit child labor.

The Mother Jones Community Foundation (MJCF) is
inspired by and works in the spirit of Mother Jones by
holding politicians and industries operating in
Appalachia to a higher standard.

Goals

• Establish Black Lung and Silicosis Outreach
Programs.

• Help support drug recovery efforts in local
communities.

• Help to provide opportunities in places where
opportunity doesn’t exist.

• Initiative to address safety issues with abandoned
coal waste dams that threaten our local
communities.

• Help people protect themselves from unsafe
mining practices.

• Re-establish trust in the communities, among
neighbors, and help bridge the divide of our
people.

• It is our obligation to teach the mountain culture
that our ancestors passed down to us.

• Celebrate who we are and how we came to be
here.

• Appreciate all that this amazing place has to offer
our people in the future by reaching back into the
past and recalling who we really are.

•
MJCF Team Members

Founder/Chairwoman Mari-
Lynn Evans grew up in Braxton
County, WV, until it was
condemned for the building of
Burnsville Lake. After a successful
career in health care, Evans
produced three highly-acclaimed
documentary films:The
Appalachians; Coal Country; and

Blood On The Mountains. See the website for film
information.

MJCF Director: Maria
Gunnoe is a multi-award-
winning Community
Organizer and world-
renowned Activist. Maria is a
lifelong resident of Boone
County, WV. She has worked
in preserving and protecting
the culture and history of rural

West Virginia communities for 25 years. In her role as
MJCF Director, Maria works to improve the lives of
the people in the communities that have been
forgotten.

Board Member Allen Johnson is co-
founder and Coordinator for
Christians For The Mountains, editor
of this Mountain Vision, and currently
Chair of the Allegheny Blue-Ridge
Alliance (ABRA), President of Eight
Rivers Council, and Board Member of
World Stewardship Institute. Johnson

has a Master’s degree in ChristianTheology with an
emphasis on public policy.

Board Member Marian Steinert is
an artist and photographer living
in Northeast Ohio. Her family is
fromWales, where they were coal
miners; they settled in the coal-
mining area of Pennsylvania. She
was a still photographer for the

filming process of Mari-Lynn Evans’s “Coal Country”
documentary and contributed images to the
accompanying book.

Chuck Nelson (1956-2021) MJCF Board
Advisor: Chuck was a retired
West Virginia underground
UMWA coal miner of 29 years.
“I have spent most of my
retirement exposing the practices
of mountaintop removal
because it is destroying the people,
places, and the culture that I grew

up knowing.” Chuck Nelson was respected for his
integrity.

MJCF Historian Wess Harris
curates the independent and
uncensored WHENMINERS
MARCH TRAVELING
MUSEUM that offers
complimentary Truth Tours of

the State Museum. He editedWritten in Blood on the
sordid practices of the coal industry.

Partner with MJCF

See MJCF website at https://motherjoneswv.com
Write at P.O. Box 494, Van, West Virginia 25206
Email info@motherjoneswv.com
Call the MJCF office at 304-989-9581.
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Gated off and Priced Out: The Paradox of Rural Gentrification by ScottWithrow

“The freedom of affluence opposes and contradicts the
freedom of community life.” Wendell Berry

I was car-pooling with a hiking group in the mountains of
South Carolina. On the way to hike we stopped at a
combination country store, convenience store and restaurant.
It was a traditional stop for this group—a place of snacks and
unhealthy food for the most part, but part of the community for
years. On the return trip, a passenger asked that we stop by a
public market built as part of a gated community and facing
the highway. This passenger touted the healthy food—likely
organic-- of the market associated with the gated community
in contrast to that of the traditional store. The passenger was
correct: the food was much healthier at the second store, but
who among the long-standing residents in that area of the
mountains could afford it on a regular basis. The contrast
points out the paradox of rural gentrification and community
health. (Looking back, it occurs to me that maybe even our
hiking group was gentrified, consisting of comparatively
affluent urbanites with enough leisure time to benefit from this
rural area without contributing much to it.)

Gentrification is
thought of as an

urban phenomenon,
but it is increasingly
rural. Appalachian
North and South
Carolina have no
great mineral wealth
and challenges such
as mountaintop
removal as with

Kentucky and West Virginia, but they have other problems,
among them rural gentrification.

On the one hand, affluent and gated communities often
bring incomers interested in the outdoors and preservation
of natural resources, described as “progressives” in the
contemporary usage. These are often gifted people retired
from industry or a profession. They sometimes take part in
local government, support performing arts, and worship in
area houses of worship—often in nearby urban areas. They
are not particularly bad people. Some, to their credit, take
part in the local economy. Beyond individual contributions,
the building of rural homes creates local jobs in landscaping,
construction, and perhaps related sales and clerical jobs.

But all is not well. Rural gentrification exemplifies the
paradox often seen in Appalachia today—how to reject
provincialism--yes, “to welcome strangers” --yet preserve a
regional rural economy and, with it, elevation of community

health and protection of the environment. The paradox
points out a fundamental view of land and the local economy.
Land in the 21st century is more than ever a commodity to be
traded, land often not cherished, kept, and regenerated.
Expensive homes in gated communities worsen this situation
by driving up land prices, rents, and taxes. In turn, long-
standing residents are priced-out and give up on trying to
remain—often with nowhere to go. No better illustration is
that of “horse country,” a name often given to equine
communities in both Carolinas. Paradoxically, large horse
farms do often preserve the land as pasture, but they also
drive-up land prices, making it difficult for residents who
have lived there all their lives to earn a livelihood other than
to take a job associated with the affluent communities. Like
urban gentrification, it affects the elderly to a greater extent
than others—those on a fixed income-- more often women,
and Communities of Color where they exist in rural areas.
People in affluent rural communities must have an inkling of
what their pursuit of the American dream is doing to local
communities—to “locals”: they might say--but acting on
their notions would jeopardize their lifestyle and they go
away saddened at the prospect.

The Carolina Blue Ridge will never be the same. It is no
secret that long-standing residents are “priced out;” that
small farms are disappearing in an area rapidly gentrifying,
that fewer people have family gardens; that food deserts exist
in rural areas as well as cities. “Jobs and economic
development” become the mantra of area promoters.
Development replaces woodland and foothill peach
orchards, never to be returned to the land’s original use.

In the end, there are no easy answers. Part of the solution is
a reordering of government and agricultural policy and
business to the priorities of local democracy (and local food).
Local democracy is one in which county and other
government officials are not bought off by real estate or
corporate interests; one that is not a revolving door between

officeholder and corporate
interests. God forbid, it
might even take a great
crisis to create change. As
we have seen with Covid,
such crises affect those in
gated communities as well
as they who have been on
the land for generations.
Covid becomes a great
equalizer.

Mable Owens Clarke of the historic Liberia Community
in mountainous Pickens County, South Carolina has taken

another direction. Long an advocate for her
African American community, she has
worked to preserve the historic Soapstone
Baptist Church, an early school, and slave
cemetery on land obtained just after the Civil
War Known for organizing a popular
monthly fish fry over the years, she has most
recently worked to preserve the church and
its surrounding land through a conservation
easement. The hilltop location, long salivated
over by developers with its views of Table
Rock and the Blue Ridge escarpment, will
continue to serve as a special place in the
community.

Across the Appalachian communities face
the dilemma of how to survive in a
gentrifying environment or one of ecological
damage. But answers have a common
denominator—how to create local
community. It will require a new paradigm—
or an old one resurrected, a way of thinking
about land. It all comes down to the local
level with people who decide what is best for
a community, people who stand for the
community—a person with the knowledge
and passion of the late Larry Gibson--not the
“jobs and development” advocates, not the
gentrifiers and polluters.

ScottWithrow grew up in the
Appalachian foothills inwestern North
Carolina and has long been concerned
about protecting mountain land and
people. He enjoyed meeting Larry
Gibsonwhen he spoke at Furman
University, Greenville, SC. and was
impressed with Larry’s down-to-earth
style and his passion to protect Kayford
Mountain.
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Uprooted: Recovering the Legacy of the PlacesWe’ve Left Behind
by Grace Olmstead Sentinel, 2021 Book Review by Debora Johnson

Some people are “stickers” and some people are
“boomers.” Who stays in their hometown and who

moves on? Grace Olmstead grew up in Emmett, Idaho
where her parents, grandparents and cousins all freely
enjoyed family gatherings, community relationships,
church bonds and farming networks. Upon entering
college in Virginia, she left all that behind. She put down
roots for ten years in the East, but she often ponders over
these places that are being left behind.

Olmstead, now a journalist in Washington, D. C,
examines the heart-breaking consequences of
uprooting—for her home place and for the greater
heartland of America. Uprooted wrestles with the
questions of what we owe the places we come from and
what we are willing to sacrifice for profit and progress.

Society has undervalued the degree to which small,
connected communities matter: how the bonds of life
they cultivate in their lifetime are thick and nourishing,
how the virtues they foster matter for communal health.
Small communities build a culture—a shared set of
beliefs, values, goals, and practices—that emphasize
stewardship, neighborliness, voluntarism, and
responsibility.

It is not difficult to see how dangerous this situation
could be for our rural communities. Places that used to
be healthy have grown frail. Many rural communities are
increasingly empty of people and of hope. But for some
reason, instead of seeing an outpouring of alarm or
concern over these developments, advocates for rural
America have met with a growing amount of pushback
and disdain.

In rural America you will see company farms, family
farms and gardens. We depend on all of these. At this
point in our history, Americans spend less of their
income on food than people in any country in the world,
and food in America is cheaper than almost anywhere
else in the world. But there are larger costs to our cheap
food: widespread obesity, soil depletion, water pollution,
animal maltreatment, the unfair wages afforded to
farmworkers, disappearing incomes of farmers, chemical
runoff, and more. Our cheap food is not cheap, and
eventually we will have to pay our bill.

Americans spend trillions of dollars at the grocery
stores every year. All those dollars don’t flow straight into
the farmers’ pockets but instead flow through multiple

intermediaries. Farmers earned 37 cents of every dollar the
American consumer spent on food in the 1980’s—but today
farmers are making less than 15 cents of every food dollar.
Squeezed on both the input and the output side of what they
grow, many dairies and farms are struggling to make ends
meet and sell their goods. Direct-to-consumer model—
small though it may still be—could offer farmers great
opportunity for survival.

Western agribusiness’s desire to “feed the world” has
served to undercut the vibrancy and health of indigenous
and peasant farmers in their own communities. We have
tried to pick winners and losers in the battle for agricultural
survival, not just in the United States but throughout the
world as well, without any thought to the tradition and self-
sufficiency that we might undermine.

Most consumers no longer know (nor care) whether the
farms that produce their food are healthy: whether the
people, animals, plants, soil, or communities that make up
our agricultural base are thriving or not. Most people care
about cheapness to the detriment of wholeness.

When Olmstead returns to her hometown to visit family,
she sees an increasing number of strip malls and
pharmacies, coffee shops and restaurants, business
complexes and parking lots. Her valley has traded in plum
trees and alfalfa crops for fields of asphalt and grass turf.
Boise’s suburban boom is transforming her little
hometown—and it is having a similar impact on it roots and
local life. Every year, the growth spreads a little farther
outward, taking up more of the countryside. Acres of trees
are regularly ripped out and replaced with housing. Rent
prices have risen to such an extent that lower income
individuals in the community are struggling to remain in
their own town. Low-income renters aren’t the only ones
adversely affected by the home market and growing sprawl.

The development pattern is pushing
farmers off the land as well. Suburban
growth and its resultant population of
commuters seem certain to transform
the farming valley‘s rhythms in coming
decades. They are making indelible
marks on the landscape, quickly
pushing out the harvesters.

Yes, growth is good: it’s coveted by
many rural communities and small
cities in this time of winner-take-all
cities and urban consolidation. But in
the process of growth, we could lose our
more diverse native landscape to
suburban sprawl. We could lose out
embedded, multigenerational farm
community, with its ties to the land and
to place. We could lose our sense of
local, historical memory: a communal
memory that ties us to the past, with all
its lessons and brokenness, and offers us
guidance for the futures. When
everything is shiny and new, it is easy to
forget everything that came before.

Many factors prompted Grace
Olmstead to leave Idaho in the first
place are no longer relevant. As an adult
she no longer worries about being seen
as her own person and she doesn’t
bristle at being known by her family.
Her old desire for novelty has changed
with time, and she has come to realize
that constancy matters as much to our
world as audacity and daring. She still
deeply cares about international
humanitarian issues, but she’s come to
realize that poverty, injustice, and
violence are local issues too.
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In a world that seems so
troubled, how do we hold
on to hope? Looking at the
headlines--the worsening
climate crisis, a global
pandemic, loss of
biodiversity, political
upheaval--it can be hard to
feel optimistic. And yet hope
has never been more
desperately needed.

Jane Goodall, the world’s
most famous living naturalist, and Douglas Abrams dia-
logue together, exploring the reasons why hope is still
available.

Filled with moving and inspirational stories and photo-
graphs from Jane’s remarkable career, The Book of Hope is
a deeply personal conversation with one of the most
beloved figures in the world today.

While discussing the experiences that shaped her dis-
coveries and beliefs, Jane tells the story of how she became
a messenger of hope: from living through World War II, to
her years in the Gombe Jungle in Africa studying chim‐
panzees, to realizing she had to leave the forest to travel the
world in her role as an advocate for environmental justice.

Drawing on decades of work that has helped
expand our understanding of what it means to be human
and what we all need to do to help build a better world, The
Book of Hope touches on four vital reasons to be hopeful.

1. The Amazing Human Intellect
In one example Jane says that human intellect and

imagination seem to allow us to be altruistic in an inclusive
way. We can help others even if it has no obvious positive
impact on our own lives. When we see a picture of starving
children, we can imagine how they feel and we want to help
them. The picture triggers our pity, our sympathy. Most
people feel this way even when those arousing this pity are
from a different culture from our own.

She goes to say human intellect is especially important
because of our language skills. We can discuss problems
and teach our children the importance of looking at a
problem from different points of view. To keep an open
mind. Archbishop Tutu had said that forgiveness is how we
unchain ourselves from the past. We choose the forgiveness
cycle instead of the revenge cycle.

2. The Resilience of Nature

A great example is the restoration of a disused quarry,
a monstrous five-hundred-acre scar where almost nothing
grew near the coast of Kenya. The devastation had been
created by a cement company. Surprisingly, Felix Mandi,
owner of the company hired a horticulturist to restore the
ecosystem. After ten years of work the soil layer was now
thick enough to support over one hundred and eighty
species of indigenous trees and other plants. Various birds,
insects and other animals began returning to the land, and
eventually giraffes, zebras, and even hippopotamuses were
introduced. Today it is known as Haller Park and is visited
by people from around the world, and it serves as a model
for other restoration projects.

3. The Power of Young People

In 1991 twelve Tanzanian high school students talked
with Jan about their concerns. Some worried about things
like the destruction of coral reefs by
illegal dynamiting, poaching in the national parks, the
plight of street children and others about the ill treatment
of stray dogs in the market. These students went back to
their schools, gathered together others who were also con-
cerned, held another meeting and Roots & Shoots was
born. Roots & Shoots has since become a global move-
ment, with hundreds of thousands of members, from
kindergarten through university, active in sixty-eight coun-
tries-and growing.

Jane was introduced to a teacher who arranged for her
to come and speak at what she was told was the second
poorest elementary school in the state of New York. Some
of the students wanted to ban Styrofoam from their school
lunches. With much work with Jane pointing the way, they
succeeded.

4. The Indomitable Human Spirit

The coauthor, Doug Abrams, recounted that he had a
very important role model in his life who embodied that
indomitable spirit: his grandfather. Doug tells that his
grandfather lost his leg as a boy. Even with a wooden leg he
became a ballroom dancer and competitive tennis player!
He became a neurosurgeon and performed a pioneering
separation of conjoined twins, which he had been told was
impossible. He showed recent amputees how to live with a
prosthetic and assure them that they could have a full life.
He had a motto: “The difficult is hard, the impossible just a
little harder.”

Another inspiring example is Standing Rock, refer-
encing the 2016 protests to stop construction of the
Dakota Access Pipeline. It would likely threaten the Stand-
ing Rock Sioux Reservation’s primary water source and
desecrate their sacred sites. The police used pepper spray,
tear gas, rubber bullets, and even sprayed the protestors
with water in the freezing winter, and the protestors stayed.

Conclusion

Jane has made the transformation from a field
researcher who spent hours alone in the forest to someone
traveling and giving talks three hundred days a year (before
COVID) always surrounded by people. Her message is to
all who will hear is—our greatest two threats to our future
are climate crisis and the loss of biodiversity. If we cannot
solve these, then if will be the end of life on Earth as we
know it, including our own. We cannot live on it if the nat-
ural world dies.

She encourages us to use the gift of our lives to make
this a better world. For the sake of our children and the
natural world—the animals, the plants, the trees. She
wants us to rise to the challenge, inspire and help those
around us because she says we CAN! And together we
WILL!

Debora Johnson is an avid reader of books
for young and old. She enjoys children,
gardening, and being outdoors. She is
married 51 years to the editor of the
Mountain Vision.

The Book of Hope by Jane Goodall and Douglas Abrams (Celadon, 2021) Review by Debora Johnson
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Editor’s Introductory Comments
Everybody experiences conflicts with animals. For city
dwellers it might be ants, cockroaches, mice, and pigeons.
Gardeners can add in rabbits, deer, berry-picking birds,
and certain insects. Canadian geese foul up large lawns,
foxes eat chickens, and raccoons upset trash cans.

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a science-based
process to manage pest damage that minimizes both
economic costs and risks to people, property, and the
environment.

Lynn Braband is Senior Extension Associate of New York
State Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) in the College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences at Cornell
University. In March 2022,
Braband was honored by the
International IPM for outstanding
contributions to Integrated Pest
Management.

Lynn Braband is a long-time supporter of CFTM. He
conributed an article, “The Genesis Mandate Revisited:
Reconciling Conservation with Western Cultureal
History” for our Spring/Summer 2018, Vol 11 issue of
our Mountain Vision paper (read on our website).

Fear-provoking stimuli

Alarge and varied collection of techniques, varying in
sophistication and effectiveness, are included in this

category of wildlife damagemanagement techniques. Many
types of visually based products and approaches have
been developed to repel birds which rely heavily on vision
to avoid danger. Fladry has been effective with wolves and,
to a lesser degree, coyotes. Auditory devices utilize loud
noises or recorded distress calls. Odor based stimuli will be
described in the next section. Live predators, such as
trained falcons or dogs as well as remote-controlled model
vehicles, have been used to harass wildlife such as gulls and
geese away. Guard animals, as dogs, are used to protect
livestock from predators and tree plantation sand orchards
from deer.

Fladry ties ribbons to fences.

Many fear-provoking techniques are subject to
habituation where the technique loses effectiveness

once the target animals realize the lack of real risk,
essentially “getting use” to the stimulus. Habituation may
be delayed by
1) incorporating movement in the technique; 2) only

utilizing the technique when damage is anticipated; and
3) reinforcing by utilizing more than one technique.

Donkeys, Llamas, specialized Dog breeds are trained to
effectively protect vulnerable animals from predators.

Chemical repellents

Most chemical repellents affect the target animal’s
sense of taste, smell, or touch(contact). Commercial

taste repellents are available to protect plants from
herbivores as deer and rabbits. Other taste repellents utilize
compounds, such as methyl anthranilate, to repel birds.
Olfactory deer repellents include products based on
predator urine and sulfur compounds, which may mimic
predator urine. Several contact repellents, containing
polybutenes or other ingredients, form a sticky surface that
is uncomfortable for pigeons and other birds. Polybutene
products tend to be messy and may get stuck in the bird’s
feathers. Realize that repellents are legally classified as
pesticides subject to same regulations as other pesticides.

Diversion

Diversion refers to providing an alternative seeking to
attract wildlife away from the resource potentially

damaged. Agricultural examples include planting food
plots or creating browse. In one national wildlife refuge,
starlings were usurping Wood Duck houses until refuge
staff installed starling-sized bird houses as an alternative.

Exclusion

When practical, physical barriers to prevent animal
access to the protected resource are among the best

approaches to solving wildlife damage issues. Examples
include various types of fencing seeking to prevent animal
access to agricultural crops or other sensitive sites. A wide
range of specialized products for bird exclusion have been
developed, and new products and accessories come on the
market frequently. On retention ponds and other ponds
where human use is discouraged, installing a grid or
parallel lines of cable, wire, or heavy-test fishing line will
discourage use by geese and gulls Several exclusion
approaches have been developed seeking to prevent
beavers from building or repairing dams.

Tall fences can keep out deer,
while smaller fences might
keep out rabbits. Effective
co-existence with wildlife is a
goal to be achieved.

Habitat manipulation

This approach to preventing or reducing wildlife damage
may be implemented at a range of scale.The vulnerable

resource itself might be modified. Water bodies with
mowed grass up to the water’s edge provides ideal
conditions for Canada Goose foraging. Changes, as
planting shrubs or installing physical barriers, near the
water line reduces the appeal of the site to the birds.
Research by Cornell’s Paul Curtis indicate that wood sided
houses painted brown tend to sustain more damage from
woodpeckers than differently colored structures. The
habitat surrounding the vulnerable resource might be
modified. Reducing or eliminating thick grassy cover in
orchards reduces habitat for voles which can cause
significant damage to fruit trees. Landscape scale
approaches, such as addressing the relationship of wildlife
refugia to the vulnerable resource, are potentially
applicable to agriculture, airfields, and housing
developments, among other contexts.

Wildlife damage management has developed as an
important subdivision within wildlife biology and needs to
be successfully integrated into wildlife conservation efforts
for the long term health of our wild fauna.

***********
Border Collies handled by a trainer
can be effective in keeping Canadian
Geese from grass landscapes.

Live traps can humanely remove animal
pests. Do learn the traits of these
animals to properly resettle.

What does this picture say?
What would be a method to stop
the steal?

Mr. McGregor chasing Peter
Rabbit. A favorite children’s
story. Sometimes we humans
need to share a portion.

DealingWith Human—Wildlife Conflicts by Lynn Braband
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My Latest Plant Companion: The Oak of Justice by Daniel Salomon

“They will be called oaks of justice…”
(Isaiah 61: 3, RNAB)

God gave me a new plant companion to help
accompany me on my journey as I get my
PhD in Urban Studies with Environment and

Neurodiversity specializations, as an autistic Catholic
at Portland State University (PSU) in Portland
Oregon. There are not many autistic people in my
PhD program or in my Urban Studies field at this
time in history, which is lonely. God gave me my new
plant companion in Costa Rica this summer of 2022
on a faculty-led study abroad course offered in a
different department at PSU. The Master’s program is
in Leadership for Sustainable Education (LSE). The
course was entitled “Rooted in Costa Rica.” It was a
course on how to become climate resilient.

As part of my course, we completed a workshop lead
by an Indigenous Costa Rican man and an American
women Ph.D ethnobotanist who runs Kis Botanicals.
(KISbotanicals@gmail.com/ can also be followed on
Facebook @KISbotanical). Our workshop was held
on Kis Botanicals’ farm in a remote rural location,
deep in the tropical rainforests of the Central Pacific
region of Costa Rica. We were taught the Indigenous
medicine tradition of making medicine from plants.

We were given the opportunity to make medicine
from the wood of an evergreen oak (Roble Sabana)
which grows in Costa Rica. The medicinal value of
this oak species boosts one’s immune system and is an
anti-fungal for Athletes’ Feet. In Indigenous tradition,
the medicine is tailored to the specific body and
needs of an individual person by asking the plant,
directly like a prayer, what remedy might the plant
wants to provide. So everyone was given the
opportunity to ask this, directly, to a mature Roble
Sabana tree, growing at the edge of the farm by the
side of an unpaved road, just this.

The answer I received was “companionship.” The
woman scientist was in awe. She said this is what is
known in the Indigenous medicine tradition as, “a
plant ally.” In other words, sometimes a plant just
wants to be your friend. She also revealed when she
first met me at the beginning of this workshop, she
knew, “that this tree would be perfect for this boy.”

I was able to take my oak medicine back to the
United States. I was blessed with a nonhuman
companion at a time in my life when I really needed
one. Not only was I working on my Ph.D as an
autistic person in a neurotypical person’s field. I was
experiencing some of the worst uprooting I have
experienced in my life. I had to start online versus in-
person because of Covid. Then the global climate
crisis hit Oregon through forest fires and heat domes.
Because being cut-off from Creation in my beloved
Portland because of all Portland has been through in
the last few years, I so needed another nonhuman
companion! God gave meThe Oak of Justice to
become an “oak of justice.”

God even made it possible for me to communicate
withThe Oak of Justice in Costa Rica through all the
members of the Oak family growing in and around
Portland. The Oaks of Justice have helped me to
embody the energies I need to both feel
companionship and continue to attain

companionship with my fellow humans. Every time I
notice an oak tree around Portland, I feel inner peace
and I am thankful.

No worries! Indigenous medicine is also Biblical,
“…the leaves of the trees serve as medicine for the
nations”
(Revelation 22: 2, RNAB).

***

Editor’s Note: I met Daniel Salomon at an
outdoor Opening The Book Of Nature retreat in
the mid-1990’s. Daniel was a teen-ager. All of us
older adults in the gathering were impressed by
Daniel’s remarkable and precocious insights.
Following the retreat, Daniel stayed with my
family for several days. During the following
several decades, we have had many fruitful
conversations as Daniel completed his
undergraduate studies, then seminary studies,
and eventually to Portland, Oregon, where he is
completing his Ph.D.

Daniel’s neurodiverse personhood on the autistic
spectrum brings gifted insights, some of which
can be accessed through his several books
available at
https://www.amazon.com/Daniel-A.-Salomon/e/
B0045SY54K/ref=ntt_dp_epwbk_0
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Connie writes, Following is a small
summarized sampling of CCC prayer
requests. We believe standing together in
prayer brings powerful answers and is
crucially needed! If you would like to be a
CCC member, just email us and we will
add you to our prayer network.

cccpnch@aol.com
(Please put Prayer Network on subject
line. Thanks!)

By the power of our Living,
Loving Lord,
Connie Hanson, Director
Christians Caring for Creation

Dear CCC Prayer Partners,

There are overwhelmingly prayer needs
for 2022, but, thankfully, God is
omnipotent and never overwhelmed. We
can stand together at the Throne of Grace
with assurance, lifting up our prayers,
knowing our Lord is merciful and will
answer. Hebrews 16:4
"Let us therefore come boldly to the
Throne of Grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need."

PRAISES: The EPA announced it's intent
to strengthen lead and copper regulations
and support proactive lead services line
removal across the country. The EPA
Administrator said they will use every tool
available to protect all Americans from lead
in their drinking water.
Please PRAY getting lead out of drinking
water in all communities in our country will
be a determined priority and will happen!

A California Superior Court ruled in favor
on behalf of the American Beekeeping
Federation and the Pollinator Stewardship
Council to stop, in California, the use of a
bee killing pesticide called sulfoxaflor.
Nearly all commercial honey bee colonies in
the US spend a portion of the year in CA, so
this ruling has positive implications across
the entire country. Thank the Lord! PRAY
judges in every state will ban sulfoxaflor.

PRAYER REQUESTS:

It seems, tragically, that there is a vendetta
in some parts of our country against
wolves, who are God's creatures. The
killing of wolves in tortuous ways is
rampant and we need to PRAY against
this, asking the Lord, in the powerful
name of Jesus to stop these slaughters.
Please PRAY hearts will be softened and
minds will be changed in the legislators
who approve these hunts, and they will be
stopped.

Please PRAY local legislators, national
legislators, the Administration, and
peoples in all our states will be given, from
the Lord, a new sense of urgency
regarding climate change and a new, deep
love for God's creation and creatures.
PRAY the Holy Spirit will open us all, and
those who make our laws, to the Lord's
clear directions regarding how to protect
communities, creatures, and His precious
creation.

The government in British Columbia,
Canada, is not taking adequate action to
stop old-growth logging and the result is
unprecedented flooding and mudslides,
wreaking havoc all across British
Columbia. Please PRAY their government
AND OURS will realize what devastation
and destruction logging causes, to
communities, creatures, forest ecosystems,
and climate, and will pass legislation to
END the logging of National Forests!

Illegal hunting to feed illegal ivory trade is
an enormous threat to elephants and this
poaching has brought about a crisis for
elephants' very survival! Not only are
elephants precious because they are God's
creatures, but they play a critical role in
maintaining forest ecosystems.

Ezekiel 36:26" I, the Lord, will give you a
new heart and put a new spirit in you;
I will remove from you your heart of
stone and give you a heart of flesh."

We pray this verse in Ezekiel for ourselves,
and for all people in the world.

“The Detour Not Taken” by Connie Hanson, Co-Director

It’s amazing the effect a detour can have…even when not taken. I know this to be a fact
because the impetus for the “Christians Caring for Creation Prayer Network” actually
began when our sons, Kirk and Chad, did not follow a detour sign on the Pacific Crest
Trail (the PCT).

After planning for months, and deciding to take a year off from their universities, Kirk and
Chad began their 2,700-mile expedition on the PCT, and our whole family embarked
upon months of prayer for their protection!

Challenging, but exhilarating, Kirk and Chad had been on the PCT for weeks when they
started seeing “Detour” signs on the trail in the Tahoe National Forest. They dutifully took
the detours, which would take them off the trail for a way and then return them eventually
to the original path.

After doing this for some time, our sons saw two men up ahead in U S Forest Service
uniforms, nailing a sign to a tree, then hurrying away. When Kirk and Chad got to the
spot, to their surprise the message read: “It’s a scam. Don’t take the detour.”

Needless to say, they did not take the detour and then saw a sight that would change their
lives and the lives of countless others. Around the bend was a shocking scene of
devastation! Not a tree was standing, only stumps! This was the first of an unending sea of
“clear cuts” our sons experienced all the way to Canada, in National Forests, on public
land.

When our Kirk and Chad returned from hiking the entire PCT, they showed us pictures of
the clear cuts they had seen all along their expedition. We were horrified and heartbroken,
as were all who saw the devastating photos. These scenes of devastation were the impetus
for Kirk and Chad to attend law school, specializing in environmental law, and for Chad to
found “The John Muir Project” (JMP), which continually strives to protect forests and to
end the commercial logging of our National Forests.
(johnmuirproject.org)

When Chad began JMP, it soon became clear that much prayer was needed to undergird
the efforts of JMP and the endeavors of other groups working to protect, preserve, and
restore God’s precious creation. Therefore, my daughter, Amy, and I were led to start
“Christians Caring for Creation” (CCC), a national, environmental, email prayer network.
Since then, CCC has grown to hundreds of members who email praise and prayer requests
to us, which we email out to the prayer network. Then, hundreds stand together at the
Throne of Grace, praying fervently for: members’ health and personal challenges;
environmental workers’ endeavors and projects; prayers for justice and peace in our

country and world; and, protection prayers for our Lord’s
endangered and threatened creatures.

Connie Hanson (r) and daughter Amy are co-founders
of CCCPNCH. They live near the Pasadena, California.

Connie is licensed as a Marriage and Family Counselor.
She is a Board member of World Stewardship Institute.
Under pen name Lee Hanson, she has authored books
such as Here You Go Again, God!

An Invitation to Join Christians Caring For Creation Prayer Network (CCCPNCH)
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People Power Stops a Dirty Deal Reflections by Allen Johnson

“No Dirty Deal. No Dirty Deal!!!” I heard
that chant countless times ringing out through the
throats of very determined people in Washington, DC
on a sunnyThursday September 8, 2022.

The day before, I was riding in a rental van to the
seat of national political power with seven other
energized folks fromWest Virginia. Commandeering
the van,Maury Johnson has been a non-stop
organizer par excellence fighting theMountain Valley
Pipeline (MVP) since its inception eight years ago.
Pipeline construction has messed up his farmland, his
well water, and his peaceful life. Also with us was the
loquacious Ashby Berkley who owns and is restoring
the historic Sweet Springs Resort that was designed
byThomas Jefferson. Diminutive Pam Garretson,
Chair of theWVChapter of the Poor People’s
Campaign, is not at all small with her fiery speeches
against injustice. On a van seat was Deni Elliott,
media savvy director of the Greenbrier River
Watershed Association, who on our return trip home
gave a compelling live interview to a major regional
news outlet. Three others with us were equally
determined and passionate advocates

Hundreds of people from across the nation fanned
in to DC to protest. What was the egregious “dirty
side deal” that had us riled? That it was a favorable
fossil-fuel industry deal? That the deal sabotaged
Lincoln’s vision of a “government of the people, for
the people, by the people”?Why was that earlier, on
August 24, over 650 grassroots organizations and
environmental, civil rights, and climate-focused
advocacy groups had sent a letter to Democratic
Party leaders Chuck Schumer and Nancy Pelosi
opposing West Virginia Senator Joe Manchin’s
promised side deal?

As part of his campaign for presidency, and a
centerpiece of his administration, Joe Biden proposed
a “Build Back Better Plan” that encompassed major
investments in social, infrastructural, environmental,
and climate programs. Yet Biden’s proposal lock-
jawed into a sharp partisan divide. With the Senate
evenly split between supportive Democrats and
oppositional Republicans, Joe Manchin (D),
brokered a less expansive and less expensive bill
named “The Inflation Reduction Act” (IRA).This
bill that passed indeed has climate fighting provisions
yet also expands drilling on public lands as a perk for
the fossil fuel industries.

Behind closed doors, for his power-broker
support for the IRA, Manchin made a “dirty side
deal with Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to
support Manchin’s forthcoming bill he would
soon introduce as a rider to the “must pass budget
funding bill” by September 30 to keep the federal
government operational. A leaked memo showed
the American Petroleum Institute’s influence on
Manchin’s bill. At the heart of Manchin’s bill,
when introduced as ‘‘Energy Independence and
Security Act of 2022,” was (quote) “Streamlining
Process For Authorizations And Reviews Of
Energy And Natural Resources Projects.”The
legislation proposed speedy authorizations that
included too-short time frames for public input,
regulatory agency review, and court due process.

Especially egregious for us protesters were
lengthy provisions in his proposed bill to grease
through without delay the Mountain Valley Pipeline
(MVP).This partially-completed natural gas pipeline

cutting through West Virginia and Virginia has
been rightly delayed due to incapability to meet
regulatory standards along with a massive trail of
pollution violations. A federal court has upheld
regulatory requirements. Some economists were
predicting the MVP investors would cancel the
project, like the Atlantic Coast Pipeline had been
cancelled in 2020.

Not to be dissuaded, Manchin’s dirty side bill
opens a section with the following language that
subsequently is spelled out in detail.

The purpose of this section Is to require the
appropriate Federal officers and agencies to take all
necessary actions to permit the timely completion of
the construction and operation of the Mountain
Valley Pipeline without further administrative or
judicial delay or impediment.

Not also to be dissuaded were the many thousands
of activists who pleaded with their congressional
leaders to thwart the dirty side deal. Our ownWest
Virginia contingent met with five staff members of the
Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources,
of which Senator Manchin is Chair. Five hundred of
us participated in a rally near the Capitol that
afternoon, including many First Nations peoples from
across the country.

Our pleas were heard! When
some of us returned the week
of September 26, a number of
Democrats and most
Republicans in both the House
and Senate were opposed to
Manchin’s side bill. The Senate
opposition included Virginia
Senator Tim Kaine, who
expressed anger over
Manchin’s bill to fast track the
MVP without further due
process by regulatory agencies,
courts, or public input.

Indigenous First Nation from
across the U.S. Participated.
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People Power …continued from page 20

House Committee on Natural Resources
Chair Rep. Raul Grijalva marshalled 77 house
members to oppose the bill. In his press
release, Grijalva stated in part,

“…you can still see fossil fuel’s fingerprints all
over the text: Shortened public
comment periods, fewer avenues for
communities to fight back against
projects polluting their communities,
and weakened enforcement of bedrock
environmental and public health laws.
These dangerous permitting shortcuts
have been on industry wish lists for years.
And now they’ve added the Mountain Valley
Pipeline approval as the rotten cherry on top
of the pile.”

“The very fact that this fossil fuel brainchild is being
force-fed into must-pass government funding
speaks to its unpopularity. My colleagues and
I don’t want this. The communities that are
already hit hardest by the fossil fuel industry’s
messes certainly don’t want or deserve this.”

A few weeks later, Tuesday September 27 was a
remarkable, memorable day for People Power. I had
joined up withMaury Johnson for a full day of
action.We kicked off the day with a rally calling for
the firing of David Malpass as head of the World
Bank.Malpass has been weak on climate change,
recently dismissively replying to a reporter’s question
on fossil fuel contribution to global warming, “I do
not know. I am not a scientist.” The rally was held
across the street from the World Bank headquarters.
Some of the speakers includedMaury Johnson and
Bill McKibben. (Note: Malpass may be retracting his
earlier noncommittal position on climate)

Immediately after that rally, environmental justice
attorney Jonathan Sokolow shuttled Maury Johnson,
Bill McKibben, and me to another gathering near the
Capitol where each of us spoke. I preached on 1
Kings 21 in the Bible.Naboth owned an ancestral
vineyard that he refused to sell to the covetous King
Ahab. The king’s wife, Queen Jezebel, maliciously
manipulated to obtain the vineyard for her husband,
stoking the wrath of God through the prophet Elijah.
I suggested as an analogy Senator Manchin’s dirty side
deal to grease through the MVP.

Later that afternoon, I joined
with seven other activists for a
meeting with a staff person for
Senator Jeff Merkley of
Oregon, who opposes the bill.
Our group then went
unannounced to the office of
Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer to resolutely request a
conversation on the side deal.
Josh Fox live-streamed video to
his numerous followers. Fox is
the producer of the 2010
documentary, Gasland, that
exposed the dangers of
fracking. We had been quietly sitting on the floor of
the front office when the kind receptionist received
notice that Manchin had withdrawn his side bill.
Elated, we left Schumer’s office.

Food &Water Watch executive director
Wenonah Hauter said, “People Power won a

movement-invigorating battle against the
overwhelming financial and political might of the fossil
fuel industry and its Senate enablers, and against dirty
backroom Washington deal-making.”

Hauter expressed the sentiments of all of us when
she said, "This victory would not have been possible
without the coordinated efforts of hundreds of national
and grassroots
organizations, along with
concerned Americans
from coast to coast,
working together for the
health and safety of
frontline communities
and a livable future for
the planet."

Yes, a thrilling battle victory, but not yet a won war.
Senator Manchin is expected to join with West
Virginia’s other senator, Shelly Moore Capito, to
introduce a similar dirty bill to as a rider attached to
“must pass” legislation this December. Will people
power triumph over fossil fuel corporate power?

Please help! Contact your congressional

Josh Fox live-streamed
us in Sen. Chuck
Schumer’s office.

Maury Johnson of POWR and event
organizer Jessica Sims of Appalachian Voices

“Red” Terry sat in a tree on
her property over a month to
protect her property.

B.J. Lark (l.) powerfully sang
“Keep Your Eyes On the
Prize, Hold On.”

Bill McKibben, Allen Johnson

During van ride,
Denis Elliott is live-
interviewed on on
WVMetroNews.

Ashby Berkley,
Kathy Ferguson
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UPDATE: The Larry Gibson Biography Project
“”A 250 page biography.”That is what CFTM approached
Marybeth Lorbiecki when she was induced to research
and write Larry Gibson’s biography.

During brief months prior to his death in 2012, Larry had
implored several people to write his story. Upon later
reflection, those of us who knew Larry was thinking his
lifespan would be short. He had so much to say, so many to
inspire that otherwise would not happen without a book.

When Marybeth said “Yes,” she told us that since she had
never personally met Larry, she would want to start out
researching his life from his birth on to his adult years. Not
much of that period was known (or told). Of course, tons
of information on his famed later activist years.

Marybeth’s honest, engaging personality gained the trust
and respect of some of Larry’s close relatives, who then
regaled her about Larry’s childhood and early adult years.
Much of that was not pretty, to say the least. Dire poverty,
death of his beloved brother, considered “retarded” because
of his speech impediment, and frequent moves, and worse,
made Larry angry. He lived his early adult years recklessly
and at times criminally, while becoming a husband, father,
and unionizing worker as a janitor at an auto company in
northern Ohio. These experiences were life-shaping.

When Larry became injured and disabled, the sweet remembrances of his
childhood play on Kayford Mountain, West Virginia, impelled him to move back.
Not long after he returned, he was bewildered that surrounding mountains were
being blown apart for coal. His beloved childhood stomping grounds being
destroyed, Larry’s anger channeled into a desperate attempt to save what was left.
Undaunted by the challenge before him, with poor literacy and speaking skills,
Larry sought after and pestered people to help him to develop skills in organizing
and coalition-building.

Larry was instrumental in building a movement against mountaintop removal
that has influenced people to become environmental justice advocates. For
example, Larry was a significant influence in the rise of climate change activists.
Larry’s charisma, courage, and perseverance shine through in his biography.

The Biography Project Status
The biography is now 1400 pages. An earlier draft of
Larry’s life and the movement up through 2008 was
printed and disseminated to a few family members
and close associates. Janet Keating, a CFTM Steering
Committee member and retired OVEC
administrator, is reviewing the entire manuscript for
accuracy and clarity. Others are also helping.

Over 100 lengthy interviews with people who knew
Larry. With the permission of interviewees, these
insightful talks will be available for researchers at
West Virginia University Library Archives. Other
Gibson materials are at Berea College.

This large manuscript will be divided into two large
books that will be sent to university libraries and
archives for research. Availability for the public to
obtain these large volumes is under consideration.

We will continue to develop the Larry Gibson
Project website at https://larrygibsonbio.com

We will develop two book proposals from the
research narrative and scholarship. A long book on
the WVMovement: Appalachia Uprising: Larry

Gibson & Friends Take on King Coal, Dirty Politics & Climate Change.
A shorter, personal book with photos:The Biggest Man on the Mountain: Larry
Gibson’s Life and Legacy.

As a child, Larry loved comic books. We plan to work toward an Appalachian/
Superheroes Comic Book Series that would begin with Larry and later feature
other activists who have passed such as Ken Hechler and Judy Bonds. Inspiring
young readers who overcame challenged life circumstances is a goal.

Importantly, we will support the long-term protection of the Stanley Heirs lands
and gather a coalition of partner organizations and supporters to restore the
ruined acres and streams of Kayford Mountain. This will include a Larry Gibson
Education Center and Native Plant Nursery, and support local homesteading
families in the Kayford Mountain locale.

DCS (Damascus Citizens for Sustainability) started in
2008 to alert everyone about hydraulic fracturing, gas and
oil drilling, and its impacts - no one knew anything at the
time (The movie Gasland2 is dedicated to DCS!).

DCS is located in the Delaware River Basin, which
includes parts of NY, NJ, PA and DE. Please help fight
fossil fuel industry attempts to deregulate this basin that
supplies drinking water to 20 million people.

Thank you! Kali Bunn,
DCS Outreach Specialist.

https://damascuscitizensforsustainability.org

The ACHE ACT (H.R. 2023) is a bill that has been
introduced in Congress that calls for (1) a moratorium on
new mountaintop removal coal mining permits (MTR); (2)
federal health and environmental agencies to conduct and
review data correlating serious community health
impairments with MTR and then make recommendations;
(3) to be funded by an assessment on the coal industry.

Watch a TED Talk by Dr. Michael
Hendryx, a lead health researcher on
MTR, at https://www.acheact.org

The Allegheny Blue-Ridge Alliance (ABRA) originally
formed as a remarkable effective coalition of up to 50
organizations to oppose the construction of the Atlantic
Coast Pipeline (ACP). The ACP investors folded up the
project in July 2020.

Since then, ABRA has developed the Conservation Hub
program. This hub, using state-of-art mapping technology,
promotes responsible resource management by providing
access to critical information needed for effective public
involvement in environmental review and oversight.

CFTM Coordinator Allen Johnson is on ABRA Board.

https://www.abralliance.org

CFTM is a co-founder of the
Appalachian Community Health
Emergency (ACHE) campaign. Please
help educate people on this issue.

A Shout-Out to a Few of Our Partner Groups



Christians For The Mountains TheMountain Vision Fall 2022 Page 23

Coal Surface MiningWorsens Kentucky Floods —-Allen Johnson

“Ithas been proven through hydrologic studies
that contour and mountaintop mining

exacerbates peak flooding 250% to 1000%.” Jack
Spadaro tells me he has successfully won all 20
lawsuits on mine-exacerbated flooding. Hydrologic
mapping gathers historical records and aerial imagery
to confirm that heavy rainfall events significantly
increase water runoff and debris from surface mining.

Life changed forever for thousands of residents in
Eastern Kentucky July 27-28. That is for those who
survived a devastating flood caused by torrential
rainfall. 43 people died. Survivors lost their homes
and belongings, vehicles, access roads and bridges
and their neighborly communities. All will suffer
pain from loss. PTSD will be ever-present when
during future heavy rainfalls.

Yes, torrential rainfall hit several counties. Is God to
blame? In court-based legal terms, “An Act of God” is
an event outside of human control, such as a natural
disaster that humans had not control or complicity.
Heavy rainfalls and the resultant floods have always
been. But are human factors exempt from influence?
Not so!

Climatologists are showing that human-driven
climate change is a major factor in contributing to
more severe and frequent extreme weather events.
Climate modeling points to a future eastern Kentucky
climate with more extreme precipitation events.

Nicolas Zégre, director of West Virginia
University’s Mountain Hydrology Laboratory, studies
the hydrological impacts of mountaintop removal
mining and how water moves through the
environment. He tells Grist, “…there’s more intense
rainfall due to warmer temperatures, and then that
rainfall falls on landscapes that have had their forests
removed.”

Jack Spadaro’s early career
was as a mining engineer
working on underground
and surface coal mining
safety and reclamation. He
was a lead investigator in the

Buffalo Creek flood
disaster of 1972 and the
Martin County mine blowout flooding in 2000,
proving the culpability of the mine companies.
Spadaro was Director of the National Mine and
Safety Academy from 1998 to 2004, when he was
fired during a dispute with the Bush
administration.
“I have been a key expert in flood lawsuits such as

in the Quicksand Creek disaster of 2009 in Bartlett
County, Kentucky, and in Harless and Pike counties
(KY) in 2010. Now we are taking on the mining
industry in tributaries of the North Fork, Kentucky
River. For example, in Breathitt County, a massive
4000-acre mountaintop mine has never been
reclaimed. Nearby communities were devastated.”
Spadaro says that heavy rainfall events affected by
surface mining can result in flood levels 3 feet
higher.

In addition to breaching into more homes and
property, the force of higher water levels can be
exponentially more powerful. A native ofMount
Hope, West Virginia, and now living in Kentucky,
Spadaro is an unrelenting advocate for
Appalachians. He complains that the national news
media forgot about the Kentucky flooding after two
days, while the Florida hurricane disasters continue
to get frequent coverage. “Appalachians are
expendable,” Spadaro decries.

The future of the Kentucky flood victims is bleak.
Climate modeling points to an increase in heavy
rainfall events in future decades. The federal
government aid through FEMA has limits. Survivors
are prone to PTSD, loss of their beloved communities,
and major property loss. Rebuilding in flood-prone
areas is risky if even allowed. What can they do?

Meanwhile, the surface coal industry gets by with
ineffective, weak regulations and almost non-existent
real enforcement of even these. The costs of
rebuilding infrastructure such as roads and bridges
falls upon the taxpayer.

As Spadaro and the plaintiffs to the lawsuit go to
court, may the rest of our nation’s citizens rise up to
demand accountability and major change in the coal
industry and regulatory agencies.

“Learn to do good; seek justice, correct
oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, and
please the widow's cause.” (Isaiah 1:17)
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Our relationship to the land must be true and just, but this
is only possible when our relationship to our fellow man is
true and just and organic.

This includes the relationship of all human activities, the
relationship of industry with agriculture, of science with art,
the relationship between the sexes, and above all the
relationship between our spiritual life and our material life.
(Phillip Britts)

Earth’s crammed with heaven,
And every common bush afire with God;

But only he who sees,
Takes off his shoes,

The rest sit around it,
And pluck blackberries…

by Elizabeth Barrett Browning

“One of the good things about being people of faith is that we’re not completely
consigned to scientific analysis only; we’re allowed to hope that if we do everything that
we possibly can do, that there are forces inside and outside this world that will meet us
half way. But that hope is not cheap hope unless it comes from people who are doing
absolutely everything they can be doing to make this happen.”

Bill McKibben (from remarks at 2013 NRCCC Prayer Breakfast)

Upcoming for The Mountain Vision
CFTM is planning its fourteenth edition for 2023 as our schedule permits.
Please let us know if your friends would like a sample copy.

We invite you to send your own personal stories of your conversions
to “Kingdom of God” life with emphasis on
environmental justice.

MountainVision is an outreach ministry of Christians
For The Mountains.Copies are sent free of charge to
advocates for God’s “will to be done, on earth as it is
in heaven” (Mt. 6:10).

Beloved, let us love one
another: for love is of
God; and every one that
loveth is born of God,
and knows God.

(1 John 4:7)

God is Great, God is Good
Let us thank Him for our food.
By His Hands we all our fed,

Give us Lord our daily bread.

Amen

What in your life is not for sale?
What I’m saying is, ‘think of
what is precious to you.Does it
have a price tag?’”

Larry Gibson

To look at any thing,
If you would know that thing,
You must look at it long:
To look at this green and say,
“I have seen spring in these
Woods,”will not do - you must
Be the thing you see:
You must be the dark snakes of
Stems and ferny plumes of
leaves,
You must enter in
To the small silences between
The leaves,
You must take your time
And touch the very peace
They issue from.

~ John Moffitt ~

It is good to give thanks to the Lord
and sing praises to your name, O Most High,

to proclaim your steadfast love in the morning
and your faithfulness by night,

to the music of the lute and the harp,
and the melody of the lyre.

For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your deeds;
I sing for joy at what your hands have done.

Psalm 92: 1-4


